BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held on Monday 2nd November, 2020 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore (Chair), P. Poole, S. Riley and B. Rowland.
Also present:  Cllr A. Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor (for part of the meeting)

J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: None.
60/20
MINUTES 14 SEPTEMBER 2020
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2020 were agreed as a correct record.
61/20 
POLICE REPORT
The police newsletter had been circulated prior to the meeting.  No matters were raised relating to the Parish.
62/20 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None received.
63/20
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public had requested to join the meeting.
64/20
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2020
Cllr Moore had signed a declaration of acceptance of office as Chair.
Whinfell Farm Campsite – The matters raised at the last meeting were discussed. 

The Borough Council had confirmed that the site is licenced for 30 tents and there is no restriction on the number of people.  The Borough Council also confirmed that the number of pitches is decided by the planning authority.
The Chairman reported that he together with Cllr Clark had met with the owner to discuss the problems that had occurred at the campsite since re-opening.  With regard to the issues raised:
· The owner did not feel that he had breached any legislation and had followed the government guidance relating to covid

· The owner did not believe he had exceeded the number of pitches allowed on the site

· The owner accepted that the sewage treatment plant may have been overloaded

· The owner agreed to move the bins to an inside area which would resolve the issues with the rubbish/trade waste.
It was noted that the campsite is now closed until March and the owner has agreed to implement some additional measures regarding the clientele and the capacity of the site when re-opening.

A query was raised as to whether the Parish Council should pursue the trade waste issues experienced by the owner further with the Borough Council.   Members agreed there was no merit in pursuing this any further.

Waste Bin – The Borough Council had been provided with a map and a photograph of a suitable location to site the waste bin.  Once the location is agreed the contractor will be requested to add the location to the schedule for emptying the bin.
Dark Skies Project – Correspondence had been received from FLD regarding their Dark Skies Project.  The Chairman agreed to contact FLD advising that the Project will be discussed at the Melbreak Communities Steering Group meeting next week.  Cllr Poole agreed to report back to the Chairman following the Steering Group’s meeting.
65/20 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated since the last meeting:
LDNPA Members Report September 2020
LDNPA Members Report October 2020
LDNPA – Letter to Parishes

Cumbria County Council -Latest News from Cumbria County Council

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation Cumbria

CALC – Minutes AGM and 3 tier meeting
Allerdale Borough Council – Footway Lighting

Allerdale Borough Council – Public Spaces Protection Order – Dog Fouling

Allerdale Borough Council – Review of Licensing Policy

LDNPA – LDNP Partnership’s Management Plan – Parish Events

Lake District Local Plan: Consultation on Proposed Main Modifications

CALC - Friday Round up

Cumbria Police - Cockermouth & Keswick - October 2020 Newsletter
Better Future for Cumbria - Local Government Reform in Cumbria Consultation
66/20 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st October

£6585.53

Income Received


30.9.20 - Allerdale Borough Council Half Yearly Precept
£1,700.00
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Data Protection Fee – Due 1st January 2021

It was agreed to complete a direct debit mandate thereby reducing the fee to £35.00 from £40.00.

Donation granted to Great North Air Ambulance Service
£300.00

(c)
Bank Mandate/Authorised Signatories
A mandate had been obtained from the Cumberland Building Society to add a new signatory to the account.  RESOLVED that Cllr Jane Clark be added to the account as an authorised signatory.  Cllr Clark would be required to provide identification and address verification to CBS unless an account is already held with them.  The form will be duly completed for return to CBS.
67/20
BUDGET/SETTING THE PRECEPT 2021-22
The draft budget for 2021/22 had been circulated with the agenda.  Members discussed the usual items of expenditure and any anticipated expenditure.  Cllr Rowland reported that the notice board at High Dyke road ends requires some repair work as the posts had rotted and need replacing.   Cllrs Rowland and Bell agreed to carry out the work with any expenses incurred recharged to the parish council.

RESOLVED that the precept should remain at £3400 for 2021-22.
68/20
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
None
(b)       Decisions

7/2020/2176 -The Howe, The Cottage, Access road to Howe Farm, Cockermouth

Proposed Balcony Extension




REFUSED
7/2020/2192 – Mansion House, Brandlingill

Removal of existing conservatory and erection and construction on former conservatory footprint new single storey lounge area
GRANTED
7/2018/2297 – High Dyke Cockermouth
Demolition of farmhouse and adjacent cottage and erection of new dwelling









REFUSED

69/20
 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The following matters were discussed:

Thackthwaite to Lorton bridge road – The Chairman reported that he had written to Highways regarding the condition of this road enclosing the plan provided by Cllr Rowland.  At the date of the meeting no work had been carried out on this road by Highways.

The missing directional sign for Mosser at High Dyke road ends had been reported to Highways.

Cllr Riley reported that some pot holes had been repaired on the Rogerscale road and on Mirk Lane.

Cllr Clark reported that the roads in the vicinity of Hill Farm and Sneckyeat are in a poor condition.  The Chairman agreed to contact Highways.
70/20
FOOTWAY LIGHTING

Members noted the update received from the Borough Council regarding their intention to pass the footway lighting energy costs to Parish Councils from April 2021.   The letter advised that the Borough Council had decided to postpone the imposition of energy costs onto parishes.  One of the reasons for the decision was the prospect of local government reorganisation in the next couple of years and it would be prudent to await until the outcome of any re-organisation is known as all lights may come under one Authority.  The Borough Council will also be looking at a planned programme of LED replacement to all of their lighting stock.

71/20
DONATION REQUEST
A request for financial assistance had been received from the Great North Air Ambulance Service.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the donation amount should be increased to £300.00. RESOLVED to grant £300.00.
72/20
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
None

73/20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th January, 2021.
The meeting closed at 8.28 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
