
BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 13th May, 2024 at 7.20 pm following the Annual Parish Meeting.
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, J. Clark, P. Jenkinson and P. Poole
Also present:   J. Rae (Clerk)
32/24
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

Nominations were invited for the election of Chair for council year 2024/25.  On the proposal of Cllr. A. Baker, seconded by Cllr. J. Clark it was therefore RESOLVED that Cllr. P. Jenkinson be elected Chair for the ensuing year.

33/24
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. P. Jenkinson signed a declaration of acceptance of office.
34/24
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR

Cllr P. Poole proposed that Cllr J. Clark be re-appointed Vice Chair, this was seconded by Cllr A. Baker.   RESOLVED that Cllr. J. Clark be re-appointed Vice Chair for council year 2024/25.  
35/24   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from Cllr. S. Riley.  The reason for absence was noted and accepted.  An apology for absence was also received from J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor.
36/24
MINUTES 4 MARCH 2024
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th March, 2024 were signed as a correct record.
37/24
STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY

It was noted that there were no amendments to the Standing Orders and the Risk Management Policy.  As NALC had issued new Financial Regulations these will be adopted at the next meeting.
38/24 
REPORTS
Cumbria Police - The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. 
Cumberland Councillor – Cllr J. Perry had submitted apologies but wanted to draw to the Parish Councils attention the consultation on the climate and biodiversity strategy which is open until 20th May for individual or PC or other group comment. 

https://consult.cumberland.gov.uk/communications-and-marketing/climate-and-nature-strategy 

You can also submit a word document to Steven.okeeffe@cumberland.gov.uk
39/24 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None.
40/24
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.
41/24
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 4 MARCH 2024
None.
42/24 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
NALC - Chief Executive's Bulletin

CALC – Allotment Survey

Cumberland Council - Environment and Climate for Cumberland Council Newsletter

CALC Newsletter

Connecting Cumbria Newsletter

Cumberland Council Updates

Cumberland Council - Public Space Protection Order and Litter Champions Event in Cumberland

Cumberland Council – Public Space Protection Order Presentation

Letter from the LDNPA re Visitor Management

Cumberland Councils draft Climate and Nature Strategy

LDNPA Members Newsletter
United Utilities - Crummock - Ground Investigation Works
43/24  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.
Balance at 31st March, 2024



£3,470.71
Income Received:

Cumberland Council Half Yearly Precept

£1,700.00

Balance at 30th April, 2024



£4,956.71
(b)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:

CALC – Annual Subscription





£134.83

Internal Auditor






£  85.00
44/24
ANNUAL AUDIT 
(i) Internal Audit - The internal audit had been carried out with no issues reported

(ii) Annual Governance Statement –The Annual Governance Statement was considered.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(iii) Accounting Statement – The accounting statement for 2023/24 was considered.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iv) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2023/24 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(v) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 3 June and will end on 12 July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(vi)       Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be forwarded to the administrator of the Melbreak Communities website.
45/24
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
None
(b)       Decisions:  


7/2023/2261 - Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton, Cockermouth, CA13 0RQ 


Proposal: Demolition of existing redundant toilet block and erection of self-contained two bedroomed permanent constructed unit                                                 GRANTED
46/24
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr A. Baker reported that the pot holes on the Rogerscale road had been repaired.
The Clerk reported that Highways had confirmed that the sign at the junction of the A5086 and Mosser Road has been replaced.  Cllr J. Clark agreed to check whether the sign had been installed.
Cllr J. Clark reported that the highway verge is overgrown and blocking visibility at the A5086 and Mosser junction – The Clerk agreed to log this with Highways.
47/24
UNAUTHORISED HUTS, HINTERLANDES 
There were no developments to report.  Members agreed to continue to monitor this.
48/24
BROADBAND

Cllr. A. Baker provided Members with an update.
The Cumbrian Hub Coordinators held a virtual meeting that I attended last week, Libby and Neil Northman from Fibrus gave a presentation on where the project was up to. While there were some questions from the Hub Coordinators about the postcode checker, a number of questions related to the actual connection at properties ('prems') and why some were included (whites) and others were not (greys). Libby advised that it is not possible to change greys to whites and  white prems are a contractual commitment but this is where Connecting Cumbria can hopefully step in. 
I have now received a full list of all the properties for Blindbothel that are either in or out of scope. There are a number of properties on there that, in my view, should not be on the list - either they are a holiday let at the same premises or they are a duplicate at the same address for whatever reason. One prem does not have water or electricity. My point here is that if whites are a contractual commitment we will end up with a number of erroneous (non-) connections.

Comments from Connecting Cumbria:

“BDUK are still discussing the final property list with Fibrus. While we are hopeful that they will reach an agreement soon, BDUK have not advised us of a formal timescale for this process and so we are continuing to support them in their discussions. In parallel we are seeking to work with the Department for Digital, Science, Innovation and Technology to support them in developing their policy for reaching deeply rural properties with improved digital connectivity in areas that the Project Gigabit contract is unable to reach. Our aim through both of these activities is to avoid anyone being left behind but I’m afraid that the work is ongoing with no firm timescales so far”
49/24
MELBREAK CURLEW RECOVERY PROJECT

Cllr P. Jenkinson reported that he had attended the recent talk on curlew conservation held by the Melbreak Wildlife Group where suggestions were discussed on ways to support the curlew population in the area.
50/24
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr P. Poole advised that this would be her last meeting and tendered her resignation as she was moving out of the Parish.  Members thanked Cllr P. Poole for her work in the Parish during her time as a Parish Councillor.
Cllr P. Poole also reported that there was no longer a requirement for the parish council to be represented on the Paddle School Trust.  
Cllr J. Clark reported that she had received a letter asking for information on Mosser Church.  It was suggested the letter should be forwarded to the Church Warden.

The bank mandate to be updated at the next Parish Council meeting.
51/24
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st July at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 8.12 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………

