BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7.30 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. J. Moore, S. Riley, B. Rowland 
Also present:   One member of the public
J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr. P. Poole, Cllr. A Bowness, Cumbria County Councillor.
Prior to the meeting opening members signed a declaration of acceptance of office and completed the register of disclosable pecuniary and other registerable interests form.

26/19
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

Nominations were invited for the election of Chair for council year 2019/20.  On the proposal of Cllr Moore, seconded by Cllr Riley it was therefore RESOLVED that Cllr. Rowland be re-elected Chair for the ensuing year.

27/19
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Rowland assumed the chair and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

28/19
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

RESOLVED that Cllr. Moore be re-elected Vice Chair for council year 2019/20.

29/19
MINUTES 4 MARCH 2019
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2019 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 
30/19
VACANCIES ON THE PARISH COUNCIL FOLLOWING THE ELECTION
Following the election two vacancies exist on the parish council.  Jane Clark was present at the meeting and expressed an interest in being co-opted back onto the Council.  Jane Clark was duly co-opted onto the Council and signed a declaration of acceptance of office and was provided with a register of disclosable pecuniary and other registerable interests form for completion.
31/19 
POLICE REPORT
A report had not been received.  Members discussed a recent incident that had occurred in the parish. Cllr Moore agreed to contact PCSO Clare Parker to discuss this.
32/19 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.
33/19
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No matters were raised.
34/19
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 4 MARCH 2019
None.
35/19 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
CALC Circular April

CALC Circular May 2019

LDNPA Members Report March 

LDNA Members Report April

Clerks and Councils Direct

CALC Training Events

Eaglesfield Paddle Academy Trustees – Cllrs Poole and Riley had agreed to represent the Parish as Trustees.
SSAFA Armed Forces Charity – VE Day 75

Royal British Legion D-Day 75

Letter from Lorton resident – It was agreed the Parish Council would only consider this further if one or more Blindbothel parishioners raises concern.
36/19 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 31st March 2019

£4,965.65

Income Received:


Allerdale Borough Council – Half yearly precept

£1,700.00

(b)
NJC Pay Increase for Clerks - Members noted that the NJC had agreed a pay increase of 2% from April 2019.
(c)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account April/May




£343.02

HMRC PAYE April/May




£  67.20

Internal Auditor





£ 85.00


CALC Annual subscription




£ 91.86

Paddle School – Room Hire




£120.00

A replacement cheque had been issued for Zurich Municipal
£257.60

37/19
ANNUAL AUDIT
The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out with no issues identified. 

(i) Annual Governance Statement – Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that arrangements are in place for effective financial management and the accounting statements are prepared in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(ii) Accounting Statement 2018/19 – Members agreed that the Accounting Statement in the annual return fairly represents the financial position of the parish council.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iii) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2018/19 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(iv) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 17th June and will end on 26th July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(v)       Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be added to the parish council’s website
38/19
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2019/2071 – Toddell Farm, Mosser

Insertion of secondary door behind existing barn door
7/2019/2077 – Toddell Farm, Mosser
Render the whole right gable end of the property with roughcast render
(b)       Decisions

72019/2034 – Brandlingill Farmhouse, Bandlingill

Removal of defective plasterwork and replacement with new lime plaster, lowering of external ground levels.




GRANTED

39/19  ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
Cllr Moore reported that the issues in the Mosser area are no further forward and agreed to contact the Highways Manager at Cumbria County Council to discuss ongoing highway matters.
40/19
ELECTION OF PARISH MEMBER TO LDNPA NORTH DA
The term of appointment of the parish members on the Lake District National Park Authority comes to an end in May 2019.  Nominations are invited from members of the parish council for the North Distinctive Area.  No nominations were received.  

41/19
PARISH WALK
The Chairman updated Members on arrangements for the parish walk.  Route options were discussed and the Chairman confirmed that consent had been granted from the landowners to connect the public footpaths.  Alternative dates were also considered. A further meeting will be arranged to discuss this in more detail.
42/19
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Recycling issues in the parish were discussed. Members also considered whether a waste bin should be sited at High Dyke road end.  The Chairman advised he was planning to re-varnish the noticeboards.
43/19
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 1st July, 2019

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm
Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
