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Letter from the Editor
Dear Link Readers

As I write this May is coming to a close
and with it, the end to some beautiful
weather. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
sunshine but am rather relieved that the
relentless watering of the garden is
coming to an end. Most plants seem to
have survived - including the Sweet Peas -
and for some reason the potatoes are
thriving. I’m trying some Chillis and
Aubergines this year so I hope they make
the most of the warm weather too.

We have two Nature Notes this month as
one slipped through the net last month,
as well as a talk about Red Squirrels and
another informative talk about
Hedgehogs.

We have updates about both the Yew
Tree Hall Improvement Project and the
Crummock Water development plans.

There is information about the 77 Club
Summer Outing as well as a posters for
Cockermouth Live and the Buttermere
Camino, Open Farm Sunday and a Coffee
morning.

You will see that there is a splendid centre-
spread of the VE Day celebrations at LVH.
Roger Hiley has asked me to to say that after
the successful weekend celebrations he has
posted a few extra photos of the day which
can be found at www.loweswatercam.co.uk
(VE Day plus 80' link)

Rosemary Riley

The front-page photo by John Macfarlane is of Fell ponies on Sandy Yat beach, Crummock



Nearly two years after the retirement of
Bishop James Newcome, it has been
announced that the Bishop of Penrith and
Acting Bishop of Carlisle (the Rt Rev Rob
Saner-Haigh), has been nominated as the 68th
Bishop of Carlisle. I’m sure there will be many
people across Cumbria who shared the
tremendous sense of joy that I felt on hearing
of his appointment as our new Diocesan
bishop, and we look forward to hearing
confirmation of the date of his Service of
installation.
In his recent letter to the Diocese, Bishop
Rob, speaking of our partnership in the
gospel of Jesus Christ, wrote, “All of this, of
course, must be rooted in, shaped and
sustained by prayer. We are (or at least I
am!), too quick to turn to our own resources
and activity to make things happen. Each day,
we need to return to the Lord and see what
only He can do.”
Our need to be rooted in prayer rather than
relying on ourselves and our own resources
and activity is an important reminder, at any
time, for those trying to live the Christian life.
But it’s particularly apt as we prepare to
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost (Sunday June 8th). On this day,
Christians remember how, following Jesus’s
Ascension, God sent the Holy Spirit upon the

disciples and empowered them to begin the
work of making disciples of all nations. On
that day, a group of timid people were
transformed into bold witnesses for Christ.
Importantly, in the days in between Jesus
ascending to heaven and the day of
Pentecost, the disciples didn’t try to make
things happen in their own strength, by
preaching or attempting to heal people, for
example. Instead, we’re told in the Bible that
they prayed together and waited for the
promised Spirit to come. And throughout the
days of the fledgling church, as recorded in
the Acts of the Apostles, we hear how they
constantly returned to prayer as the
foundation for their ministry. They knew they
needed God’s power, guidance and wisdom
in all their work for him.
As Christians, it is very tempting to rely on
our own gifts, experience, wisdom etc. But
good and important as these are, if we want
to see God at work, then we need to root
ourselves in prayer, seeking his wisdom and
learning to rely on his infinitely greater
resources and power. “Each day, we need to
return to the Lord and see what only He can
do.”
Pentecost blessings!
Andrea Ward
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VICAR’S LETTER

For anyone wanting to receive home communion or in need of pastoral
support, please contact:
Revd. Barbara Robinson, 01900 85234 or 07961902075. Please leave a
message and I will get back to you asap. If your need is urgent please
contact Revd. Jane Charman, Mission Community Leader on 01900
828028



LORTON NOTES
Some of you may remember that as part of
the National Great Big Green Week last year
we ran a Big Green Week culminating in a Big
Green Fair. We are rather resting on our
laurels this year, but there is still a Big Green
Week running  from Saturday 7th to Sunday
15th June and at St Cuthbert’s we will be
holding a Big Green Sunday Service on the
8th which I hope many of you will attend.

