BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 13th January, 2020 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Clark, J. Moore, S. Riley and B. Rowland (Chair)
Also present:   J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr. P. Poole, Cllr C. Bell, Allerdale Borough Councillor, Cllr. A. Bowness Cumbria County Councillor
1/20
MINUTES 4 NOVEMBER 2019
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th November, 2019 were agreed as a correct record were signed by the Chairman. 
2/20 
POLICE REPORT
Inspector Rachel Gale had provided information on a new localised newsletter from the West Local Focus policing teams.  The newsletter will be launched in mid-January. The information had been circulated and the Clerk had signed up to receive the newsletter.
3/20 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.
4/20
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.
5/20
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 4 NOVEMBER 2019
St Michael’s and St Phillips Church – Cllr Moore reported that he, together with Cllrs Poole and Riley, had met with the Acting Church Warden to discuss the letter received from Grasmoor Mission Community.  Cllr Moore reported that he was preparing a response to the letter.
Grit Bin at Lorton Bridge – It was noted that the grit bin at Lorton Bridge had not been returned by Highways.  The Clerk agreed to follow this up with Highways.
6/20 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
Lake District Members report November 2019

Lake District Members report December 2019

CALC Newsletter December 2019 plus Legal News

CALC Minutes of Three Tier Meeting 24th October 2019

Great North Air Ambulance Service – Letter of thanks for the Parish Councils donation of £200.00.

Allerdale Borough Councils Budget Consultation for 2020/21

Clerks and Councils Direct January 2020

Allerdale Borough Council – Get Safe Online Event for Councillors – 20th January 
Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2020 – CALC has been allocated 4 places for the Royal Garden Party on 27th May.  It was agreed that the former Chairman Alan Hudson should be nominated to attend.
7/20 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st December 2019

£5,854.95
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account December/January



£333.07

HMRC PAYE December/January



£ 67.20

Clerk – Refund Payment to ICO



£ 40.00

8/20
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2019/2293 – Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton
Demolition of existing managers dwelling and building of a new manager’s dwelling

Members considered the above application and in principle support the application for the building of a new manager’s dwelling on the footprint of the existing house, but feel that the design of the new dwelling is not particularly sympathetic and could be substantially improved to fit in with the local architecture.  Members also had concerns that the existing septic tank may need updating to take into account the potential increase in use.

(b)       Decisions

None
9/20
 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Moore reported that he had contacted Highways regarding the condition of the road between A5086 and Mockerkin.   Following on from this, a significant amount of patching work had been carried out but the work had still not been completed.  Cllr Moore agreed to pursue Highways regarding this.
10/20
RECYCLING IN THE PARISH

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council will take control of the waste/recycling collection service from April 2020 and operate it via a Local Authority Controlled Trading Company.  It is anticipated that the Borough Council may be able to consider reviewing aspects of the service six to eight weeks following the transition at the beginning of April. 
Cllr Clark agreed to contact the Head of Community Services at the Borough Council for an update.
11/20
FOOTWAY LIGHTING
The Borough Council had written to advise on the proposals regarding the future of footway lighting in Allerdale.  The new proposals are that Town and Parish Councils will be asked to pick up the energy costs of lights within their parish from April 2021.  An updated inventory is being prepared and the parish council will be informed of the approximate costs for energy usage by the end of February 2020.  The Parish Council will have the opportunity to ask for lights no longer required to be removed or switched off.  The Borough Council will continue to pick up the maintenance costs for the foreseeable future.  Any bulbs needing replaced will be replaced with led lamps to further reduce energy costs.  This will be discussed further when the inventory and energy costs information is available.
12/20
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Melbreak Communities Insurance – The Chairman reported that discussions had taken place regarding whether it was necessary for Melbreak Communities to hold a separate insurance policy or whether cover for the Group could be included on the parish council’s existing policy with Zurich.
Link Magazine - It was raised that the parish council meeting dates are not included in the magazine.  Cllr Riley agreed to arrange for information on how to add meeting dates into the online calendar to be forwarded to the Clerk.
13/20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting - Monday 2nd March, 2020.
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
