BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held on Monday 1st March, 2021 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore (Chair), P. Poole, S. Riley and B. Rowland.
Also present:   Cllr A. Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor (for part of the meeting)


Cllr C. Bell, Allerdale Borough Councillor (for part of the meeting)


J. Rae (Clerk)

Apologies: 
None

13/21
  MINUTES 11th JANUARY 2021
The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 11th January, 2021 were agreed as a correct record.
14/21 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth area had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
No matters were raised relating to the Parish.
15/21 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None received.
16/21
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public had requested to join the meeting.
17/21
  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 11th JANUARY 2021
The direct debit mandate had been set up with the Information Commissioners Office for the data protection fee.

Bank Mandate – The completed mandate had been returned to Cumberland Building Society
Siting of Waste Bin – An update had been requested from the Borough Council.  The Borough Council advised the matter would be taken up with the contractor.  At the time of the meeting the bin had still not been sited.
18/21 
CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence had been circulated since the last meeting:
West Cumbria Friends of the Earth -Trees and nature recovery

LDNPA Members report January

LDNPA Members report February

CALC - Virtual Dark Skies Festival 5-21 February

CALC - Section 137 limit for 2021/22 

Cumbria Police Newsletter - Cockermouth and Keswick Area

CALC - Note of the Allerdale 3 tier meeting January 2021

CALC - EPC2-21 - Model Design Code - NALC consultation briefing – Planning Reforms

Census 2021 - Your Questions Answered

Cumbria County Council - Highways Customer Feedback Survey

CALC – Preparing for a possible return to face to face meetings

CALC – Nature Recovery Event 

CALC – Local Government Reorganisation Consultation – Cllrs C. Bell and A. Bowness spoke about the four options put forward for Cumbria.  

The consultation runs until 19th April.  It was agreed that Members would respond individually.
19/21
ANNUAL INSURANCE
The renewal invitation had been received from Zurich Insurance.  It was noted there was no increase in premium from the previous year.  RESOLVED to renew the policy with Zurich Insurance at a premium of £257.60.

20/21   ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 28th February 2021
£5,616.72
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:


Clerk’s account Quarter 4


£534.45


HMRC PAYE Quarter 4


£103.60


Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance



due 1st April 2021



£257.60
(c)       Appointment of Internal Auditor
RESOLVED that P. Wilson be appointed to carry out the internal audit of the accounts for financial year 2020/21.  
21/21
PLANNING MATTERS
(a)       Applications received since the last meeting
7/2021/2264 – Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton, CA13 0RQ

Demolition of existing managers dwelling and building of a new managers dwelling.  
RESOLVED (a) to support the application and re-submit the original comments from January 2020 regarding the design/aesthetics of the building. Concern was also raised regarding the loss of mature trees on the site. (b) To approach the applicant in relation to an issue that had been raised as to whether the septic tank is lawful and compliant following the introduction of new regulations in January 2020.
(b)       Decisions
None
22/21
 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Chairman reported that the matters reported at the last meeting had been raised with Highways.
23/21
NOTICEBOARD – MOSSER ROAD END
The Chairman reported that an estimate for £460.00 had been received from a local joiner to repair the noticeboard at Mosser Road Ends.  The estimate included the replacement of the rotten plywood back and cork pin board, replacement of the broken bolt, refitting the doors and to re-coat with wood stain.  The estimate also included the supply and fit of 2 new treated 5x5 posts with postcrete and refit the notice board with bolts.  The joiner had been instructed to carry out the work.

24/21
DEFIBRILLATOR
The Chairman reported that following enquiries the potential cost of installing a defibrillator would be around £1200.  At the moment Community Heartbeat Trust do not have any grants available.  It was agreed to hold this matter in abeyance for further discussion at the next meeting.
25/21
FLD - DARK SKIES PROJECT
Further to minute reference 10/21 the Chairman reported that a discussion had taken place with the Friends of the Lake District on whether the parish should be involved in the pilot project.  It had been agreed that the parish would not be involved or take part in the lighting audit.
26/21
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Visitor Management Tactical Action Plan for 2021 - An invitation to join the Buttermere Parish Council meeting on 2nd March 2021 had been circulated together with the VMTAP for 2021.  The Lake District National Park Traffic Team Leader and Northern Area Manager will be in attendance to explain their proposals and actions for visitor management in 2021.  Cllr Poole had agreed to attend the meeting and provide feedback to Members.

27/21
DATE OF NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS

Provisional meeting dates had been circulated with the agenda.

Members noted that the regulations that allow local authorities to hold meetings remotely apply to local authority meetings that are to be held before 7th May 2021.  Without any further action from the government local councils must return to face-to-face meetings from May.
It was agreed to await further guidance from CALC as to whether the regulations will be extended.

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm

Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………