This month also sees us celebrating
Pentecost - the Church of England website
tells us that the Day of Pentecost marks fifty
days since Easter Day and brings the Easter
season to an end. It is a major feast of the
Church’s year when Christians recall how
God’s Holy Spirit was given to the disciples
after Jesus’ ascension, empowering them to
begin the work of making disciples of all
nations. Jesus had promised his followers
that, although they would not see him after
his Ascension, they would receive the Holy
Spirit to guide and inspire them.

The Acts of the Apostles describes how the
crowds gathered in Jerusalem – representing
many nationalities and speaking many
languages – were able to hear the disciples
preaching in their own language.

'When the day of Pentecost had come, they
were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting.'

Acts 2, Chapter 2

I’d like to draw your attention to the
Buttermere Camino on the 26th July. This
pilgimage begins at St Cuthberts and finishes
at St James’ Butteremere having taken in St
Bartholomew’s en-route. It is always an
inspiring day and attendance numbers are
growing every year - do come along.

We want to start work on the Lorton Vale
calendar and Christmas cards early this year
so do please remember to send in your
photos. We are especially looking for wintery
scenes for the Christmas cards. Please note
that sales of the calendar will be by pre-order
only so that we are not left with any. A
preview of the calendar will be available at
our Coffee Morning in November - when the
Christmas cards will be for sale.

Rosemary Riley

From the Register:

Marriage

3rd May - Rachel Smith & Douglas Willet

P.S. - some of you may remember  Ray Leigh
who lived at Lorton for a good while in 1970-
90s - who has sadly passed away. An obituary
was published on The Telegraph's website on
25th April
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Over 30 years  
experience in design 

and  
installing grid & off-

grid systems. 

Experienced installers of  Renewable Energy Systems. 

www.borderhydro.co.uk        Tel:  01900 85616  

email:  emma@borderhydro.co.uk 

Border Hydro Ltd,  
Armaside Farm  

Lorton 
Cockermouth 

Cumbria 
CA13 9TL 

MCS Accredited  
Installers 
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I hope you have been enjoying the continued
warm weather. At time of writing, we are in
desperate need of some rain as some things are
burning up. At school we ae trying to grow some
simple salad ingredients in science which we will
then use in our food unit of design technology
when they make their own salads. However, it
appears I have been privy to some information
other staff had no clue about- the location of an
outside tap near to the raised beds. People have
been lugging buckets of water 50m from the
main building when there is a tap 5m away on
the back of the cabin. There is also a hosepipe,
and the tap is the kind that the pipe fits (unlike
the one outside the boiler house!). One note on
the staff briefing and I revolutionised everyone’s
gardening experience.
The hot weather has also meant that the visitor
numbers remain high and crazy parking is
reaching its peak. My condolences to everyone
in the Buttermere valley where parking is often
more of a suggestion/ road- block. Some people
seem to operate a stop and get out technique.
They have in no way pulled over, are probably at
a slight angle making it worse and if you were
behind them at the time of the stop decision,
you would have had no indication this was about
to occur! And that’s without those parking in
passing places or in pinch points meaning the
bus gets stuck so everyone else is too. At our end
of Loweswater, there are people parking further
and further down the verge as they assume the
layby is full but don’t drive by to check. I won’t
mention the rubbish- thanks Fred Whitton
cyclists! On the plus side, lots of super weather
for dry washing and no need to put lights on
until late- in the hope the leccy bill is more
understandable.
There also seem to be many more insects this
year than we have had in a while. And I have
seen more butterflies too- still not tens of
varieties but more than recently. The pink peril is
popping up- balsam- for those that are
interested. If I am walking, I try to pull up bits
here and there as I go to make a start. I was

