BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton on Monday 9th January, 2023 at 7.15 pm. 
Present:  
R. Bell, J. Clark, P. Poole, J. Moore (Chair) and S. Riley
Also present:   One parish member and J. Rae (Clerk)
1/23   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor.
2/23
MINUTES 5 SEPTEMBER AND 7 NOVEMBER 2022
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September, 2022 and 7th November, 2022 were signed as a correct record.
3/23 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. 
4/23 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received. 
5/23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

One member of the public was in attendance and expressed an interest in joining the parish council.
6/23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 7 NOVEMBER 2022
None
7/23 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
Cumberland Councillor - Slides from the Informal Council meeting 12.12.22 

CALC - Police and Crime Commissioner asks the public their view on budget proposals

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation Newsletters

CALC - New opportunity - ZCCP Sector Group Leads

CALC - ACT Update - December 2022


CALC - Cumbria Local Authority Climate Update

LDNPA Member’s December report

LDNPA Member’s November report

CALC - Cost of Living Crisis Questionnaire for Town & Parish Councillors

Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter December 2022

CALC - Information Updates: COL Crisis, Vaccinations, Cumbria’s Holiday Activity and Food Programme, Key Information, News and Support for Businesses/ Educational Settings, General Information

NALC - Chief Executive's Bulletin

CALC - Boundary Commission for England - Final Proposals

CALC - Parish Council elections 2023 

CALC - Cumbria Local Authority Climate Update 12.12.22 to 22.12.22

CALC News - November & December 2022

CALC/FLD - Cumbria Good Lighting Technical Advice Note: Designing Out Light Pollution in Cumbria

CALC - Cost of Living Crisis Information Update from Cumbria Poverty Reference Group

8/23  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st December, 2022

£5,467.61
(b)
Members noted that the NJC had agreed the pay award for 2022-23.  With effect from 1st April 2022 the clerk’s salary would increase by £1 per hour.
(c)
Payment of Accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account for Quarter 3





£656.34

(includes the backdated pay award)


HMRC – PAYE Quarter 3





£132.40

ICO – Data Protection Fee paid by Direct Debit


£ 35.00


Donation granted to Great North Air Ambulance Service

£300.00
(d)
Budget/Setting the Precept 2023/24

This item had been deferred at the last meeting.  The usual income and expenditure items were discussed.  RESOLVED that the precept would remain at £3400.00
9/23
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: None
(b)       Decisions:  None
Hinterlandes huts/cabins - An update will be requested from the LDNPA Enforcement Team regarding the various structures huts/cabins in the parish.

10/23
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The condition of the roads in the parish was discussed.  With the recent heavy rain gravel is being washed onto the roads causing the drains to block.  The Chairman agreed to write Highways to request a map showing the locations of the drains in the parish.
11/23
DONATION REQUEST – GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE
A request for financial assistance had been received from the Great North Air Ambulance Service and was considered by Members.  RESOLVED to grant £300.00.
12/23
CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
Following the resignation of Cllr B. Rowland, a notice had been displayed on the parish noticeboards advertising the vacancy.  Mr. Adam Baker who was in attendance had expressed an interest in joining the parish council.  RESOLVED that Mr. Baker be co-opted onto the parish council.  Mr. Baker signed a declaration of acceptance of office and was asked to complete a register of interests’ form.  Cllr Baker will be summoned to attend the next parish council meeting and will be provided with a copy of the parish council’s standing orders, financial regulations and code of conduct.
13/23
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr Poole reported that the Paddle School Trust land transaction is progressing and the Yew Tree Hall Committee had formed a sub group to discuss the future of the building.
14/23
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 6th March, 2023 at 7.15 pm in the Supper Room, Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.
The meeting closed at 7.50 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
