BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 2nd March, 2020 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore, P. Poole. 
Also present:  Cllr. A. Bowness Cumbria County Councillor, J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllrs. B. Rowland, S. Riley and Cllr C. Bell, Allerdale Borough Councillor
Councillor Moore in the Chair

14/20
MINUTES 13 JANUARY 2020
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th January, 2020 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 
15/20 
POLICE REPORT
The newsletter for the Cockermouth area had been circulated prior to the meeting.

16/20 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.
17/20
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.  

One matter was raised on behalf of a parishioner relating to the recent flooding at the junction of Rogerscale road, Thackthwaite road and Lorton Bridge resulting from storm Ciara and storm Dennis.   Detailed information was passed to Cllr Bowness who agreed to raise the issue with Cumbria County Council Highways.
18/20
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 13 JANUARY 2010
Further discussions had taken place regarding the insurance for Melbreak Communities and the parishes within the Group.
The Parish Council meeting dates had now been included in the online calendar for the Link magazine.
19/20 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting and was noted by Members.
CALC Newsletter February/March

LDNPA Members Report January 2020
LDNPA Members Report February 2020

Cumbria County Council – Working Together Service

Letter from a Cockermouth resident enclosing a leaflet explaining how important roadside verges are for biodiversity suggesting that verges should be cut later in the year after flowers have seeded.
20/20
ANNUAL INSURANCE

The renewal documentation had been received from Zurich Insurance at a premium of £257.60.  Members discussed the insurance arrangements for Melbreak Communities and the parishes within the Group.  The Clerk was requested to contact the Clerk to Lorton Parish Council for an update.
21/20 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 29th February 2020

£5,414.68
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account February/March



£338.57

HMRC PAYE February/March



£ 67.20

CALC – Training Course




£ 45.00
(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor

RESOLVED that P. Wilson be appointed to carry out the internal audit of the accounts for financial year 2019/20.
22/20
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2020/2065 – Field north of Stable Cottage, Low Lorton CA13 0RW

To upgrade an existing dirt farm track to a hardcore farm track
No Objections
(b)       Decisions

7/2019/2293 – Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton

Demolition of existing managers dwelling and building of a new manager’s dwelling










WITHDRAWN

23/20
 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Moore reported that the work discussed at the last meeting had still not been completed.  Cllr Bowness suggested any issues should be reported again to Better Highways.
The flooding issues in the parish had been discussed earlier in the meeting. Cllr Bowness agreed to follow this up.
24/20
RECYCLING IN THE PARISH

Members noted that the waste/recycling collection service will go back in house as of 1st April.  Cllr Clark reported that it is unlikely the recycling service will improve.  Members agreed to leave the matter in abeyance until the new service is operational.
25/20
FOOTWAY LIGHTING
The Borough Council had provided details of the approximate energy costs for footway lighting in the Parish.  With 2 lights at Mosser Mains the approximate cost will be £78.39 per annum.  The Borough Council had agreed to maintain, repair and own the lights with just the electrical costs being transferred to the parish council with effect from April 2021. Members noted that this topic will be discussed by CALC’s Executive Committee and agreed to wait until further information is available.
26/20
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Flood Resilience
27/20
MEETING DATES FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL YEAR
The meeting dates for the next Council year were agreed as follows:

Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting: 4th May, 2020

Bi-Monthly Meetings: 6th July, 14th September, 2nd November, 2020

11th January, 1st March, 2021.
The meeting closed at 8.00 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
