BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 11th January, 2016 at 7.15 pm.
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, J. Moore, B. Rowland (Chair)
Also present: J. Rae (Clerk)

Two members of the public for part of the meeting

Apologies: 
Cllrs. P. Poole, A. Bowness, Cumbria County Council, T. Annison, Allerdale Borough Council, PCSO S. Brown

01/16
MINUTES 7 SEPTEMBER 2015 AND 2 NOVEMBER 2015
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th September, 2015 and 2nd November 2015 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
02/16 
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Sarah Brown was unable to attend to meeting.  The report received advised that no incidents had been reported in the parish since the last meeting.
03/16 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

04/16
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Two members of the public were in attendance and raised their concern regarding the offensive smell which appears to be emanating from the septic tank at Whinfell Camping Site.  This has been an ongoing problem for 2-3 years.  The Chairman reported that he was aware of this issue.  Following a discussion it was agreed that enquiries should be made at the Borough Council to ascertain whether they are aware of any issues at the site before the Environment Agency are made aware of the concerns.  It was also agreed that the owner of Whinfell Camping Site should be informed of the Parish Council’s actions. 
05/16
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 2 NOVEMBER 2015
None.

06/16 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated and discussed at the meeting:
Report from LDNPA Parish Member November 2015

Report from LDNPA Parish Member December 2015 – The report advised that following the floods the County’s Rights of Way network had suffered very severe damage in many places and within the National Park, some 1,400 bridges need to be assessed for safety.   The Chairman agreed to write to LDNPA regarding the issues at Lorton bridge.
CALC Circular December-January 2016

Allerdale Borough Council Budget Consultation 

CALC Audit Procurement Changes

Mosser Church Council – Donation Request

07/16
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT

(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31 December 2015

£6,058.67
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment


Clerk’s account December/January


£317.68

HMRC PAYE December/January



£  63.40  
08/16
BUDGET 2016-17

The Borough Council had forwarded the statement of parish precept to be levied for 2016/17 for completion.  The Council Tax Base figure for 2016/17 is £66.61 and the proposed CTRS grant that will be awarded is £0. The usual income and expenditure items were discussed.  RESOLVED that a precept demand of £3400 should be submitted to the Borough Council.
09/16
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:


7/2015/2276 – Mansion House, Brandlingill

Detached garage and workshop



No objections

7/2015/2274 – Threlkeld Leys, Blindbothel


Retrospective application for re-establishment of derelict kitchen garden, 
boundary walls, greenhouses and store.


No objections

 (b)     Decisions:

None
Notification received of a Willow Establishment Project – Rogerscale

The project involves the planting of 17.52ha of short rotation coppice (willow) on an area of 8 fields at Rogerscale.  The willow will be harvested and utilised in biomass boilers as sustainable fuel, this work will be carried out by Iggesund of Flimby.  

The Parish Council had no objection in principle but registered their concern about the impact of large vehicle movements to and from the site via the Rogerscale road whose surface and gulleys already suffer badly as a result of adverse weather conditions.
The response received from the agent advised that the days and times at which the vehicles arrive at the site and travelling to the site to collect the harvested willow bales can be spread out so there is not an influx of large vehicles at the same time. 
10/16 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

The impact on the roads in the Parish following the recent flooding was raised. The damage caused seems to be partly as a result of lack of maintenance of the gullies.    It was reported that County Highways had been made aware that Cllr Bev Rowland was the contact for the parish in November 2014 and that he had agreed to assist Highways identify the gullies in the parish.   Cllr Moore agreed to contact Karl Melville at Cumbria Highways to raise these issues and the lack of action from the gully wagon.
11/16
BROADBAND

There were no further developments to report at this time.
12/16
DONATION REQUEST 

A request for a donation towards the Pride of Cumbria had been received from the Great North Air Ambulance Service.  RESOLVED that £200.00 should be granted.
Members also considered the annual request from Mosser Church Council.  RESOLVED that £200 should be granted.  
13/16
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To receive an update with regard to the concerns regarding Whinfell Camping Site.

To agree meeting dates for the next Council year.

14/16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th March, 2016
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