hoping the dry weather would upset it but
apparently not.
Since I last wrote I have re engaged in a hobby I
did from about 4 or 5 until I went to university-
ballet. I have been trying for years to find a
group and have now found one. The day after
my first session I had definitely rediscovered
muscles I have not used in nearly 30 years. I
ached all over. The 3 weeks since have not been
as bad, I made it worse by falling flat on my back
(the importance of your supporting leg being
right under you) and landed on my right arm. At
first it felt ok, but by the time I had driven home,
it was not great. Cue a Friday evening in A&E to
get it x-rayed. All things considered; I think 2
hours was a good turn around. I may have been
lucky though as I was possibly fortunate to be in
the ‘it’s not what you know but who you know’
camp. Once I got out of triage and the waiting
room (they need to do something about being
able to hear what’s wrong with everyone and
personal details. I could have collected names,
addresses, dates of birth and phone numbers
from everyone who came in after me) I was
spotted by a parent who is a doctor who
enquired if anyone had seen me. I then had my
arm x-rayed by another parent. Thankfully, it is
not broken, but aches doing certain movements
and I struggled picking up a 4pt of milk. I have
discovered I am very right-handed. The worst
thing is pushing the doors at school as they are
all fire doors and are heavy. I automatically go to
use my right hand. I’m sure many of you have
had similar experiences.
Next weekend a friend is having an 80s themed
50th birthday. She intends to provide 80s party
food- cheese and pineapple hedgehogs and vol-
au-vents. I suggested arctic roll for puddings and
someone else piped up Viennetta. Worth going
just for these blasts from the past. I expect we
will be hearing Rick Astley and there could be an
attempt at the Thriller dance. There is an option
to dress in 80s gear but given I was under 10 for
most of the 80s I do not have any lingering bits
still in the wardrobe. Might be able to hint
towards Adam Ant. Take care. Penny
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S MCADAM GARDEN SERVICES
Independent business offering a quality gardening
service in and around Cockermouth, Lorton Vale and
Keswick

Grass Cutting – Lawn Care – Turf – Artificial Grass - Fencing – Landscaping –
Hedge Cutting – Pruning - Planting - pressure washing and re-sanding

Tel/Whatsapp: 07864860720
Email: mcadamgardenservices@gmail.com
Facebook: S McAdam Garden Services

Loweswater with Buttermere PCC
100 Challenge Club

The prizewinners for the draw held on 1st May 2025

1st   prize of £25  No 88     Dorothy Richardson
2nd prize of £10  No 101    Joan Head
3rd prize of £5  No 66     Harriet Davies

Congratulations to the winners and thanks to all our supporters.
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mailto:info@poiema.org.uk
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The ‘Buttermere Camino’  -  Saturday, 26th July

Calling all pilgrims!

Grasmoor Mission Community will be holding its annual mini Camino (pil grimage) from St 
Cuthbert's, Lorton to St James, Buttermere, via St. Bartholomew's, Loweswater on 
Saturday, 26th July.

Starting at Lorton church at 10am, there will be times for prayer and reflection as well as 
fellowship whilst we walk, finishing with a short service at St James' church. The walk is 
about 11 miles and we hope to arrive in Buttermere at  4pm. There will be an 
opportunity to join or leave the walk at Loweswater at 1pm.

We recommend sharing lifts, arranging pickups from Buttermere or leaving cars there, as 
the buses finish at 5.00pm and are likely to be busy. Please bring a packed lunch!

If you plan on coming, please e-mail us at info@poiema.org.uk

mailto:info@poiema.org.uk
mailto:info@poiema.org.uk
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CHRISTIAN AID – THANK YOU
The final sum is yet to be confirmed.
Many thanks to all the collectors who worked so hard and
gave their time to deliver and collect and to all who
donated so generously.

Jan Collins-Webb
Lorton Valley Organiser – 19.5.25
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We enjoyed an excellent evening at Loweswater Village Hall this month, when we were
entertained by  the Whitehaven Male Voice Choir.  One of its members was Chris Mills from
Lorton and it was as a result of his suggestion that we had such an enjoyable musical
evening. The Choir, under the conductorship of Colin Hoodless and their chairman Chris
Parrish, we listened to an excellent evening of song, some with the full choir and some as
solos or as a quartet of four choir members.  Consequently the singing varied from country
and western to ballads, from Sinatra's “My Way” to Ragtime.  They “Raised us up” and
certainly gave us an “Enchanted Evening”.

