Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2013 
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Sloan, Aitken & Armstrong.
Apologies: Cllr. Deeks (due to a work commitment). 
Also in attendance: Ian Creighton and Vikki Salas from the West Cumbria Rivers Trust and four members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
68.13 Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.
69.13
Presentation: Ian Creighton and Vikki Salas from the West Cumbria Rivers Trust: Whit Beck re-naturalisation project.
Ian began the presentation by explaining that the West Cumbria Rivers Trust was a small charity working with the Environment Agency on a number of different projects.

The River Derwent and its tributaries were all cover by SSSI status and a variety of works are to be undertaken to protect the various habitats and species that brought about SSSI status originally, many of which have come under stress due to regular flooding.
This particular project will divert the Whit Beck from its current course, which is very straight and consequently fast flowing, prior to its entry into the River Cocker to a more meandering course which will slow down the speed of the beck and the gravel that it carries. There will be a gravel deposit zone in the area directly before the beck enters the River Cocker. There will also be planting of trees along the new course of the beck. It is expected that these works will encourage more fish to use the beck and the river, reduce flooding and reduce the need for gravel removal. It is a natural system that should need little or no maintenance. 

Ian was keen to emphasise that the project will be undertaken in partnership with local land-owners and that the project could not work without the agreement of local land-owners. The total cost of the scheme will be in the region of £400k and this money has been provided by the EU via DEFRA.
Some concerns were expressed by councillors regarding the value for money of this type of project. Doubts were also expressed regarding the idea that the project meant there would be no need for maintenance works on the beck in the future.

The Chair thanked Ian and Vikki for their presentation.

70.13 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes of the September meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
71.13 Public Participation:

Julian Creighton from Lorton Tennis Club informed councillors that the club was in the process of applying for funding to provide additional lights for a second court. The lights would increase usage of the club facilities, thereby increasing revenue and financial stability. The club has some funds to put towards this project but the majority of the funding will come from the Olympic Legacy Programme and the application was currently being developed. Julian explained that if the club could show that the application had the support of the Parish Council it would help and prove community support.
Questions were raised regarding the impact of the additional lights on those living nearby the club. Julian explained that he had approached local residents and they were not concerned about the additional lights. A further question was raised regarding the impact of increased usage on parking in the vicinity of the club. Julian was unsure what the impact would be regarding parking but he was informed that the school yard could be used in the evenings for additional parking.

ACTION: The Clerk is to write a letter of support from the Parish Council.
72.13 Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:

57.13: Clerk to take Cllr. Sloan through the paperwork associated with becoming a councillor and inform ABC of her co-option: Done
57.13: Clerk to send Alex Baker a letter of thanks for his work as a Parish councillor. Done.

58.13: High Swinside Farm planning application: LDNPA informed of views of council.

59.13: Clerk to contact Phil Hartley and ask him to undertake the work on benches 6 and 7: Done and work undertaken.

59.13: Clerk to check the council insurance policy to see if the bus shelter is identified within it: Done – not identified but all the indications are that the council does not own the bus shelter.
62.13: Highways issues: previous concerns not addressed reported again, plus blocked road drains by Kirkfell House: Done. 

64.13: Newsletter: not enough articles received, delayed until Christmas.
65.13: All payments sent out and cheques now cleared through the account.
Correspondence:

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	VG Energy: funds for community renewable projects 
	X
	

	Great North Air Ambulance: request for donation
	X
	X

	PCC: Independent Custody Visiting Scheme
	X
	

	Forestry Commission: Notice of meeting
	X
	

	ABC: Review of Polling Districts & Places
	X
	X

	LDNPA: Development Management newsletter
	X
	

	CALC New Model Standing Orders
	X
	X

	CALC November Newsletter
	X
	

	Information regarding Councillor training
	X
	X


It was agreed to donate £50.00p to the Great North Air Ambulance and to re-visit the New Model Standing Orders again at the January meeting. It was further agreed that councillors were content with the current polling arrangements. A number of councillors are to attend the Forestry Commission meeting and three councillors are to attend the training for new councillors to be held in Loweswater Village Hall.
B: Parish Maintenance Report:

Low Lorton Notice-board: Cllr. Sloan informed the meeting that she had met with the Clerk and Cllr. Irlam to discuss the installation of the new notice-board and they had agreed a wall placement could be achieved. The Clerk had then placed the order for the board, particulars of which had previously been circulated to councillors.
Parish Benches: Phil Hartley has now completed work on the benches at Low Lorton Bridge Crossroads (No. 6) and Crossgates (N0. 7) and submitted his invoice for payment. Councillors agreed to authorise further works in the New Year.
Grounds Maintenance: The Clerk reported that he had received the final invoice for this season from Richard McCree and asked councillors if they were happy for him to continue with the grounds maintenance work next season. Councillors were agreed that the council should keep the same contractor.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Richard McCree to discuss the cost of the works for next year.
Tree by the Tennis Club: Cllr. Poate raised her concerns regarding the need for some pruning work to be undertaken on a large tree by the Tennis Club and near to the entrance of the Parish Field. 
ACTION: Cllr. Armstrong is to have a look at the tree and undertake any work that he thinks is required.

