BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 4th March, 2024 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, R. Bell, J. Clark, P. Poole and S. Riley
Also present:   Peter Walter, Lake District National Park Member NDA (for part of the meeting)

                       J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor.

J. Rae (Clerk)
Cllr J. Clark in the Chair

15/24   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.
16/24
MINUTES 8 JANUARY 2024
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th January, 2024 were signed as a correct record.
17/24 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Baker declared an interest in any matters relating to Yew Tree Hall.
The following item was moved up the agenda.

18/25
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Peter Walter, the elected member to the LDNPA north distinctive area, was in attendance.  Peter spoke about his role as the elected member and his involvement so far.  Peter particularly focussed on the planning process and provided members with an overview of how the planning process works.  Peter advised that the role of Parish Councils is important in the planning process and any application will receive full scrutiny and discussion at DCC if the Planning officer’s recommendation is different to the recommendation of a Parish Council.  The recent decision by the LDNPA to grant planning permission to site 34 statics for holiday use all year at Whinfell Caravan Park was discussed.

Peter advised he will continue to provide a regular newsletter to Parish Councils. 

Members thanked Peter for attending and he left the meeting at 7.40pm

19/24 
REPORTS
(a)
Cumbria Police: The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated 

(b)       Cumberland Councillor – Cllr J. Perry reported on the following:

Improving the Waste Collection Service – A consultation is live on Cumberland Council’s website.  Residents are encouraged to complete the survey which is available until 15th March.  Cllr Perry noted that some areas of the Parish do not benefit from the recycling service and will raise this with Cumberland Council.
Cllr Perry advised she had attended on online meeting on Climate Change and Biodiversity Loss and how Parish Councils can take action.  Cllr Perry agreed to circulate her report from the meeting.

The Lakes to Sea Community Panel will next meet on 21 March and a network workshop was held in Keswick in January.
20/24
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 8 JANUARY 2024
None
21/24 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
Lakes to Sea Community Panel Workshop - 24.01.24

Cumberland Council – Weekly Updates – Cumberland Council are consulting on how they can improve the Waste Collection Service.
NALC – Chief Executive’s Bulletin

D-Day 80 Pin Badge & The County of Cumbria

Town/Parish Presentation and Questions

CALC – S137 Limits

Royal Garden Parties 2024

United Utilities Affordability Presentation & DWP Update

Family Wellbeing Transformation Programme

LDNPA Members Report February

PFCC Winter Newsletter
Request for a letter of support for FiPL application for Melbreak Curlew Recovery Project – Cllr Riley reported he was involved with the project.  Members agreed to support the request.

Hyperfast Broadband – Cllr Baker provided some information on the Hyperfast GB project to bring full fibre broadband (via Fibrus) to rural communities in Cumbria.   Cllr Baker advised he would attend the next online meeting on 10th April.
22/24
ANNUAL INSURANCE

Members noted that the renewal invitation had been received from Zurich Insurance at an annual premium of £214.00 (no increase from the previous year).  RESOLVED to renew the policy with Zurich Insurance with effect from 1st April, 2024.

23/24  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Balance at 29th February, 2024

£4,273.31
(b)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:


Clerk’s account for Quarter 4





£601.00

HMRC – PAYE Quarter 4





£121.60

Contribution towards Melbreak Communities Website

£  50.00


Yew Tree Hall Committee – Room Hire



£  30.00


Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance
(due 1/4/24)


£214.00
(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor/Review of the effectiveness of the Internal Audit

Members RESOLVED to appoint Mr. T. Gear as the internal auditor for financial year 2023-24.  Members noted and approved the contents of the review of the effectiveness of the internal audit.

(d)       A change of correspondence address form for the account with the Cumberland Building Society was signed by two authorised signatories.
24/24
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
7/2023/2254 – Mansion House, Brandlingill, CA13 0RD
Detached garage and workshop

(b)       Decisions: 

7/2023/2254 – Mansion House, Brandlingill, CA13 0RD

Detached garage and workshop                                                                 GRANTED

Town and Country Planning (Appeals) (Written Representations Procedure) (England) Regulation 2009 as amended.

7/2023/2109 – Mansion House, Brandlingill, CA13 0RD

An appeal has been lodged to the Secretary of State against the LDNPA’s decision to refuse planning permission for change of use of land to garden land including planting, gates, paths, tennis court and greenhouse/garden shed.  

It was noted that the parish council’s original representations would be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.  Any further representations should be received by the Planning Inspectorate by the 25th March.

25/24
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Baker advised that he had reported a blocked gully which had now been cleared.  The pot holes on the Rogerscale road had also been reported.

26/24
UNAUTHORISED HUTS/HINTERLANDES

Nothing further had been received from the Lake District National Park Authority.
It was noted that the structure had been moved.
27/24
MELBREAK COMMUNITIES WEBSITE
It had been agreed at the last meeting to support the proposal that the parishes in the Melbreak Communities contribute towards the hosting of the Melbreak Communities website.  RESOLVED to pay the invoice for £50.00.
28/24
CO-OPTION POLICY

A draft policy had been circulated setting out the procedure for the co-option of new councillors.  RESOLVED that the policy be adopted.

29/24
VACANCY/CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
Members noted that following the resignation of Cllr J. Moore a notice of vacancy had been forwarded to the Returning Officer at Cumberland Council.  Cumberland Council had notified the Parish Council that an election had not been requested and the vacancy could now be filled by co-option.  A notice was then displayed on the parish notice boards for a period of four weeks inviting expressions of interest.  One expression of interest had been received from Mr P. Jenkinson who was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Riley therefore resolved that Mr. Jenkinson be co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Mr. Jenkinson would be summoned to attend the next meeting.
30/24
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Broadband
Melbreak Curlew Recovery Project

31/24
DATE OF NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS
The meeting dates for the next Council year were agreed as follows:
Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting – 13th May, 2024

Bi-monthly Meetings:1st July, 2nd September and 4th November, 2024

6th January and 3rd March, 2025 to be held in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall – 7.15pm

The meeting closed at 8.31 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