June this year is our Annual Summer Trip and  members and friends are invited on an
excursion to Coniston.  The date is June 10th and the day out includes a sail on the National
Trust 'Gondola', lunch at Brantwood and chance afterwards to stroll around Ruskin's
Brantwood house and gardens.  Meet up at Mitchell's Auctions for a 9am departure.  The
cost, made possible by group booking rates all round, is just £40.  All entry fees and lunch
are included in the price.  Please bring cash on the day to make accounting easier.  The cost
of the coach will be met from Club funds.

This will be the last event of the season and we re-start on the third Tuesday of October
2025.  Don't panic, you don't need to be 77 or  live in this end of the valley, just come along
and join in with Loweswater's  wonderful Social Club. If you wish to join us for our Coniston
Day Out and haven't yet booked your place, please do so as soon as possible with Roger
Hiley, on 01 900 85040 or 07740 461059
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YEW TREE HALL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PREFERRED DEVELOPMENT OPTION
POSTPONEMENT OF GRAND AUCTION ON 21ST JUNE

Feedback from the recent open meeting at Yew Tree Hall on four scheme proposals
is currently being collated and considered by the Development Team and Yew Tree
Hall Trustees.  The level of interest in the project has been fantastic and we are
very grateful to everyone who has contributed.

The form of the preferred development option is critical to the success of the project
as we need to secure support from the LDNP Planning Authority for our design and
potential funders to meet their grant eligibility criteria. This all has to be weighed
against the aspirations of the wider community and Yew Tree Hall Trustees. It is a
fine balance, but one we really need to get right.

With this in mind, we feel that it would be prudent to take a little more time in
producing the preferred option. We wish to present the community with a costed
scheme that we are confident will succeed and can be supported through fundraising
and continued donations.

We are still excited about holding a grand auction and have already got some
fabulous lots donated to us from various local individuals and businesses. This is
now planned to take place in November, when the summer is over and we all need
cheering up as the dark nights draw in. It should be lots of fun and we are also
planning to have live music at the event.

In the meantime, there will be an opportunity to buy redundant items of furniture
from the Yew Tree Hall basement, at the coffee morning on 14th June.



Cockermouth Live! 2025 takes place from Thursday July 3rd to Sunday July 6th with events
all over the town throughout the weekend.

Ticketed events include Thursday night’s show which is a two part spoken word event
featuring West Cumbrian comedian Steph Bradshaw and poet Emma McGordon. Friday night’s
concert at the Kirkgate features young master musician and Glastonbury emerging talent
winner, N’famady Kouyaté.

And Saturday sees versatile jazz collective Oppgard at the Kirkgate as well as an electrifying
night in store with Manchester based 9 piece Stax of Soul.

Saturday evening’s picnic concert at Cockermouth Castle features Cockermouth Mechanics
Brass Band; and the Cockermouth Community Orchestra’s annual festival finale concert is at
Christchurch on Sunday evening.

Tickets for all of those can be found at www.kirkgateartsandheritage.org.uk .

