BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held at Paddle School on Thursday17 March 2022 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Moore (Chair) and P. Poole.
Also present:   A. Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor and J. Rae (Clerk).
Apologies: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. J. Clark, S. Riley and B. Rowland.  The reasons for absence were noted and accepted.
The meeting was held in accordance with current coronavirus guidance and subject to social distancing.
16/22
MINUTES 18 JANUARY 2022
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2022 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chair.
17/22 
POLICE REPORT
The Cockermouth/Keswick area newsletter had been circulated by email.  
18/22 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.
19/22
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present.
20/22
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 18 JANUARY 2022
Slurry Trailer – Cllr Bell reported that the slurry trailer left on the road side had now been moved.

Cumberland Building Society Review Forms – The Clerk reported that the forms had been completed and returned to the Cumberland Building Society.
Notice Board at Lorton Bridge – The Chair reported that the notice board had been repaired and will be installed in the next few weeks.
21/22 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
Water Resources West Invitation: Water Resources West Stakeholder Workshops – January & February 2022

CALC - Allerdale Geological Disposal Facility Community Partnership

LDNPA Members Report - January

CALC - Allerdale 3 Tier Meeting February 3rd 2022

Cumbria County Council/CALC - Cumbria Highways new reporting process

CALC - New CALC newsletter

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Newsletter

Cumbria County Council - Connecting Cumbria Newsletter February 2022

Allerdale Borough Council - Green Homes Grant

GLEAM - Government consultation on the Glover Landscapes Review – an opportunity to stop ‘off-roading’ in the National Parks
LDGLA - information from Lake District Green Lanes Alliance 

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee - letter for town and parish Councils
CALC/Cumbria County Council - Cumbria Local Resilience forum prepare ahead of Storm Dudley and Eunice

Allerdale Borough Councillor: Resignation from the Conservative Party.
LDNPA Members Report – February

CALC - Note of Allerdale Three tier meeting February 2022

CALC - Climate change (Allerdale 3 tier meeting)
CALC - Parliamentary constituencies secondary consultation

CALC - Gallagher Insurance Q&A Session

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Newsletter 

CALC - County Wildlife Sites Presentation

CALC - Two New Councils for Cumbria – March LGR update
Green Lane Association - Countryside access: setting the record straight
22/22
ANNUAL INSURANCE

The renewal documents had been received from Zurich Insurance at £257.60.  (No increase in premium from the previous year).  RESOLVED that the policy be renewed on 1st April with Zurich Insurance.

23/22 
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 28th February 2022

£5099.48
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account Quarter 4


£570.82

HMRC PAYE Quarter 4


£110.80
The Clerk’s account for Quarter 4 included the backdated pay award for 2021-22 of £36.00.

Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance

£257.60

(due 1st April 2022)
(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor/Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit
RESOLVED that T. Gear be appointed to carry out the internal audit of the accounts for financial year 2021/22.  It was agreed that the internal auditor is sufficiently competent to carry out the role and the internal audit function is completely independent from the council’s management of financial control.
24/22
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: 
None
(b)       Decisions:  
7/2021/2193 - Fellside Farm, Mosser, Cockermouth, CA13 0SR
Proposed conversion of the existing agricultural building to tourism accommodation (farm diversification)







   APPROVED STC
7/2021/2329 – Low Hall Cottage, Blindbothel, CA13 0RE

Proposed 2 storey side extension and single storey rear extension    GRANTED
7/2021/2358 – Lane Foot, Rogerscale, CA13 0RG

Demolition and replacement of agricultural building and the surfacing of the yard










   GRANTED
7/2021/2225 - Littlethwaite, Low Lorton, Cockermouth, CA13 0RW
Replacement of windows to North East (front) elevation. New window frames to match existing in style/size/materials but with double glazed units

              REFUSED

7/2018/2297 - High Dyke, Cockermouth, CA13 0RA

Demolition of farmhouse and adjacent cottage and erection of new dwelling

An appeal was lodged 28-Apr-2021 - Appeal Dismissed 25-Feb-2022
25/22
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Bowness reported that Cumbria Highways had secured additional funding of £1.2 million towards the ongoing repairs in the County.  Highways will be using  jet patching and thermal road patching machines to fix potholes and carry out emergency road repairs. Jet patchers are highly efficient and cost-effective way of repairing damaged road surfaces.  Cllr Bowness also advised that the parish council should continue to report pot holes and highway defects on the HIAMS facility.
The grit bin had been sited at Rogerscale

The directional sign for Mosser missing from High Dyke road end previously reported had been assessed by Highways.

26/22
RESTORATION OF CAST IRON FINGER POST SIGNS
Further to min ref. 11/22 the Clerk had contacted the Lake District National Park Authority and Cumbria County Council to enquire whether any grants are available towards the restoration of the finger posts.  Cllr Bowness advised that the repairs required to the posts should be reported on the HIAMS.   It was noted that Cumbria County Council had carried out repairs to finger post signs in neighbouring parishes.  Lorton Parish Clerk advised that the road closure team are responsible for repair and refurbishment of heritage finger posts. The TTRO West were contacted and the two posts  added to the refurbishment database.
 27/22
QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Further to min ref. 13/22 the Chair reported that the site used for the event held in 2018 would not be available this year.  There is a suitable site at Beech Hill to have the beacon, however, due to other commitments it might not be possible to hold an event on a similar scale to the one held in 2018.  Members discussed whether to hold a smaller less formal event.  A decision will be made nearer the time.
28/22
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Cllr Poole spoke about the Glover report on the review of England’s protected landscapes

and the Governments response to the report.  Cllr Poole reported there was nothing controversial in the report affecting the Lake District National Park area.  However, it was suggested that visitor numbers in the parish should be monitored over the summer months.
29/22
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting will be held at Beech Hill, Mosser on Monday 23 May 2022 at 7.15pm 
The meeting closed at 8.05 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
