BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 6th March, 2017 at 7.15 pm
Present:  
 Cllrs. P. Poole, S. Riley, B. Rowland (Chair)
Also present:  Cllr. A. Bowness

 Three members of the public (for part of the meeting)


 J. Rae (Clerk)
Apologies: 
Cllrs. J. Moore and T. Annison
16/17
MINUTES 9 JANUARY 2017
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January, 2017 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
17/17 
POLICE REPORT
PCSO C. Parker had provided a report containing crime prevention advice.  The clerk reported that there no were no crimes shown on the crime mapper website for the parish.  It was also noted that the information on the crime mapper website had not been updated since December 2016.
18/17 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

19/17
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Three members of the public were in attendance for item 11 on the agenda (Whinfell Farm Campsite).  Concern was again raised about the ongoing issues at the campsite.  Despite being granted planning permission at the end of 2016 the owner has made no progress with regard to the installation of the sewage treatment plant prior to the campsite opening for the 2017 season.
20/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING ON 9 JANUARY 2017
None.

21/17 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received since the last meeting:
Local Government Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of Allerdale – Draft Recommendations.   – It was noted that no changes appear to have been made to the boundary of the Crummock Ward.
Lake District National Park Partnership – Parish Forum – Agenda for the meeting on 13th March 2017 together with notes from the meeting on 25th April 2016.

LDNPA Parishes Member Report January 2017

LDNPA Parishes Member Report February 2017

ACT Gazette Spring 2017

Clerks and Councils Direct March 2017

CALC Circular February 2017

CALC Circular March 2017

Request for Funding – Cumbria Dyslexia Project
Great North Air Ambulance Service – Letter of thanks for the parish council’s donation of £200.00.

CALC – Minutes of the Three Tier Meeting held on 19th January 2017.

Flood Investigation Report for Lorton Valley –16th February 2017 – Members commented on the lack of information provided at the meeting on the way forward to reduce the risk of flooding in the Lorton Valley.  Cllr Bowness agreed to make some enquiries at the Cumbria County Council Local Area Meeting and report back for the Melbreak Communities AGM on 4th April 2017.

22/17 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial statement had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 28th February, 2017

£5523.02
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

Clerk’s account February/March



£323.06

HMRC PAYE February/March



£  64.00

Donation granted to Mosser PCC



£200.00
The renewal documentation received from Zurich Insurance was discussed.  RESOLVED that the cover provided is adequate for the parish council’s requirements.

Account Payable on 1st April 2017


Zurich Insurance – Annual Insurance


£253.00

(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor

RESOLVED that Mr. P. Wilson be appointed to carry out the internal audit of the parish council’s accounts for financial year 2016/17.
23/17
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting
7/2016/2242 – Mosser Mains Farm, Mosser

Proposed barn conversion to provide domestic accommodation










No objections


7/2017/2034 – Toddell Farm, Mosser


Conversion of part of dwelling to a holiday let 

No objections
(b)      Decisions


None
24/17 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

Cllr Bowness advised the meeting that Cumbria County Council are to implement a new system for reporting defects on the highway. The system (HIMS) will be a much improved way of reporting defects as these can be pinpointed on a map and photographs can also be added.  The progress of the fault reported can be tracked on the new system which is expected to be operational by the end of March.
25/17
WHINFELL FARM CAMPSITE

The Chairman reported that since the last meeting he had had two conversations with the Manager of Environmental Services at the Borough Council who advised that the EHO dealing with the matter would visit the site once the owner had returned from holiday.  The Chairman also reported that he had spoken to the owner of the campsite who had advised that he has no immediate plans to install the new sewage treatment plant.  Cllr Bowness agreed to speak to members of the Allerdale Local Committee at its next meeting to see if they can provide any assistance.  Following further discussion, it was agreed that a meeting should be requested with the Environmental Health Services Manager at the Borough Council to put forward the parish council’s proposal that the campsite should not open until the site’s sewage disposal plant is fit for purpose.  Cllr. Riley and Mr. Poole agreed to accompany the Chairman and attend the meeting with the Borough Council.
26/17
MELBREAK COMMUNITIES EMERGENCY PLAN 

The Chairman provided Members with an update on the current position with regard to the public liability insurance cover for Melbreak Communities.  Lorton Parish Council had been unwilling to change insurers, it had therefore been agreed that a separate policy would need to be taken out with Zurich Insurance to cover the Melbreak Communities group. 
27/17
BROADBAND

No new matters to report.
28/17
DONATION REQUEST – MOSSER PCC
The request from Mosser PCC for financial assistance towards the Mosser Magazine and upkeep of the churchyards had been circulated with the agenda.  Members discussed the contents of the letter and noted that from January 2017 there will be no Mosser Magazine as no one had come forward to take on the task of editing the magazine.  With regard to the churchyards there is an issue at the moment in the Memorial Garden.  The stone erected in 2000 is now full and another stone for inscriptions would cost £1500.  A suggestion had been put forward at the Mosser PCC meeting to alter the current kerb with a replacement plinth, this would hold more embedded areas for inscription plaques.  The cost of this would be £700.00.  Following a discussion, it was suggested that the usual donation of £200 would be granted and Cllr Riley agreed to seek clarification on the works suggested from the Secretary of Mosser PCC.   
29/17
BATTLE’S OVER – A NATION’S TRIBUTE
The correspondence relating to the commemoration and remembrance of 100 years since the end of the war with the lighting of a beacon on 11th November 2018 was considered further.  RESOLVED that the parish council would register their interest in participating in the chain of beacons.  Cllr Riley was nominated to be the beacon co-ordinator and agreed make enquiries as to suitable locations where the beacon could be sited.
30/17
PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH – COCKERMOUTH – BUTTERMERE
Cllr Moore had provided a written update in relation to the possibility of a permissive footpath being created from Cockermouth to Buttermere that would run through the parish.  The following points were noted:
· The land owner would be responsible for creating and maintaining the footpath;

· This would mean that the landowner would become liable for death and injury to users of the path caused by any negligence – even where the path is merely “permissive”.  This liability is not one which can be excluded by signage or notice;
· The landowner would need to obtain liability insurance;
· The Parish Council could not underwrite or assume any liability for the path, because it has no insurable interest; and any other form of “underwriting” would be ultra vires of the parish council’s powers.

It was suggested that the Parish Council should seek clarification as to whether the landowner already has public/occupiers liability insurance for the land, and whether the insurance covers liability to those using a footpath.  
Cllr. Poole agreed to contact Cllr. Moore to discuss this further before contacting the landowner for clarification on the points raised.
31/17
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Cllr. Poole enquired whether the parish council minutes should be included in the Link Magazine.   Cllr Riley advised that in the past there had been some confusion surrounding this but the magazine was intended for the benefice.  It was noted that the parish council minutes and agendas are available on the Melbreak Communities website.

32/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The dates of the next and future meetings were agreed as follows:
Annual Parish and Annual Meeting – 8th May, 2017

3rd July, 11th September, 6th November, 2017

8th January, 5th March 2018

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

Date.…………………………………………………...