But of course, throughout the weekend, what makes Cockermouth Live! so special is the
hundreds of local performers putting on free shows in over 20 pubs, shops and cafes. The
Castle will again host a varied daytime programme on both Saturday and Sunday as usual. And
there will be strolling minstrels and other family friendly events all over town too. More info at
www.cockermouthfestival.org
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Loweswater Village Hall
A huge thank you to everyone who attended, and helped with, the VE Day 80th Anniversary
Lunch on Bank Holiday Monday, May 5th.  Red, white & blue flags and bunting decorated the
hall, along with local records and memorabilia from the 1940s, providing a traditional
atmosphere for a sumptuous “bring and share” lunch, which included such period delights as
Spam sandwiches, bread & butter pudding and Union Jack decorated deserts.  Lunch was
followed by a rousing 1940s Sing-Along brilliantly led by Cath & Emma.   For those attending
who added to the atmosphere by dressing in 1940s style, there was a prize for the best-
dressed man and woman.  Thanks to everyone who supplied the fascinating memorabilia.
A photograph of the Lorton/Loweswater Home Guard, taken in 1942, which had been donated
to the hall by the late Tommy Coulthard, was kindly reproduced, framed and presented to the
hall by Chris Spencer.
The group photograph of everyone celebrating the event features as the centrepiece of this
edition and is by kind permission of John Macfarlane, who is also preparing a framed copy to
hang in the hall.  If anyone would like a digital copy of this photograph please email
andyburrconsult@gmail.com .
An advanced diary note for our Arts Out West performance this Autumn, on Saturday 25th
October, when we will be delighted to present a musical performance of Around the World in
Four Seasons by the Lantivet Duo and Joy Baker.  Further details to follow in the Link and on
our Facebook page and website, loweswatervillagehall.co.uk



Loweswater Ladies May 2025

We were blessed with a fine sunny
eveningin May for our annual stroll down to
the lake. By the time we returned to the
village hall Margi, Judith and Lyn had the
buffet supper all set out. As usual the table
was laden and we had a very pleasant
evening partaking of some tasty food and a
lot of chat. Our thanks go to Margi, Judith &
Lyn for hosting the evening and to all who
helped at the end with the clearing up.
Jenny is now taking names for our summer
outing to Levens Hall & Gardens on Tuesday
8th July. Cost £31 for members; £35 for non
members.
We are hosting Cream Teas on Sunday 1st
June in Loweswater Village Hall from 2 pm

until 4pm (but this may have taken place by
the time this copy of the Link reaches you.)
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday
11th June at 7.15pm in LVH. Ros Dowling will
be speaking to us about Cotton in
Cummersdale.

Doreen Robertson
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NOTES  FROM ST BARTHOLOMEW’S AND ST  JAMES’S

What an extraordinary run of hot, sunny and
dry  weather we have experienced for all the
month of May. This will have changed by the
time the Link is published as rain is forecast
for the Bank Holiday weekend, a great relief
for farmers and gardeners alike if not so
much for families on their half term break.

Our APCM took place in May with no change
to the body of the PCC and the re-election of
Jan Collins-Webb and myself as Church
Wardens. We will be admitted at a service in
June at St.John’s church in Keswick.

In terms of the church year we are still in the
40 days of Easter as we approach the feasts
of Ascension and ten days later Pentecost
commemorating the descent of the Holy
Spirit on the apostles and other followers of
Jesus  marking the beginning of the church.

This month we held our third Bluebell
service at Rannerdale this year being
dedicated to the late Raymond Beard. It was

good to see Elaine and many members of
the family in attendance. We were lucky
with the weather again. Our thanks to
Cockermouth Mechanics Band, the
Castlegate singers and all who came and
contributed to the success of the day.

The wedding season has started in our
churches. We had two weddings at
St.Bartholomew’s in May in near perfect
weather. We wish both couples much
happiness in their marriages and look
forward to seeing them in the future.

Eleanor Ella

Marriages from the register

10th May David Cowan and Nina Halligan

17th May Luke Eatough and Luna Strotter



Crummock Water

United Utilities has written to the planning authority to ask that its application in
relation to Crummock Water is put on hold. It did so after local meetings on 8
May – one with Mike Milner and me on behalf of the parish councils, the other
with Friends of Crummock. Its letter to the LDNPA said:

“We are preparing our response to the points raised by the various consultees
including the Environment Agency. This will take a number of weeks and require
further discussion with statutory consultees, customers and the parish councils
etc.

We would therefore request an extension of time to the decision making process
such that all involved have sufficient time to fully consider the proposals.”

That extension of time was granted by the LDNPA and it has said that “Any
further information received will be subject to full public consultation”.

