BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 7th November, 2016 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Moore, P. Poole, S. Riley, B. Rowland (Chair)
Also present: Cllr. T. Annison


Cllr. A. Bowness


J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
PCSO C. Parker
73/16
MINUTES 12 SEPTEMBER 2016
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th September, 2016 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
74/16 
POLICE REPORT
Claire Parker the new PCSO for the area was unable to attend the meeting.  The report received advised that going forward the way the crime figures are provided is changing.  Crime figures can now be obtained via the Cumbria Police website https://www.police.uk following the links - Find Your Neighbourhood – Enter Location/postcode – explore crime map – click on area – click on each individual crime.  The Clerk reported that there appeared to be no incidents reported in the parish.  It was noted that the website is difficult to navigate to be able to gauge a true reflection of the crimes/crime figures in each area and that the figures provided were out of date. Cllr Annison advised he was already looking into this and would pursue this further with the Police Crime Commissioner on behalf of the Parish Council.
75/16 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

76/16
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.
77/16
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 12 SEPTEMBER 2016
Whinfell Farm Campsite – The Chairman reported that following the last meeting a letter had been sent to the owner of the campsite with a copy to the Borough Council and the Environment Agency.  Despite repeated requests no meaningful response had been received from the Environmental Health Officer dealing with the matter at the Borough Council.  Confirmation had still not been received from the Borough Council as to the season and site capacity.  The Chairman also advised that he had spoken with the owner of the campsite who had confirmed that an application had still not been submitted.   It was agreed that the matter should be escalated to the Manager of the Environmental Health Services Department at the Borough Council. The Environment Agency should also be consulted again to try to find a resolution to this issue.  Cllr. Annison agreed to speak to the portfolio holder for Environmental Services and the EHO dealing with the matter at the Borough Council.
78/16 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
CALC Circular October 2016
Connecting Cumbria Newsletter

CALC Annual Report 2016

National Grid – North West Coast Connections Public Consultation
HSBC – Notification that Cockermouth branch is closing. Members noted that the Parish Council’s account would be transferred to the Workington branch.  It was agreed not to take any action at the moment.
Healthwatch – Chatty Van visiting a town near you. 
Local Plan Review

LDNPA Parish Members report September

LDNPA Parish Members report October

CALC Minutes of General Meeting 29th September

79/16 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31st October 2016

£6488.81
Receipts:

Allerdale Borough Council


Half Yearly Precept




£1700.00

(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account October/November

£317.99

HMRC PAYE October/November


£ 64.00
(c)
Budget for Council Year 2017/18
The draft budget for 2017/18 had been circulated with the agenda.  The usual items of expenditure were discussed.  RESOLVED that the precept remain at £3400.00

80/16
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:

None
(b)      Decisions

None
81/16 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

It was reported that some of the roads in the parish had recently been repaired.  This was welcomed by members.  
Cllr Bowness advised that County Highways are currently in the process of refilling grit bins and that gully cleaning is in progress.  Highways are checking the gullies with cameras if complaints had been received.
Other matters reported included the landslip on the road just below Mosser village and a pot hole on the Mosser to Sosgill road.
82/16
MELBREAK COMMUNITIES EMERGENCY PLAN 

The Chairman reported that at a recent meeting of the Melbreak Communities the issues around insurance cover for councillors providing advice to members of the public in relation the Emergency Plan had been highlighted.   Advice had been sought from the parish council’s insurers who had advised that the parish councillors would be covered by the Parish Council’s insurance policy to provide advice but the Melbreak Communities would not be covered unless the group is made up solely from parish councillors from Blindbothel.   
Following a discussion whether the group should have its own insurance and each parish contribute towards this, it was suggested that the Clerk contact the Clerk to Lorton Parish Council to enquire what action they may be considering to take this forward.
83/16
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

(a) Electoral Review of Allerdale Borough Council

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England has commenced an electoral review of the Borough Council.  The consultation is inviting proposals for a new pattern of electoral wards.  The Commission is minded to recommend that 48 councillors should be elected to the Borough Council in future. 

Cllr Annison reported that some proposals being discussed at the moment may impact on the Crummock Ward but ultimately it would be the Boundary Commission who make the final decision.
(b) The Future of Healthcare in West, North and East Cumbria

Details of the Public Consultation had been circulated with the agenda.  The consultation document sets out the options for change in West, North and East Cumbria. The consultation runs for twelve weeks from 26th September and is available on line at www.wnecumbria.nhs.uk 
84/16
BROADBAND

No matters to report.

85/16
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new matters were raised.

86/16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 9th January, 2017
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

