BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 8th May, 2017 at 7.30 pm
Present:  
 Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Moore, S. Riley, B. Rowland 
Also present:  Cllr T. Annison, Allerdale Borough Council

 J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllr. P. Poole, Cllr. A. Bowness, Cumbria County Council and PCSO C. Parker.
33/17
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Nominations were invited for the election of Chairman for council year 2017/18.  On the proposal of Cllr Riley, seconded by Cllr Moore, RESOLVED that Cllr. Rowland be re-elected Chair for the ensuing year.

34/17
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Rowland assumed the chair and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

35/17
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED that Cllr. Moore be re-elected Vice Chair for council year 2017/18.

36/17
MINUTES 6 MARCH 2017
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March, 2017 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
37/17 
POLICE REPORT
PCSO C. Parker had provided a report containing crime prevention advice.  The clerk reported that there were no crimes shown on the crime mapper website for the parish.  It was also noted that the information on the crime mapper website had not been updated since February 2017.
38/17 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

39/17
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.
40/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 6 MARCH 2017
Mosser PCC – A letter had been received thanking the parish council for their donation towards the upkeep of St. Michael’s Church and the church yard at St. Philips.  With regard to the memorial garden there had been no formal planning decision from the diocese regarding the replacement plinth.  Cllr Riley reported that he had contacted Mosser PCC who had confirmed that the request for funding was solely towards the maintenance of the churchyard. 

Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute – Cllr Riley reported that the Parish Council’s interest in taking part in the chain of beacons had been registered.  The options available for participating in the chain of beacons were circulated at the meeting.  Members considered the type of beacon and a suitable location.   As the event is scheduled for November 2018 it was agreed to discuss the options further at a future meeting.
41/17 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
CALC – Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England
Cumbria County Council – Connecting Cumbria Update

CALC – Allerdale Three Tier Meeting – 11th May 2017 

Cumbria County Council Guidance on the Highways Information Management System 

Report from the LDNPA Member – March 2017

CALC Circular April 2017

LDNPA – Local Plan Review – Call for Sites

42/17 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31st March, 2017

£4,935.96

Income Received:


Allerdale Borough Council – Half Yearly Precept
£1,700.00

(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account April/May




£322.84

HMRC PAYE April/May




£  64.60

P. Wilson – Internal Auditor



£ 85.00


Paddle School – Room Hire



£120.00


CALC – Annual Subscription



£108.12
43/17
ANNUAL AUDIT

The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out with no issues identified.  Members considered the effectiveness of the system of internal control and agreed that this is satisfactory.

(i) Annual Governance Statement – Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that arrangements are in place for effective financial management and the accounting statements are prepared in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.

(ii) Accounting Statement 2016/17 – Members agreed that the Accounting Statement in the annual return fairly represents the financial position of the parish council.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the annual return.  

(iii) Period of Exercise of Public Rights – Members noted that the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 5th June and will end on 14th July.  A notice will be displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of their rights to inspect the accounts.

(iv) Publication on website – The Clerk reported that the Annual Governance Statement, Statement of Accounts and the Statement setting out the period of exercise of elector’s rights will be published on the website.

44/17
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2017/2109 – Mereghyll, Low Lorton
Alterations to existing windows and the formation of new window openings

No objections

(b)      Decisions


7/2017/2033 – Toddell Farm, Mosser


Conversion of part of dwelling to a holiday let 


      GRANTED


7/2017/2034 – Toddell Farm, Mosser


Conversion of part of dwelling to a holiday let

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED
7/2016/2242 – Mosser Mains Farm, Mosser

Proposed barn conversion to provide domestic accommodation










REFUSED
7/2017/2058 – Bridge End Water Treatment Works, Bridge End, Keswick

Approval of details reserved by condition 4 of planning approval ref 7/2016/2027 (phasing plan showing the sequencing of the development for managing the construction and restoration works)

45/17 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

No matters reported.
46/17
WHINFELL FARM CAMPSITE

The Chairman reported that together with Cllrs Poole and Riley he had attended a meeting with Sian Tranter from the Environmental Protection Team at the Borough Council.  An officer from the Environment Agency had also attended the camp site before Easter and had expressed concern that the current sewage disposal arrangements as being unacceptable.  The Borough Council had put two options to the owner to either install the new bio disc treatment plant as soon as practical or to cap the existing tank and regularly tanker away the effluent in the interim until the new system is installed.   The Borough Council had requested the owner to confirm a plan of action.  In the meantime, members agreed to continue to monitor the situation and advise the Borough Council if an odour nuisance is witnessed. 
47/17
BROADBAND

No new matters to report.
48/17
PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH – COCKERMOUTH – BUTTERMERE
Further to minute ref. 30/17 Members agreed to leave the matter in abeyance until clarification had been received from the landowner in relation to liability insurance.

49/17
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr Riley to be added as an authorised signatory

The Clerk reported that the notice board at the school appeared to be slightly unstable.  Members undertook a visit to the site and suggested that one post needed replaced.  Cllr Moore agreed to speak to the Head Teacher to make arrangements to replace the post at a suitable time when the school is closed.

50/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Date of the next meeting Monday 3rd July, 2017

The meeting closed at 8.25 pm

Signed……………………………………Chairman      Date.………………………………