Since then, the Environment Agency has clarified that it continues to support the
aims of the project, and that “there is no indication that UU cannot ultimatately
submit the necessary information to address our concerns [about flood risk]”.

All three of the above letters are on the LDNPA website with the rest of the
planning documents.

Harriet Fear Davies
Chair, Buttermere Parish Council

www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk
www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/diary-of-events/local-events/
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/diary-of-events/local-events/
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DIARY DATES
JUNE
1 Sun  
5 Thu  

8 Sun 

Cream Teas, 2-4pm LVH, Loweswater Ladies
Melbreak Wildlife Group. Northern Red Squirrel Project talk by Josh Adams from 
Cumbria Wildlife Trust. YTH 7.30. Entry £3. All welcome
Open Farm Sunday

9 Mon Community Lunch, Lorton School at 1.15.  Please see poster
10 Tue  77 Club Summer Trip. The popular full day out. Meet at Mitchells Auctions at 

9am
11 Wed Loweswater Ladies, Cotton in Cummersdale, 7.15pm LVH
12 Thu  

14 Sat 

Names in the Landscape (history of place names in the Lake District) and AGM, 
L&DFLHS, YTH, 7.30 pm
Coffee Morning YTH - hosted by Lorton Table Tennis Club. 10.30- 12.00

19 Thu  Chat & Crafternoon. LVH 2-4pm. All welcome. Suggested donation £3.
19 Thu  Melbreak Hedgehog Recovery Project. Hedgehog homes and highways. YTH 

7.30pm-9.00pm Entry £3. All welcome
JULY
2 Wed 
3 Thu 
3 Thu 
8 Tues 
17 Thu  
26 Sat 

Lorton Parish Council meeting 7.30pm YTH 
Loweswater Parish Council     LVH 7.30pm 
Cockermouth Live - to 6th July
Loweswater Ladies Summer Outing to Levens Hall
Chat & Crafternoon. LVH 2-4pm. All welcome. Suggested donation £3. 
Buttermere Camino , starting from St Cuthbert’s  Lorton at 10a.m

Please note that Table Tennis takes place in YTH every Wednesday from 7-9p.m. unless otherwise 
notified. There are Keep Fit sessions in LVH every Monday 9.00-10.00a.m and every Friday 

5.30-6.30p.m. 
WHEN ATTENDING EVENTS AT THE YEW TREE HALL PLEASE ENSURE YOU PARK RESPONSIBLY

www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/diary-of-events/local-events/
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/diary-of-events/local-events/
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024-11-21-melbreak-crafternoon-1-1.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024-11-21-melbreak-crafternoon-1-1.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024-11-21-melbreak-crafternoon-1-2.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024-11-21-melbreak-crafternoon-1-2.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/melbreak-crafternoon-1.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/melbreak-crafternoon-1.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/melbreak-chat.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/melbreak-chat.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/melbreak-chat.pdf
https://melbreakcommunities.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/melbreak-chat.pdf


The United Benefice of Lorton and Loweswater with Buttermere

Church Services June 2025

1st June     7th Sunday of Easter
10.30am Holy Communion       Loweswater

8th June     Pentecost
 10.30am    Big Green Week Service     Lorton
 6pm    Holy Communion       Buttermere

15th June    Trinity Sunday
 10.30am Holy Communion       Loweswater

22ⁿd June    Trinity 1
 10.30am Holy Communion       Lorton
 6pm    Evensong        Buttermere

29th June    Peter and Paul, Apostles
 10.30am Holy Communion       Lorton

Deadline for July/August is Friday 20th June - all articles, photos(especially for the front
cover), funny stories, letters to lortonvalelink@gmail.com by this date. Thank you

Service information for the Grasmoor Mission Community and news of other events is published weekly
on a Friday in our Staying Connected news sheet. The sheet is available on the GMC website or if you
would like it sent directly to your inbox please email Sue Lake on gmcoffice@grasmoormc.church with
your request.
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