BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 6th March, 2023 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. A. Baker, R. Bell, P. Poole, J. Moore (Chair) and S. Riley.
Also present:   Revd Canon Jane Charman and four members of the public
J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor, A. Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor and J. Rae (Clerk)
15/23   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from Cllr. J. Clark.  The reason for absence was noted and accepted.
16/23
MINUTES 9 JANUARY 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January, 2023 were signed as a correct record.
17/23 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. 
18/23 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr R. Bell declared an interest in item 10(a) on the agenda (planning applications).
19/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Revd Canon Jane Charman, the Grasmoor Mission Community Leader introduced herself and the members of Mosser PCC and Mosser community who were in attendance in relation to the consultation with the two Parish Councils (Dean and Blindbothel) about the future of Mosser Ecclesiastical Parish and St Philip’s Church Eaglesfield. Other stakeholders involved in the consultation are the Diocese of Carlisle, Derwent Deanery, Grasmoor Mission Community, Paddle Church of England School, residents of Eaglesfield and Mosser, and those on the electoral roll of Eaglesfield Church or with a connection to the church through a baptism, wedding, family grave or memorial in one of the churchyards.  The two main options for the church were outlined at the meeting and in a briefing note circulated to members.  The Parish Councils were invited to give consideration to the options.  Members agreed to include this on the agenda for the next meeting.  Revd Canon Jane Charman and three members of the public then left the meeting.
20/23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 9 JANUARY 2023
Councillor A. Baker had been provided with a copy of the parish council’s standing orders, financial regulations and code of conduct.

The precept demand for financial year 2023/24 had been submitted to the Borough Council.

21/23 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
United Utilities - Crummock, Chapel House & Overwater Reservoir De-commission Project – Public Consultation

CALC - Cost of Living related Information

CALC - Public Health updates: Flu, COVID-19, scarlet fever, 'Little Orange Book' for parents, winter vaccinations

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Newsletters

CALC - Supporting residents in rural areas in the Cost-of-Living crisis and current cold snap

CALC - Cumbria Local Authority Climate Updates
CALC - Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service Council Tax Consultation

CALC - How Town & Parish Councils can support Community Resilience E-Poster

NALC - Chief Executive's Bulletin

Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter January 2023

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) - Cumberland Town and Parish Council newsletter

ACT - Updates
CALC - Cost of living funding for individual households- Allerdale & Copeland Residents

CALC - Cumbria in Bloom Pride in Your Community Awards 2023
CCRG: Finding, Understanding and Using Weather Information - 9 March Event
CALC - Royal Garden Party - 3 May 2023
LDNPA Members report January and February

CALC - Community Hubs/Power Loss Questionnaire
Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter - February 2023
CALC – Cumberland Briefing update – 23rd March 2023
Allerdale Borough Council - Clerk, Candidate & Agent Briefing for May 2023 local elections
Allerdale Briefing on 28 February 2023- presentation slides, blank nomination form (including register request/absent voter request) and a quick guide to campaigning.
Letter of thanks from the Great North Air Ambulance Service for the parish council’s donation of £300

22/23
ANNUAL INSURANCE
The Clerk reported that renewal documentation had been received from Zurich Insurance at an annual premium of £257.00.  Zurich had also provided details of a new select policy aimed at smaller parish councils.  The quotation at £214.00 offers the same cover of £12,000,000 public liability and £15,000 All Risks cover for the parish council assets.  RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £214.00.

23/23  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 28th February, 2023

£4,343.87
(b)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account Quarter 4





£607.63

HMRC – PAYE Quarter 4





£112.60

Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance due 1st April


£214.00

(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor/External Auditors and Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit

Members noted the appointment of the external auditor for the 2022-23 financial year and for the 5 year period until 2026-27 will be Moore in Peterborough.  
Members RESOLVED to appoint Mr. T. Gear as the internal auditor for financial year 2022-23.  Members noted and approved the contents of the review of the effectiveness of the internal audit.

24/23
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:
7/2023/2025 – Palace How, Cockermouth, CA13 0QZ

Extension to farmhouse 





No objections
(b)       Decisions:   None
25/23
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Riley reported on a recent incident when damage had been caused to his vehicle by a pot hole.  Cllr Bowness advised that photographs of the pot hole should be submitted to Cumbria County Council Highways.  Residents should continue to report highway issues on the HIAMS at the County Council.  Members thanked Cllr Bowness for his assistance during his term of office at Cumbria County Council.

The Chairman reported that maps identifying the locations of the drains in the parish had been received from Highways.  Unfortunately, the maps provided were mostly A4 size and not much help.
Cllr Perry, Cumberland Councillor reported that Cumberland Council had agreed the budget and their part of the council tax will increase by 4.99%. Cllr Perry also reported that Cumberland Council 

had recently agreed to undertake a road safety review to include a review of 20mph zones.  The Senior Management structure of Cumberland Council still has three posts to fill and the committee structure and appointments to outside bodies is also to be agreed.  

26/23
APPOINTMENT OF BLINDBOTHEL PC REPRESENTATIVE TO THE YEW TREE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Cllr Poole reported she had recently stood down as the Blindbothel PC’s representative on the Yew Tree Hall Management Committee.
Members RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Adam Baker as the Parish Council’s representative.

27/23
UNAUTHORISED HUTS, HINTERLANDES 
Cllr Poole reported she was aware that an enforcement notice had been issued on the Hinterlandes.  The Chairman had contacted the Lake District National Park to enquire what steps the LDNPA had taken to investigate the alleged breach of planning control in the Lorton valley.  A response is still awaited.  The Clerk agreed to contact the Clerk to Lorton/Loweswater to enquire if they can provide any information relating to the enforcement notice.
28/23
MOSSER PARISH CHURCH
This item had been discussed under the public participation part of the meeting and will be included on the agenda for the next meeting.
29/23
PARISH ELECTIONS 2023

Nomination packs were distributed to members.  Members noted that nominations commence on 21st March and completed forms must be delivered by hand to Electoral Services at the Borough Council by 4.00pm on 4th April, 2023.  The Clerk agreed to deliver the completed forms to the Borough Council.
30/23
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr Poole reported that a site visit had been held with the Environment Agency at Lorton Bridge.  This will be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 
King Charles III Coronation – Members were not aware of any large events taking place in the parish to celebrate the coronation of King Charles III on 6th May 2023.
31/23
DATE OF NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS
The dates for the meetings for the next Council year were agreed:

Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting – 15th May, 2023

3rd July, 4th September and 6th November, 2023

8th January and 4th March, 2024

at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