The Pound Wall: Cllr. Deeks has now submitted the planning application and has supplied details of the costs associated with the application for reimbursement.
ACTION: A cheque is to be issued to Cllr. Deeks.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
The group is to host the annual EA Flooding Update & Prevention meeting on December 3rd. The Emergency Plan continues to be developed, the Coffee Mornings are ongoing and continue to be well supported and various funding streams are being investigated. 
73.13 Planning: 
Since the last meeting the following applications have been viewed by councillors:

App No: 7/2013/2216: Harrot Hill Farm, Cockermouth – proposed livestock building.

App No: 7/2013/2209: Yew Tree View, High Lorton – extensions & alterations

The LDNPA were informed that the Council had ‘No Objections’ to either of the above.

There was one new application to be considered:

App No: 7/2013/2257: Croft House, Low Lorton – extension & alterations
After some discussion councillors decided that they had ‘No Objections’ to the above application.

Councillors were asked to note the following:
Notice of Grant of Outline Planning Permission:
 7/2012/2157: Kirkfell House, High Lorton.

Notice of Listed Building Consent: 7/2013/2121: The Old Wesleyan Chapel, High Lorton

74.13 Report from the Police:

No report was available, despite one being requested, and councillors were unaware of any incidents within the parish since the last meeting.
75.13 MRWS 2:

After the report by the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) into the MRWS process, it is clear that the idea of an underground nuclear waste repository in West Cumbria will be revisited. DECC have asked for responses to the conclusions of their report, the main thrust of which is that the bodies responsible for taking the decision on whether to proceed with the search for a suitable site for a waste repository should be the District Councils and not the County Council. CALC have asked that all Parish Councils respond to this document.

After some discussion it was clear that a vote was required to ascertain whether the Council was still opposed in principle to the idea of an underground repository in West Cumbria and prior to agreeing to respond to the DECC report expressing concern at the conclusions reached in the report and reiterating the original concerns of the council.

Five councillors voted to continue the opposition of the council to the Underground Nuclear Repository project. One councillor voted against this motion.

After further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should draft a response to the DECC report using the CALC suggested responses as a guide. The closing date for responses is December 17th.

ACTION: Clerk to draft a response on behalf of the Council and email it to councillors for their comments.  

75.13 Highways issues:
Councillors reported that some work had been undertaken along the Boonbeck Road but further works were still required and the road drains outside the white gates of Kirkfell House, previously reported as being blocked and in need of emptying had still not been attended to. Further issues raised were pot holes on the Hopebeck Road and the breaking away of the edges of the Low Swinside Road.
ACTION: Clerk and councillors are to report the above issues to the Highways Hotline.
76.13 The Tennis Club Lease:

Cllr. Poate reported that the Tennis Club had agreed to an annual rent of £150 from next year and that further annual increases would be tied to the rate of inflation. Councillors felt that this was a fair arrangement and thanked Cllr. Poate for her work on this matter.
77.13 The Christmas Newsletter:

The Clerk asked that councillors supply him with articles for the Christmas Newsletter by November 30th. 

ACTION: Clls to send articles to the Clerk who will put together the newsletter with a view to getting it out by the middle of December.
78.13 The Draft Budget 14/15:

The Clerk presented councillors with a draft budget to cover the financial year 2014/15. Under eighteen different budget headings the total cost of expenditure is predicted to be £5,397, a decrease of £363 on predicted expenditure for the current financial year. The Clerk recommended a 0% increase in the precept and this was agreed by councillors.
79.13 Finance:
The Clerk reported that the second instalment of the precept had been received and that following payments were outstanding:
i: Phil Harley – bench refurbishment:


£132.00p
ii: Richard McCree – grounds maintenance Sept/Oct:
£250.00p

iii: CALC Councillor Training:



£50.00p
iv:P. Deeks: planning fees:



£115.00p

v: Great North Air Ambulance:



£50.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th October 2013 was £7,621.56p. Taking into consideration the above payments totalling £597.50p, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 6th November 2013 is £7,024.06p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
80.13 Items for the next meeting:

It was agreed that the following should be agenda items at the January meeting:

· The proposed Adventure Playground on the Parish Playing Field 
· New Model Standing Orders
81.13 Date of next meeting: 

Tuesday 7th January 2014 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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