BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 12th May, 2014 at 7.30 pm.
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, R. Cooley, A.E.W. Hudson, B. Rowland

Also present: J. Rae

Apologies: 
None

29/14
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR COUNCIL YEAR 2014/15

One nomination was received for the election of Chairman for council year 2014/15.  RESOLVED that Cllr. Hudson be re-elected as Chairman for the ensuing year.

30/14 
TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Cllr. Hudson signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

31/14
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR COUNCIL YEAR 2014/15
RESOLVED that Cllr. Cooley be appointed as Vice Chairman for council year 2014/15.

32/14
MINUTES 3 MARCH 2014
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd March, 2014 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

33/14 
POLICE REPORT

A report from Cumbria Police had not been received.

34/14 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

35/14
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.

36/14
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 3 MARCH 2014

At the last meeting Cllr Bowness advised that he would try to obtain a copy of the parish map supplied with the Information Pack from Cumbria Highways.  As this had not been received Cllr Rowland agreed to photocopy parts of the map and attempt to locate as many gullies as possible in the parish and mark these on the copy. 

37/14 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated and discussed at the meeting:

Letter of thanks for the parish council’s donation of £100 from the Great North Air Ambulance

Letter of thanks for the parish council’s donation of £50.00 from Citizens Advice Allerdale

CALC Minutes of the Allerdale District General Meeting held on 13th March 

CALC Circular April 2014

Cumbria County Council – Connecting Cumbria Drop In Session Cockermouth 2nd April 

Cumbria County Council Cockermouth Main Street Newsletter

LDNPA Parish Update Spring 2014

CALC Circular May 2014

Above Derwent PC – LDNPA Vacancy for Parish Representative

United Utilities – West Cumbria Water Supply Project

38/14
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31 March 2014

£4796.11


Parish Council Balance at 30 April 2014

£6252.21


Income received:


Allerdale Borough Council Half Yearly Precept

£3400.00

(b)
HMRC/PAYE


The Clerk reported she had contacted HMRC.  HMRC had confirmed the 
letter advising that PAYE has to be paid electronically in future had been sent 
in error and that payment books will be sent out.

(c)
The following accounts were authorised for payment


Clerk’s account April/May



£332.19


HMRC PAYE April/May



£  61.80


CALC (Annual Subscription)


£102.00


P. Wilson (Internal Auditor)



£  85.00


Eaglesfield Paddle School
(Room Hire)

£120.00

(d)
Bank Mandate


Cllr Cooley reported he had contacted HSBC and advised that HSBC are 
insisting that all names and signatures are required on the new mandate.  
Cllr. Bell therefore signed the mandate and agreed to provide HSBC with the 
necessary id.  The Chairman agreed to contact Cllr Clark to obtain his 
signature.


Change of Statement Date: The Clerk requested that authorisation for HSBC 
to change the statement production date from the twelfth day of the month to 
the first day be signed by two authorised signatories.


Electronic Payments:  Notification had been received from CALC that the 
restrictions with regard to the two signature rule had now been lifted and 
parish councils can now move towards electronic payments.  It was agreed to 
continue with the present arrangements.

39/14
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2013/14


The Clerk reported the internal audit had been carried out with no issues 
identified.  It was agreed the accounting statement is correct and the annual 
governance statement was agreed.  RESOLVED that the Chairman be 
authorised to sign the annual return.


Notices had been displayed on the parish notice boards notifying electors of 
their rights to inspect the accounts.

40/14
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:


7/2014/2052 – Bridge End Cottage, Low Lorton, Cockermouth


New house in garden


(b)       Decisions


7/2013/2330 – Mosser Gate Farm, Mosser


Construction of sheep holding facilities


GRANTED


7/2014/2021 – Mosser Mains Farm, Mosser


Erection of a roof extension 



GRANTED


7/2013/2321 – Barn adjacent to Rosehill, Brandlingill


Variation of condition 6 of planning application 7/2012/2148 to amend ‘locality’ 
to comprise the North Distinctive Area as defined by the Lake District 
National Park Housing Provisions Supplementary Planning Document.










GRANTED


7/2014/2005/ - Land adjacent to Whinfell Caravan Park. Lorton


Proposed covered sheep pens, gathering yard and agricultural storage barn










WITHDRAWN 

41/14 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

The Chairman advised he would report the pot holes at Low Lorton to the Highways Hotline.  No other matters were reported.

42/14
BROADBAND

An update provided by David Blaylock, Hub Co-ordinator for the area was circulated with the agenda.  It was reported that the Connecting Cumbria project now has 82 cabinets live, 10 of which are in Cockermouth.  Cabinets are also in place in Greysouthen, Brigham and Broughton.  New cabinets can be identified by the Superfast Broadband is here stickers.  

43/14
FOOTWAY LIGHTING REVIEW – REQUEST FOR EVIDENCE 

The Borough Council had written to all parish councils to advise that the Council’s Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee have recently established a sub-committee on footway lighting.  The sub committee has been set up to examine the issues of footway lighting and concerns being raised across the Borough about the planned removal of some footway lighting by Electricity North West.  The sub committee has requested evidence from parish councils about what is considered to be priority lights within the parish, what are the reasons for those lights being of particular importance and whether there are any existing lights that are not required.  It was agreed that the two lights at Mosser are situated on narrow roads with no pavements and the light on the west side of Lorton Bridge is on the route used by school children.  The three should remain for highway/community safety reasons.

44/14
NOMINATION OF PARISH MEMBER TO LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

Cllr Rowland confirmed that he had submitted a nomination paper to CALC.  

CALC had advised that if more than one candidate is nominated, an election will be held and the Ballot Paper (on which the vote of each councillor can be recorded) will be dispatched on 12th May 2014.   The Clerk circulated the statements of the three nominees and agreed to pass on the ballot paper to the Chairman once received.

45/14
DONATION REQUEST

A request for financial assistance towards the upkeep of the two churchyards and the parish magazine was received from Mosser Church Council.  RESOLVED that £200 be granted.

46/14
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new matters reported.

47/14
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th July 2014.

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

