BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Beech Hill, Mosser on Monday 25th July, 2022 at 7.30 pm. 
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore, P. Poole and S. Riley.
Also present:   Cllr. J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor and J. Rae (Clerk)
48/22   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Cllr. B. Rowland.  The reason for absence was noted and accepted.

49/22
MINUTES ANNUAL MEETING 23 MAY 2022
The minutes of the Annual meeting held on 23rd May 2022 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chair.
50/22 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting.  Cllr Clark reported that approximately ten quad bikes had been stolen in the area over recent weeks.
51/22 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received. 
52/22
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.
A letter had been received from a resident to raise concern relating to the recent re-routing of traffic from the main Cockermouth to Lorton road, over to the Green Trees to Low Lorton restricted road. The primary concern being safety with the huge increase of traffic using the single-track road. 
53/22
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 23 MAY 2022
Audit – The Clerk reported that the Certificate of Exemption had been submitted to the external auditors and the notice advertising the period for electors to exercise their rights to inspect the parish council accounts had been displayed on the notice boards.  The requisite documents had been uploaded to the website.
The Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – Events held in the parish over the Jubilee Weekend had been a great success.

The road from Mosser towards Loweswater had been resurfaced.

54/22 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated by email:
LGR Programme Board - Local Government Reorganisation - Town and Parish Council Newsletters

CALC News March and April 2022

Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter - May 2022

Cumbria CC - Grant Funding Opportunities for Town or Parish Councils

LDNPA Members report May 

LDNPA Members report June

FLD/CALC - Ensuring that the need for Common Land consent 

Cumbria CC/CALC - The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service

LDNPA/CALC -  LDNPA press release: National Park Authority is looking for hidden gems to celebrate local heritage

Cumbria CC - Cost of Living Support

Cumbria CC - Emergency Information Sheet for Town and Parish Councils

CALC/NALC – Survey on Dementia Friendly Councils

Cumbria CC - The £150 million Community Ownership Fund - Funding Opportunity for your communities

Cumbria CC - Vaccinations Update

CALC - 25 Year Environment Plan Newsletter – June

CALC - New Unpaid Opportunity - Community Climate Champion 

Cumbria CC - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter June 2022

Call for Evidence on short-term holiday letting in England – The content of the letter was noted.  Members agreed not to respond to the consultation.

CALC/Cumbria CC – My account functionality – The new system will make the Highways reporting process more efficient.  The Clerk agreed to look at registering and setting up an account.
55/22  ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 30th June, 2022

£5,087.58
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account Quarter 1




£555.04

HMRC PAYE Quarter 1




£105.20
56/22
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 

7/2022/2173: Littlethwaite, Low Lorton, Cockermouth, CA13 0RW  

Replacement of windows to north east elevation following refusal of 7/2021/2225









No Objections
7/2022/2160: The Howe, How Farm, Access Road to Howe Farm, Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 0RA 

Installation of two Shepherd's Huts for holiday let with wood burning hot tub










No Objections
(b)       Decisions:  

7/2022/2137 – Palace How, Cockermouth, CA13 0QZ

New build manure store and extension to cubicle shed – For information only

7/2020/2264 - Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton, Cockermouth, CA13 0RQ
	
	Demolition of existing managers dwelling and building of a new managers dwelling                                                                                     
WITHDRAWN


57/22
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
(a)
Highway Maintenance

Cllr Poole reported that the defect reported at the last meeting on the Whinfell to Lorton road was still outstanding.  The Chairman agreed to follow this up Highways.
The Clerk reported she had spoken to Highways on the 10th June regarding the Mosser sign which had still not been replaced.

(b)
Road Closures

Cllr Riley explained the issues with recent road closures.  This had also been raised by a member of the public.  Cllr Riley reported that he had contacted Highways regarding the issues but had not received a response.  Following notification of a further road closure requested by United Utilities Cllr Riley had contacted UU to discuss alternative diversion routes.   United Utilities had acknowledged the issues of using the diversion route suggested by Cumbria County Council.
Cllr Riley agreed to liaise with Cllr Perry and Highways to recommend more suitable diversion routes for future road closures.
58/22
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

A report was received of an overgrown hedge.  Cllrs Riley and Poole agreed to liaise with the landowner to arrange for the hedge to be cut back later in the year.
59/22
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th September, 2022 at Beech Hill, Mosser at 7.15 pm
The meeting closed at 7.55 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
