BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 7 March 2016 at 7.15 pm.
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, P. Poole (Chair)
Also present: A. Bowness, Cumbria County Council (for part of the meeting)
T. Annison, Allerdale Borough Council

PCSO S. Brown (for part of the meeting)
J. Rae, Clerk
Apologies: 
Cllr. B. Rowland and J. Moore.
15/16
MINUTES 11 JANUARY 2016
As the meeting was not quorate the minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2016 will be signed at the next quorate meeting.
16/16 
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Sarah Brown was in attendance and advised that no incidents had been reported in the parish since the last meeting. Despite no incidents being reported PCSO Brown advised that rural crimes are increasing.  Items such as trailers, tools and livestock are targeted.  Police request that if members of the public notice anyone behaving suspiciously to report this as soon as possible on the 101 telephone number or in an emergency 999.  
17/16 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. P. Poole declared an interest in item 6 on the agenda due to being a neighbour of Whinfell Camp Site.
18/16
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were present at the meeting.
19/16
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 11 JANUARY 2016
Cllr Rowland had provided a written update regarding Whinfell Camping Site.  

After the last meeting Cllr Rowland had contacted the Environment Agency and Environmental Services at the Borough Council.  No action would be taken until the owner returned from holiday.  Cllr Rowland visited the owner after his return in early February to discuss his intentions.  The owner advised that he intended to start work on the site the week commencing 29th February.  At the date of the meeting there were no visible works in the field.  Cllr. Rowland had agreed to follow this up on his return from holiday.  Cllr Annison advised he would contact the Borough Council Environmental Services Department to make enquiries as to what size of septic tank would be required to accommodate a camp site the size of Whinfell.
20/16 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated and discussed at the meeting:
A letter of thanks had been received from the Great North Air Ambulance Service for the parish council’s donation of £200.
A letter of thanks had been received from Mosser Church Council for the parish council’s donation of £200 towards the maintenance of the churchyards of St. Michael’s church and St. Philip’s church and towards the magazine.   It was noted that any items of interest to the community can be published in the magazine.
LDNPA – Statement of Community Involvement Consultation
Cumbria Community Foundation – Newsletter including articles on the Cumbria Flood Recovery Appeal and the Big Sleep

Connecting Cumbria Newsletter

LDNPA Parish Member’s Report January 2016
CALC Circular February 2016

LDNPA Parish Member’s Report February 2016

CALC – External Audit for Smaller Authorities – Under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 SAAA is required to make audit arrangements for all smaller authorities other than those that have given notice that they wish to make their own arrangements (opt-out).  All authorities will need to complete and publish an annual return in accordance with the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.  An annual exemption form will also need to be submitted.  The new arrangements will take effect from 1st April 2017.  It is recommended that the parish council remain opted-in to the SAAA arrangements.
CALC Circular March 2016

CALC – Notification that the Three Tier Meeting will take place on 24th March 2016 at Cockermouth Town Hall at 7.00 pm

Tower Mint – HM Queen Elizabeth II 90th Birthday Commemorative Medal for Schools and Councils.

ACT Gazette Spring 2016

Allerdale Borough Council – Notification that the Borough Council are to remove the glass and can recycling facility from the Lorton Village site.  

21/16
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT

(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 29 February 2016

£5277.59
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment


Clerk’s account December/January


£315.66

HMRC PAYE December/January



£  63.20  

Zurich Insurance – Annual Insurance due 1st April 2016 £251.85

(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor
RESOLVED that Mr. P. Wilson be appointed to undertake the internal audit of the parish council’s accounts for financial year 2015/16.
(d)
Parish Council Insurance/Risk Management

The Clerk reported that a renewal invitation had been received from Zurich Insurance.  The cover was deemed to be adequate.  It was therefore RESOLVED to renew the policy at an annual premium of £251.85.  The increase due to the rise in premium insurance tax from 6% to 9%. 

22/16
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:

7/2016/2038 – The Mews, The Howe, Mosser
Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an Existing use or operation – Use of the Mews as a dwelling and garden

The application is for information purposes only.  This was noted by members.
(b) Decisions


7/2015/2274 – Threlkeld Leys, Blindbothel


Retrospective application for re-establishment of derelict kitchen garden, 
boundary walls, greenhouses and store.


GRANTED

7/2015/2276 – Mansion House, Brandlingill

Construction of detached domestic garage incorporating stable area.









           GRANTED

23/16 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

No new matters reported.

24/16
BROADBAND

There were no further developments to report at this time.
25/16
DONATION REQUEST 

This item was deferred until the next meeting.
2616
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The clerk reported that rubbish including glass bottles had been dumped on the land at High Dyke road ends where the notice board is sited.  The Street Scene Officer at the Borough Council had been made aware of this.  It was discussed whether it would be practicable to have a litter bin sited in this vicinity.  Cllr Annison agreed to contact Cllr Heaslip the portfolio holder for Environmental Services at the Borough Council regarding this.  Members were reminded of the Borough Council’s Spot the Grot campaign and that fly tipping can be reported via the Borough Council’s website. 
Cllr. Annison reported that he had attended the LGA conference in London recently.  He also advised that he was a member of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee that considers issues into Youth Unemployment in Allerdale.  At the Borough Council’s full Council meeting last week Cllr Annison had asked the question as to whether the Borough Council are supporting the LDNPA World Heritage Bid. 
27/16
DATE OF NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS
The dates for the next and future meetings were agreed as follows: 

Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting 9th May, 2016

4th July, 12th September, 7 November 2016

9th January 2017 6th March, 2017.
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

