BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 4th September, 2023 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, J. Clark, J. Moore (Chair), P. Poole and S. Riley.
Also present:   J. Rae (Clerk)
66/23   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from Cllr R. Bell.  The reason for absence was noted and accepted.  An apology for absence was also received from J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor.
67/23
MINUTES 3 JULY 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July, 2023 were signed as a correct record.
68/23 
REPORTS
(a)
Cumbria Police: The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email.  
(b)       Cumberland Councillor – Cllr J. Perry had submitted a written report:
“Our Lakes to Sea community panel met for the first time at Braithwaite on 15th June and we meet again on 12th September at Maryport Rugby Club 6pm – agenda not published yet (if anyone wants to attend) I know we will be considering at least one application for funding. We are currently taking applications based on the Cumberland plan priorities and they will be more favourably looked on if they benefit the whole community panel area.  We are currently consulting on our priorities. There is a form on the website, and paper copies should be available but I do not have any until the meeting. I can provide an internet link or you can find a link in the News Release or 17th August. Survey ends 30th October.  The launch of the associated network will be on 26th October at the Kirkgate Centre Cockermouth – it will involve stalls from community groups for members of the public (and councillors) to browse, copies of the consultation form and a presentation about the purpose, aims and ways to get involved”
69/23 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Baker declared an interest in item 8 on the agenda due to being the Chair of the Yew Tree Hall Committee.
70/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present.
71/23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 3 JULY 2023
Cllr Perry had forwarded the response from the Highways Network Manager which advised that the gully locations are held electronically and can be viewed online using the interactive map rather than paper plans.
Cllr Moore advised he would submit a complaint to Cumberland Council regarding the missing sign for Mosser and Highways failure to take any action.  The missing sign was first reported to Highways on 6th October 2021.
Cumberland Building Society had confirmed receipt of the mandate to amend the account details and add Cllr Baker as an authorised signatory.
72/23 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
LDNPA - Visitor Management Parish Questionnaire was completed at the meeting.
CALC - Cumbria in Bloom Newsletter

CALC - Transport focus groups in the Lake District

LNNPA Member (P. Walter) - LDNPA Newsletter
CALC - County of Cumbria & D-Day 80 - 6th June 2024

Cumberland Council – Latest News
CALC - Draft Minutes of Allerdale DA AGM, 26/07/2023
CALC News May and June

CALC - Letter regarding Special General Meeting 22 July 2023

CALC - The National Lottery Community Fund- The UK Fund

ACT - Update July 2023
CALC - Notice of Allerdale District Association Annual General Meeting 26 July 2023

CCRG: Cumbria LRF Winter Workshop - Natural Hazards and Essential Services

CALC - Home Upgrade Grant Phase 2, (HUG2)

CALC - Cumberland Community Panels open for business

CALC - Annual General Meeting 30th September 10.00am

CALC - Notes of the CALC Special General Meeting held on 22nd July 2023

CALC - Training & Development Programme - September - December 2023

CALC - Steve Parkinson training - September - December 2023

CALC - Community Engagement & Community Plan Training

OPCC/CALC - Fire and Rescue Plan public survey 

CALC - Government funding launching this Autumn, to boost local growth and energy security.
NALC Legal Update – August 2023
United Utilities – Further drop-in sessions are to be held regarding the future of Crummock Water – Cllr Poole reported that an update from Buttermere PC will be presented at Lorton PC meeting this week.
LDNPA had provided signage regarding the Dog Waste Campaign.
73/23  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.
Balance CBS 31st August 2023
£4172.36

(b)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’ account Quarter 2





£575.15

HMRC PAYE Quarter 2





£112.60

Yew Tree Hall – Room Hire 





£  75.00
74/23
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:  None 
(b)       Decisions:  

7/2023/2109 – Mansion House, Brandlingill, Cockermouth, CA13 0RD

Proposal: Change of use of land to garden land including planting, gates, paths, tennis court and greenhouse/garden shed.                                                                      REFUSED
75/23
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Poole reported that some gullies in the parish had been attended to.

The works on the B5289 Low Lorton, road closures and diversion routes were discussed.
Residents are encouraged to report any highway defects on Cumberland Council’s website – Parking, Roads and Transport - Report a Problem.
76/23
UNAUTHORISED HUTS, HINTERLANDES 
No further information had been received from the LDNPA.  It was agreed to continue to monitor this and report any new sightings.
77/23
TRANSPORT OPTIONS IN THE LAKE DISTRICT
The Transport Options in the Lake District Executive Summary had been circulated.  The contents of the Executive Summary were noted.

78/23
MEMBERSHIP OF CALC
A paper setting out the benefits of CALC membership had been circulated.  It was agreed to re-visit the membership of CALC when the subscription is due in May 2024.
79/23
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2023
The training and development programme provided by CALC had been circulated to Members.
Cllr Poole reported that training events pre-covid were beneficial for networking with other parish councils and it may be useful to hold a networking event for Chairs of the neighbouring parishes in the Melbreak Communities.
80/23
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Budget for 2024-25

81/23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 6th November at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 8.16 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
