BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held virtually using zoom technology on Tuesday 4th May, 2021 at 6.10 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. J. Clark, J. Moore, P. Poole, S. Riley, B. Rowland 
Also present:   J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr. R. Bell, Cllr. A Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor.
28/21
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

Nominations were invited for the election of Chair for council year 2021/22.  On the proposal of Cllr. Riley, seconded by Cllr. Poole it was therefore RESOLVED that Cllr. Moore be re-elected Chair for the ensuing year.

29/21
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Moore assumed the chair.  A declaration of acceptance of office will be signed.
30/21
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR

RESOLVED that Cllr. Clark be re-elected Vice Chair for council year 2021/22.

31/21
MINUTES 1 MARCH 2021
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st March, 2021 were agreed as a correct record.
32/21 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth/Keswick area had been circulated by email prior to the meeting.
33/21 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.
34/21
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public had requested to join the meeting.
35/21
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 1 MARCH 2021
The waste bin had still not been sited by the Borough Council.
36/21 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
Allerdale Borough Council - Local Government Reorganisation in Cumbria Consultation

CALC - Remote meetings update

CALC Follow up Information from the Local Government Reorganisation Event 18 March

Cumbria County Council: Latest News from Cumbria County Council - Friday 16 April 2021

Cumbria Police - April 2021 – Keswick Cockermouth Area
Duke of Edinburgh - Operation Forth Bridge & books of condolence

Cumbria County Council Highways Feedback Survey Results and Report
CALC - DCMS Rural Broadband Consultation

CALC - NALC Response to Government Consultation on LGR

CALC - Allerdale District Three Tier Meeting 25th May 2021

CALC - High Court Judgement on Virtual Meetings

LDNPA Members Report March
LDNPA Members Report April

37/21 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st March 2021

£4,980.26

Income Received:


Allerdale Borough Council – Half yearly precept

£1,700.00
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Internal Auditor





£  90.00


CALC Annual subscription




£101.55

S. Watson Joiner – Repairs to Noticeboard


£460.00

38/21
ANNUAL AUDIT
The internal audit had been carried out with no issues identified. 

(i) Annual Governance Statement – Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that arrangements are in place for effective financial management and the accounting statements are prepared in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(ii) Accounting Statement 2020/21 – Members agreed that the Accounting Statement in the annual return fairly represents the financial position of the parish council.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iii) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2020/21 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(iv) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 14th June and will end on 23rd July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(v)       Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be added to the parish council’s website
39/21
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting: None
(b)       Decisions:  None

40/21
ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Rowland reported that the issues on the Thackthwaite road fall within Loweswater Parish.

Cllr Riley reported that the road from Lorton bridge towards High Rogerscale had been repaired but the road to Low Rogerscale is still to be repaired with several pot holes needing fixed.  Cllr Clark reported there are several pot holes on the Threlkeld Leys towards Aikbank road and also on the High Dyke road.

41/21
REPAIRS TO NOTICEBOARD
The repairs to the notice board had been completed.  An invoice had been presented for payment.  RESOLVED that the invoice for £460 be paid.
Cllr Rowland reported that similar repairs would be required in the future to the notice board near Lorton bridge.  It was agreed to budget for these repairs in the next financial year.
42/21
DEFIBRILLATOR
Further to min ref 24/21 it was agreed that for the reasons discussed at the last meeting it is impractical at the present time to take this matter any further.
43/21
BUTTERMERE VMTAP

Cllr Poole reported that she had attended the meeting organised by Buttermere Parish Council when the expected increase in visitors to the area and vehicle management had been discussed.  The LDNPA had advised they would be carrying out regular patrols in the area on Fridays and at the weekends. Cllr Poole reported there had been an increase in traffic and rubbish left in the area over the last few weeks.  It was agreed to monitor this when lockdown restrictions are eased on 17th May.

44/21
STRUCTURE ON HATTERINGHILL

Following reports received of various different structures sited at Hatteringhill and other locations in the area the Chairman had contacted LDNPA.
The Authority are fully aware of the structures.  At the present time there is nothing further the parish council can do other than to monitor this.

45/21
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Whinfell Campsite – The Chairman reported that at the time of the meeting he had not been able to speak with the owner of the campsite with regard to the re-opening arrangements for the site.  It is thought the campsite will be re-opening on 17th May with additional measures in place to regulate the visitors and numbers on the site.

The increase in the number of cyclists on the C2C route along the Rogerscale road was raised.  A couple of incidents resulting in minor injuries and damage to vehicles had occurred recently.  Cllr Riley proposed that Sustrans should be contacted to enquire if they can provide some assistance to try to reduce the risks on these narrow roads.  All were in agreement Cllr Riley agreed to write to Sustrans.

46/21
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th July, 2021.
As the High Court Application on the holding of virtual meetings had been dismissed parish councils must now return to face-to-face meetings and prepare accordingly.  The Clerk was requested to contact Paddle School for confirmation that they are happy for the Parish Council to resume face to face meetings at the school.
The meeting closed at 6.56 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
