BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 14th May, 2018 at 7.30 pm
Present:  
 Cllrs. J. Moore, P. Poole, S. Riley, B. Rowland 
Also present:  Cllr A Bowness, Cumbria County Council (for part of the meeting)

 J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr R. Bell, Cllr T. Annison, Allerdale Borough Council, 
31/18
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Nominations were invited for the election of Chairman for council year 2018/19.  On the proposal of Cllr Moore, seconded by Cllr Poole.  RESOLVED that Cllr. Rowland be re-elected Chair for the ensuing year.

32/18
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Rowland assumed the chair and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

33/18
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED that Cllr. Moore be re-elected Vice Chair for council year 2018/19.
34/18
MINUTES 5 MARCH 2018
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March, 2018 were agreed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
35/18 
POLICE REPORT
PCSO Clare Parker had provided a report advising that there had been no relevant incidents to report in the area since the last meeting.  Cllr Poole reported at the last joint meeting with the police held on 11th March incidents of anti-social behaviour in a neighbouring parish had been discussed. Concern was raised regarding the use of trail bikes on Mosser fell and on the fell road.  It was agreed that the police should be made aware of this. It was also agreed that Cllr Moore would raise this with the landowner. The next joint meeting with the police will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 6th June at Cockermouth Police Station.  Cllr. Moore to attend
36/18 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

37/18
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.
38/18
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 5 MARCH 2018
Cumbria Children’s Dyslexia Project – Cllr Moore reported that he had made enquiries regarding the project.  Following a discussion it was agreed not to support the request.
39/18 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
Minutes – Three Tier meeting held on 22nd March 2018
Clerks and Councils Direct

CALC Circular May 2018
LDNPA – Invitation to meet the Planners – The Chairman reported that he had attended the Meet the Planners event on 24th April.  The event provided an opportunity for parish councillors to talk to the Development Management team about planning issues
LDNPA Members report March 2018
LDNPA Members report April 2018

Connecting Cumbria – New service in Loweswater

LDNPA – Local Plan Review Consultation – The Local Plan consultation opens on 8th May and closes on 29th June
Allerdale Borough Council – Footway Lighting - The Borough Council had written to all parish councils regarding footway lighting.  The letter stated that due to reductions in funding from Central Government the Borough Council’s budget has been reduced by approximately 20% and as the provision of footway lighting is not a statutory requirement it is one area where savings have to be generated.  The Borough Council is keen to work with parishes to ensure the transition of responsibility for the provision, maintenance and energy costs of footway lighting is effected over the coming years.  The Clerk agreed to contact the Borough Council to establish how many footway lights are in the Parish.
40/18 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31st March, 2018

£4,813.85

Parish Council Balance at 14th May 2018

£6,256.25

Income Received:


Allerdale Borough Council – Half Yearly Precept
£1,700.00

(b) NJC Pay Increase for Parish Clerks - The Clerk reported that the NJC had agreed a pay increase for parish clerks of 2% for the next two years from April 2018.
(c) The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account April/May




£332.49

HMRC PAYE April/May




£  65.80

P. Wilson – Internal Auditor



£  85.00


CALC – Annual Subscription



£111.00

Paddle School – Room Hire



£120.00

(d)
Cumberland Building Society.  Further to minute ref. 23/18(c) a mandate had been obtained from the Cumberland Building Society to open an account. The requisite forms were completed and signed by members in attendance.  As Cllr Bell was not present at the meeting the Clerk was requested to arrange with Cllr Bell to complete the form for return to the Cumberland BS.  It was noted that the Cumberland would arrange for closure of the account with HSBC.
41/18
ANNUAL AUDIT

The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out with no issues identified. 

(i) Annual Governance Statement – Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that arrangements are in place for effective financial management and the accounting statements are prepared in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations.  RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.
(ii) Accounting Statement 2017/18 – Members agreed that the Accounting Statement in the annual return fairly represents the financial position of the parish council.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iii) Certificate of Exemption - Members resolved that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk certifying that the Parish Council is exempt from a limited assurance review and during the financial year 2017/18 the gross income for the year or gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.

(iv) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 4th June and will end on 13th July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(v)      Publication on website – The Clerk reported the requisite documents will be added to the parish council’s website
42/18
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2018/2045 – Low Hall, Blindbothel
Barn conversion into wedding venue

7/2018/2060 – Barn adjacent to Rosehill, Brandlingill Barn
Conversion of barn to live/work unit including new vehicular access.  Amended scheme to include new openings.

(b)      Decisions

7/2018/2004 – Rose Hill, Brandlingill, Cockermouth

Conversion of barn to live/work unit including new vehicular access. Amended scheme to include new openings and garage.


        REFUSED 

7/2018/2023 – Rake Barn, Southwaite, Cockermouth

Single storey extension to rear, double storey extension to front gable and new entrance porch






       GRANTED


7/2018/2003 – High Barn, Rogerscale, Cockermouth

Proposed summer house, green house, garden shed, patio area and elevated decking area







       GRANTED
7/2018/2038 – Mosser Mains Farm, Mosser, Cockermouth

Proposed barn conversion to provide domestic accommodation      GRANTED

7/2018/2060 – Barn adjacent to Rosehill, Brandlingill Barn

Conversion of barn to live/work unit including new vehicular access.  Amended scheme to include new openings.


         GRANTED

43/18 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

Cllr Moore reported that he had received complaints about the condition of the road between Mosser and Sosgill.  Cllr Bowness suggested contacting Highways for an update on when repairs are likely to be carried out in this area.

44/18
WHINFELL FARM CAMPSITE

The Chairman reported that he was aware that an order had been placed for the new sewage system and hopefully will be installed in time for the Bank Holiday at the end of May.
45/18
BATTLE’S OVER – A NATION’S TRIBUTE

Cllr Riley reported that the Cockermouth Mechanics Band had advised that it is likely that a bugler will be available to attend the event.  This will be confirmed in the next few weeks.  Cllr Riley suggested that a further meeting should be held to further discuss the preparations, invitations etc.  Cllr Poole advised that a meeting will be held a month prior to the event to finalise catering arrangements. The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s insurers had confirmed that the event will be covered by the current policy.
46/18
SREET LIGHTING – PADDLE SCHOOL
Cllr Moore reported that further to correspondence with the County Council and Allerdale Borough Council regarding the possibility of having footway lighting installed between the pedestrian and car park accesses, the school had now requested the parish councils support in their bid to the United Utilities Legacy Fund for improved lighting at the school, to extend the use of the school hall for use by the community and to extend the school car park.  All were in favour of the project.  Cllr Moore agreed to pass on the parish council’s support to the Head Teacher at the School.
47/18
GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS
The Clerk reported that the General Data Protection Regulation will come into effect from 25th May 2018.  This replaces the existing law on data protection and gives individuals more rights and protection regarding how their personal data is used by councils.  A draft Data Protection Policy, General Privacy Notice and Consent Form had been prepared together with a draft Information Audit.  Members resolved that the Data Protection Policy, the Privacy Notice and Consent form should be included on the Parish Council’s website.  

Members noted that the Government has tabled an amendment to its Data Protection Bill to exempt all parish and town councils and parish meetings in England from the requirement to appoint a Data Protection Officer.  It was also noted that the Parish Council will need to register with the Information Commissioners Office and pay a fee of £40.00.  Confirmation on these two points is still awaited.

48/18
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No additional items were added to the agenda.

49/18
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Date of the next meeting Monday 2nd July, 2018
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm

Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
