BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held on Monday 14th September, 2020 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore, P. Poole, S. Riley and B. Rowland
Also present:  J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr A. Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor
45/20
ELECTION OF CHAIR/APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR
Following Cllr Rowland’s decision to step down nominations were invited for the election of Chair.  Cllr Rowland proposed that Cllr Moore the current Vice Chair be elected, this was seconded by Cllr Riley.  RESOLVED that Cllr Moore be duly elected.  Nominations were invited for the appointment of Vice Chair.  Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED that Cllr Clark be appointed as Vice Chair.
46/20
MINUTES 6th JULY 2020
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th July, 2020 were agreed as a correct record.
47/20 
POLICE REPORT
The police newsletter had been circulated prior to the meeting.  No matters were raised relating to the Parish.
48/20 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None received.
49/20
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public had requested to join the meeting.
50/20
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 6 JULY 2020
Melbreak Communities Insurance - Cllr Rowland reported that the insurance arrangements for the Melbreak Communities had now been resolved.  All parishes within Melbreak Communities are insured with the Zurich and Melbreak Communities had also taken out a policy with Zurich at a considerably less premium than the quotation provided by their former insurers.
A response had been sent to the Planning Agent in relation to the proposed application at Fellside Farm, Mosser with the Parish Council’s concerns around road safety being raised.
51/20 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received and circulated since the last meeting.
LDNPA Members Report July 2020
LDNPA Members Report August 2020
LDNPA – Letter to Parishes

Cumbria County Council -Latest News from Cumbria County Council

CALC - Local Government Reorganisation Cumbria

CALC - Allerdale 3 tier meeting 17 September 2020 

CALC - National Pay Award - NALC briefing on salary award – Members noted that the NJC pay award for clerks had been agreed at 2.75% backdated to April 2020.

External Auditors - Data logged – notification of exempt status

Allerdale Borough Council - Dog Fouling PSPO Consultation 

CALC/CCC - Highways Asset Management Strategy 2020-2025
CALC AGM 26 September 2020
52/20 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st August

£5,6514.22
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account Quarter 2




£538.53

HMRC PAYE Quarter 2




£106.20

B. Rowland – Refund expenses re Grit Bin


£   8.96

Donation granted to Citizens Advice Allerdale

£ 75.00

53/20
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2020/2176 -The Howe, The Cottage, Access road to Howe Farm, Cockermouth
Proposed Balcony Extension

7/2020/2192 – Mansion House, Brandlingill

Removal of existing conservatory and erection and construction on former conservatory footprint new single storey lounge area

(b)       Decisions

7/2020/2129 – Land near Littlethwaite. Lorton

General purposes agricultural building incorporating replacement sheep pen enclosure.






GRANTED
54/20
 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Grit Bin at Lorton Bridge – Cllr Rowland reported that Highways had collected the large grit bin together with the excess salt.  Cllr Rowland had submitted a claim for £8.96 to cover his expenses incurred providing bags for the salt.
Thackthwaite to Lorton Bridge Road – Cllr Rowland reported that there are several pot holes evident on the road from Thackthwaite to Lorton Bridge (C2C cycle route).  The Chairman agreed to write to Highways to report the pot holes and to enquire whether the road could be resurfaced.  Cllr Rowland agreed to provide a plan identifying the locations of the pot holes.  
A report had been received that the directional sign for Mosser at High Dyke road ends was missing.  The Clerk agreed to report this to Highways.
55/20
FLOOD RESILIENCE
It was agreed to defer this matter to a future meeting.

56/20
DONATION REQUEST
A request for financial assistance had been received from Citizens Advice Allerdale.  Cllr Riley proposed that the amount donated should be increased to £75.00.  All were in agreement.  RESOLVED to grant £75.00.
57/20
CUMBRIA DARK SKIES PROJECT – MELBREAK COMMUNITIES
Members discussed the Friends of the Lake District Dark Skies Project for the Melbreak Communities.  As it had been agreed at the last meeting to retain the 3 footway lights in the parish Members suggested that further information should be requested as to what is expected of the parish council before deciding whether to offer their support.  It was agreed that Cllr Poole would discuss the project further with Melbreak Communities and report back to the Parish Council.
58/20
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Whinfell Hall Campsite – Several issues were discussed:
· Since re-opening in July customer feedback reviews seem to suggest that the campsite may be exceeding the maximum number of people allowed on the site

· Concern has been raised regarding the measures in place for Covid 19

· Neighbours had noticed an odour coming from the campsite and questioned whether the sewage treatment system is unable to cope with the number of people on the site.
· There had been issues relating to the collection of trade waste.

RESOLVED (1) to write to the owner seeking his assurance that he is not exceeding the number of people allowed on the site and that measures are in place to address Covid 19. (2) to write to the Borough Council to seek clarification as to the number of pitches/number of people allowed on the site and to raise with the Borough Council the issue of the smell emanating from the campsite.
It was agreed to monitor the situation regarding the collection of trade waste/recycling at the site.
Items for the next agenda - Cllr Clark to be added ono the bank mandate

59/20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd November, 2020
The meeting closed at 8.29 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
