BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 8th January, 2024 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, J. Clark, P. Poole and S. Riley
Also present:   J. Rae (Clerk)
Cllr J. Clark in the Chair

1/24   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from Cllr R. Bell.  The reason for absence was noted and accepted.  An apology for absence was also received from J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor.
2/24
MINUTES 6 NOVEMBER 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th November, 2023 were signed as a correct record.
3/24 
REPORTS
(a)
Cumbria Police: The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email.  

(b)       Cumberland Councillor – Cllr J. Perry reported on the following:
“Local Government Boundary Commission review
We are going to undergo another boundary review. We have had a presentation from the LGBC on their planned review of Cumberland ward boundaries, which will be in place in time for the next Cumberland elections. It will be taken in parts. First they will review the number of councillors, they will liaise with the Council on this, and will make a decision by October of this year on whether to increase the number or not. When that has been decided, there will be a consultation on ward boundaries/number of councillors per ward Nov 24-Feb25. They will draft proposals and be a full public consultation May-August 25. In October 25 they will make their final recommendations which cannot be altered. 

I am pretty certain that the number of councillors will increase as it is difficult to fill places on all the committees and outside bodies, as well as the workload associated with one councillor per large ward. However, it is completely up in the air how this will be managed – it could mean smaller wards (based on number of voters, not size of area) or it could be two or three councillor wards, or some combination of the two. The aim, as always, is to equalise numbers of voters. Obviously cost will also be an issue. 

Community Panel news 
At our last Community Partnership meeting – December - we decided to advertise for up to three  co-opted members to help us deliver our community investment plan. The posts are voluntary and non-voting but travelling expenses will be paid.  The adverts will be placed this month, so if you are interested or know someone who might be, let me know and I can let everyone know when the adverts go out. 

We also gave out grants details of which are on the council website in the Lakes to Sea section but include a grant to Bothel village Hall for a power wall battery storage system to use with solar panels.  We have about 25,000 left in the pot and only one more meeting before the end of the financial year.

The next network meeting is to be held this month but we have no details of the form it will take or where it will be held as yet”. 
4/24 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received. 
5/25
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.
6/24
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 6 NOVEMBER 2023
The Clerk reported the precept levy had been submitted to Cumberland Council.
7/24 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
LDNPA Members Report

CALC - Partnership Information LGR and Coronavirus
CALC - Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2023

CALC - Draft NALC Response - Govt. Consultation on Very Hard to Reach Broadband Areas - Chance to Track Change / Seek Council Evidence.

Cumberland Council - Focus on food, get tickets to see the Crown Jewels, Taste Cumbria Christmas, Millom's sparkling transformation

CALC – AGM Minutes

NALC – Chief Executives Bulletin

Cumberland Council - Commemorating this year’s Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday

Cumberland Council - Countdown to Christmas, complete our food survey, a rare Bronze Age find

Cllr J Perry, Cumberland Council - Council encourages residents to complete survey on food

CALC News

Cumberland Council - Winter weather update, awards for our Roman dig, our Winter Holiday and Food Programme, good news for Maryport

CALC - FREE on-line Forum: Climate Change & Biodiversity Loss- How Town and Parish Councils can take action- Thursday 25th January 2024 @ 7pm via Teams.

Cumberland Council Community Investment Funding

Cumberland Council - Lakes to Sea Panel - Meet your Panel

CALC - Fraud Prevention

Cumberland Council - Grant opportunities from UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and the Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) applications are now open.

 
CALC - WARM SPOTS Cumberland update
Hyperfast GB Newsletter - December 2023

CALC - Charge my street

OPCC - Commissioner asks the public their view on Policing budget proposals

CALC - Hospice at Home Christmas Tree Collection Appeal

CALC - December Edition of Civility and Respect Newsletter

CALC - December legal bulletin update

Cumberland Council - Environment and Climate for Cumberland Council

Cumberland Council – Budget consultation
Cumberland Council - Cold-Health Alert issued for the North West

CALC - Appointment of a Treasurer / Director for the CALC Board

CALC - D-DAY 80 - 6TH JUNE 2024
8/24  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st December, 2023

£5,109.61
(b)
Members noted that the LGA pay award had been agreed in November 2023.  The agreed award was a flat rate payment of £1925 which amounted to an increase of £1.00 per hour backdated to April 2023.

(c)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:


Clerk’s account for Quarter 3





£656.34

(includes the backdated pay award)


HMRC – PAYE Quarter 3





£132.40

ICO – Data Protection Fee paid by Direct Debit


£ 35.00
9/24
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
7/2023/2261 – Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton, CA13 0RQ
Demolition of existing redundant toilet block and erection of self-contained two bedroomed permanent constructed unit

Members resolved to object to the application until clarification is received on the proposed purpose of the unit together with a reassurance that the current policy that applies to new build developments in relation to local occupancy/ affordable homes will apply to this application.
(b)       Decisions:  None
10/24
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The following matters were reported:
Pot holes on the Rogerscale towards Abbeygate road

Pot holes on the Mosser road towards High Dyke 

11/24
UNAUTHORISED HUTS/HINTERLANDES

It was noted that nothing further had been received from the Lake District National Park Authority.
12/24
RESIGNATION OF CLLR J. MOORE
Members noted that a letter of resignation had been received from Cllr J. Moore.  The Clerk advised that the Returning Officer at Cumberland Council will be notified of the vacancy and the notice of vacancy published on the parish noticeboards.  A by-election to fill the vacancy will be held if within 14 days (not including dies non) from todays date ten electors of the parish give notice in writing claiming such an election to the Returning Officer.  If no such notice is given the Council will fill the vacancy by co-option.
It was agreed to send a letter to thank Cllr Moore for his contribution to the Parish during his time as Councillor and Chairman of the Parish Council.
13/24
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members discussed the correspondence received regarding the proposal that the parishes in the Melbreak Communities make a contribution of £50 per year towards the hosting of the Melbreak Communities website.  Members resolved to support the proposal.
14/24
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 4th March, 2024 at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 8.10 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
