BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 15th May, 2023 at 7.33 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore, P. Poole and S. Riley.
Also present:   J. Rae (Clerk)
32/23
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

Nominations were invited for the election of Chair for council year 2023/24.  On the proposal of Cllr. Riley, seconded by Cllr. Poole it was therefore RESOLVED that Cllr. Moore be re-elected Chair for the ensuing year.

33/23
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Moore assumed the chair and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.
34/23
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR

Cllr Riley proposed that Cllr Clark be re-appointed Vice Chair, this was seconded by Cllr Moore.  RESOLVED that Cllr. Clark be re-appointed Vice Chair for council year 2023/24.  
35/23   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.
36/23
MINUTES 6 MARCH 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March, 2023 were signed as a correct record.
37/23
STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY

RESOLVED that the Standing Orders be amended to remove any reference to the Borough or County Council.  The amended Standing Orders, together with the Financial Regulations and Risk Management Policy would be circulated to Members.

38/23 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. 
39/23 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None.
Members were provided with a disclosable pecuniary and other registerable interests form provided by Cumberland Council for completion.

40/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.
41/23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 6 MARCH 2023
None.
42/23 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
CALC - Practitioners Guide 2023
CALC News - January & February 2023

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Newsletter 

  Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter March 2023

CALC - CCRG: Follow Up to Finding, Understanding and Using Weather Information Event

  CALC - CLIMATE ACTION online survey for Town and Parish Councils which focuses in particular on carbon reduction and community energy
CALC - CAfS Newsletter- Solar Made Easy | Carbon Literacy | Lime Workshops |Climate Solutions: Hedgerows & Coastlines

CALC - Community Energy On-line Event
CALC - Cost of Living Support, Household Support Fund and PCCU

CALC - DLUHC Consultation on Infrastructure Levy

Cumberland Council - Welcome to Cumberland Council

CALC - CCRG: Emergency Alerts
Cumberland Council - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter - April 2023
CALC Special General Meeting – 7th June 2023
CALC - Community Emergency Plans (CEPs) Quick Questionnaire- Town and Parish Councils
43/23  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.
Balance at 31st March, 2023



£3,623.64
Income Received:

Cumberland Council Half Yearly Precept

£1,700.00

Balance at 30th April, 2023



£5,109.64
(b)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:

CALC – Annual Subscription





£121.40

Internal Auditor






£  80.00
The Clerk reported that a form had been received from the Cumberland Building Society to remove Mr. B. Rowland as a signatory on the account. This was completed and signed by two existing signatories.
44/23
ANNUAL AUDIT 
(i) Internal Audit - The internal audit had been carried out with no issues reported

(ii) Annual Governance Statement –The Annual Governance Statement was considered.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(iii) Accounting Statement – The accounting statement for 2022/23 was considered.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iv) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2022/23 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(v) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 5th June and will end on 14th July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(vi)       Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be uploaded to the Melbreak Communities website.
45/23
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: None
(b)       Decisions:  


7/2023/2025 – Palace How, Cockermouth, CA13 0QZ


Extension to farmhouse





     GRANTED

46/23
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Chairman reported that the road from Mosser towards Mockerkin had been resurfaced.
Members noted that the sign for Mosser had still not been replaced.  The Clerk agreed to write to Highways at Cumberland Council.

47/23
UNAUTHORISED HUTS, HINTERLANDES 
Members noted that an appeal had been lodged against the enforcement notice issued by the Lake District National Park to rectify the alleged breach of planning control.  An Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State will determine the appeal.  The outcome is awaited.
48/23
SITE VISIT WITH ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

The notes from the site visit held with the Environment Agency, a representatives from Lorton PC, a Lorton resident and a Blindbothel resident in February had been circulated to Members.  The meeting was held to identify the areas in and around Lorton, Lorton bridge, the T junction of the Thackthwaite road, Rogerscale road and the road over the bridge prone to flooding.
49/23
MOSSER PARISH CHURCH
Members discussed the consultation and the options regarding the future of Mosser Church.  Members did not reach a meaningful decision.

50/23
ELECTION OF PARISH MEMBERS TO LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Members noted that the term of appointment of the parish members on the Lake District National Park Authority from the North, East and West distinctive areas come to an end in May 2023.  The election of new parish members (who will be recommended to the Secretary of State for appointment) will be arranged by the CALC.  The deadline for receipt of completed nomination papers is 26th May.  Members resolved not to put forward a nomination from the council.
Mr. Peter Walter attended the Parish Meeting and reported that he had been nominated by Above Derwent Parish Council to stand as the representative from the North Distinctive Area.  Mr. Walter provided some information on his background, his reasons for standing for election and answered questions from members.   
The ballot papers will be despatched by CALC on 26th May and the deadline for completed ballot papers is Wednesday 7th June. Each councillor will have one vote.
51/23
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr Baker to be added as an authorised signatory on the bank mandate.

52/23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd July at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 8.01 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
