BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held on Monday 6th July, 2020 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Moore, P. Poole, S. Riley and B. Rowland (Chair)
Also present:  J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr. J. Clark and Cllr C. Bell, Allerdale Borough Councillor
As the Annual Meeting scheduled for 4th May had been cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid 19) in accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 the appointments of Chair (Councillor B. Rowland) and Vice Chair (Councillor J. Moore) will remain until May 2021.

28/20
AMENDMENT TO STANDING ORDERS

The protocol for virtual meetings had been circulated prior to the meeting.  RESOLVED that the amendment to the Standing Orders be accepted.
29/20
MINUTES 2 MARCH 2020
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March, 2020 were agreed as a correct record subject to minute reference 18/20 being amended to read ‘2020’
30/20 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth area had been circulated prior to the meeting.

31/20 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Clark had previously declared an interest in planning application 7/2020/2114.  

No further declarations of interest were received.
32/20
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance.  Two matters had been raised by a parishioner in Mosser
Dog Waste Bin – Could a dog waste bin be sited at the end of the fell road.  
It was agreed to contact the parishioner to discuss a suitable location before submitting the request to the Borough Council.
Defibrillator – Would it be possible to have a defibrillator installed in the Mosser area.
Members discussed the locations of the nearest defibrillators.  It was thought that there are three in the vicinity and did not feel there was a suitable location to site an additional defibrillator.
33/20
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 2 MARCH 2020
Parish Churches – The church warden had updated the parish council regarding the correspondence received relating to the proposed closure of the parish churches.  The diocese had apologised for the way the closure correspondence had been handled and the archdeacon had given his approval for the repair/replacement of windows/shutters and tree pruning work to be carried out at the fell church.  
34/20 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated since the last meeting.
LDNPA Members Report April 2020
LDNPA Members Report May 2020
LDNPA Members Report June 2020
Cumbria County Council – Information COVID 19

Friends of the Lake District - Cumbria Dark Skies Project - Reducing Light Pollution in the Melbreak Communities
LDNPA - Overnight Stays
News Release from the Lake District National Park
CALC - Parish council meetings and re-opening of village halls
CALC: Holding Virtual Meetings Allerdale
CALC - Continued Use of Delegated Powers
35/20 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 30th June, 2020

£6,412.16

Income Received - 1.4.2020
Allerdale BC – First Instalment Precept

£1,700.00

(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account Quarter 1




£516.27

HMRC PAYE Quarter 1




£100.80

CALC –Annual Subscription 




£ 95.87
Internal Auditor





£ 85.00

Zurich Insurance Annual Insurance paid 1st April 2020
£257.60



36/20
ANNUAL AUDIT

The internal audit had been carried out with no issues identified. 

(i) Annual Governance Statement – Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that arrangements are in place for effective financial management and the accounting statements are prepared in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(ii) Accounting Statement 2019/20 – Members agreed that the Accounting Statement in the annual return fairly represents the financial position of the parish council.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iii) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2019/20 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(iv) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 20th July and will end on 28th August.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(v)       Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be added to   the parish council’s website
37/20
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2020/2114 – Mosser Mains, Mosser
Roof over existing midden

7/2020/2129 – Land near Littlethwaite. Lorton

General purposes agricultural building incorporating replacement sheep pen enclosure.
(b)       Decisions

7/2020/2065 – Field north of Stable Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 0RW

To upgrade an existing dirt farm track to a hardcore farm track
APPROVED
7/2020/2114 – Mosser Mains, Mosser

Roof over existing midden





APPROVED
38/20
 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Chairman reported that subsequent to the parish council’s request in January for the grit bin usually sited at Lorton bridge to be reinstated Highways had installed a large green grit bin.  Cllr Bowness had been notified of the parish council’s concerns that the replacement bin is too large for the parish’s requirements and it had been sited on the wrong side of the road.  Cllr Bowness had also been made aware of the damage Highways had caused to the grassed area where the bin had been installed. The Chairman suggested that County Highways should be requested to remove the large bin and a dust bin be purchased to replace this to store the salt/grit.  Members were in agreement.
39/20
FLOOD RESILIENCE
Cllr Bowness was not present at the meeting and an update was not available.  It was agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting.

40/20
PARISH COUNCIL/MELBREAK COMMUNITIES INSURANCE
The Chairman updated Members on discussions with Zurich Insurance regarding combining the insurance cover for the Melbreak Communities with the individual insurance policies of the four parishes within the Melbreak Community.  The query had been passed to the Senior Underwriters at Zurich.  A response had been requested prior to the renewal date of the Melbreak Communities policy.
41/20
RECYCLING IN THE PARISH

It was reported that the recycling scheme now appears to be working well in the Parish.  Cllr Clark had reported that the Mosser area are now on the paper, glass, plastic and cans scheme.
42/20
FOOTWAY LIGHTING
Further to min ref 25/20.  CALC had requested legal advice as to whether the Borough Council can legally enforce the transfer of responsibility for the footway lights in the parish.  The advice had concluded that parishes will either contribute or the Borough Council will stop power to the footway lights.  The annual cost for the two lights at Mosser Mains is £78.39 plus VAT.  The charges will be effective from April 2021.  The Parish Council has the option to have the lights removed.  Members agreed that the two lights should remain.  The Chairman reported that there is an additional light in the parish at Lorton Bridge and the Borough Council should be notified accordingly.   
43/20
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No additional items were added to the next agenda.
44/20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 14th September
The meeting closed at 8.07 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
