Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd September 2014
Present: Cllrs.  Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Sloan,  Armstrong, Aitken & Deeks.
Apologies:  Cllr. Alan Bowness (CCC), Adele Lyall (Cumbria Police) & Mark Tyson.
Also in attendance:  Tony Broadbent & Dave Smith (Clerk).
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

65.14     Declarations of Interest:
Cllrs. Armstrong, Postlethwaite and Deeks all declared prejudicial interests in various planning applications and issues.
66.14    Minutes of the previous meeting:
The minutes of the July meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.

67.14 
Public Participation:

No issues were raised under this agenda item.
68.14   Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:
54.14: Clerk to contact Friends of Lorton School re: use of Parish Field: Done

54.14: Clerk to liaise with Phil Hartley re: bench refurbishment. Done (see below).

55.14: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the Council: Done

58.14: Clerk to keep Councillors updated re: responses from ABC on Street Lighting: None received

59.14: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways re: Boon Beck road: Done & response received (see below).

 60.14: Clerk to undertake various actions re: Awards for All and Pound Wall: Done (see below).
61.14: Clerk to send out all payments: Done

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	Awards for All: Final confirmation received
	 X
	 X

	CALC September newsletter
	 X
	

	Post Office: re Lorton Post Office
	 X
	 

	LDNPA:  emails regarding Land to the S of Lime Tree Cottage
	 X
	

	BDO: Completion of External Audit report
	 X
	 X

	Email from Lorton School
	 X
	 

	Report from Allerdale Parishes member LDNPA
	 X
	

	Email from ABC re: Locality Workshops
	 X
	


B: Parish Maintenance Report:
The Parish Benches: The Clerk confirmed that work was now completed on Boon Beck Road bench. Work on the Sewage Works Corner bench had been a more complex job and had involved councillors removing the slats from the bench to enable the contractor to undertake the work required. Most of the work was now completed though there is still one slat to be replaced. Phil Hartley has submitted an invoice for payment.
The Pound Wall: Cumbria Highways have confirmed that the specification issued by Tolson & Sons for the road works is acceptable and will lead to the area being adopted by the Council. Final confirmation of Awards for All award has now been received and the funds will be paid into the account shortly, i.e. before the work is undertaken. Mark Tyson is to contact Gary Todhunter to give him the go ahead though no works can be undertaken until the Environment Agency complete their gravel extraction works. The Clerk has contacted Tolson & Sons to find out when they can undertake the work on the road and has been told to get back in touch with them once the work commences on the wall. £200 has been donated to the PC from John & Rosemary Pike to put towards the work on the Pound Wall.
Gravel Extraction: Some concerns were raised about the lack of communication between the Council and the Environment Agency with no agreement being in place prior to the extraction of gravel from the Whitbeck and its placement on The Pound. Whilst councillors were happy that this work was being undertaken, there were concerns that this work would set back the Pound Wall project timetable and leave the Pound requiring considerable remedial works once the gravel had been removed.

ACTION: Cllrs. Deeks and Poate to liaise with the Environment Agency.

Street Lighting: No updates have been received from Allerdale BC.
ACTION: Clerk to get more information from ABC on this matter.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
Cllr. Poate informed the meeting that there was little new to report. The organisation was still looking to recruit a new co-ordinator to replace Penny Poole and a new chair to replace John Hayton. The Coffee & Cake mornings continued to be well supported. After contacting the website controller, Cllr. Poate established that the dates of forthcoming Parish Council meetings were not on the upcoming events section.
ACTION: Clerk to send the dates of the coming meetings for placement on the web site.
69.14   Planning: 
One new planning application had been received:

Ref:

7/2014/2195

Location:
Terrace farm, High Lorton. 

Proposal:
Installation of a micro hydro plant with turbine house

Response by:
24th September 2014

After some discussion, members agreed that the response of the Council to the above application should be 'No Objections'. Cllrs. Armstrong and Postlethwaite did not vote on this issue.
ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the council.

Notices of Grant of Planning Permission have been received for:

7/2014/2075: 2 Fernwood High Lorton - extension, fenestration alterations and garage alteration.

7/2014/2137: Graceholme, High Lorton - proposed slate roof sun room to replace existing uPVC conservatory.

7/2014/2126: Fairfield, High Lorton - alterations & extension to house & conversion of part of garage
Other Planning Issues:
Tenters, Tenters Lane, High Lorton: Cllr. Poate informed the meeting that she had been approached with regard to the state of the derelict building known as Tenters on Tenters Lane. She had contacted the LDNPA Planners who had informed her that they had contacted the owners who were still intent on the development of the site at some future date. The Clerk informed the meeting it was the responsibility of the Borough Council to deal with 'dangerous structures' and that they would intervene if it was felt that any building posed a threat to the public. As the Tenters site was fenced off and boarded up it was felt that site was not at the present time a danger to the public.
Land to the south of Lime Tree House: Cllr. Deeks informed the meeting that the developer had lost his planning appeal and had now been given until mid September to undertake the various works required to comply with the planning conditions as set out by the LDNPA.
70.14 
Report from the Police:
PCSO Adele Lyall had presented a written report that highlighted the following incident:
On the 10th August, six tyres were slashed on a trailer whilst in a field near Low Lorton. This caused around £800 pounds worth of damage. An investigation is still on-going into this incident. 
No Councillors present had been informed of this incident, including those who were signed up to the Cumbria Community Messaging Service.
71.14 Lorton School:
An email had been received from the Head teacher explaining that there was nothing new to report at present with regard to the proposed adventure playground.
72.14 Lorton Information Board:

Cllr. Poate explained that she was concerned that the Information Board by the old shop, originally put in place by the Parish Council, was now in a poor state of repair and contained information that was out of date. After some discussion it was agreed to remove the top section of the board for the time being.
ACTION: Cllr Irlam to remove the board from the supports.
73.14
Lorton Tennis Club Lease:

Cllr. Deeks explained that he had still to receive the names of the new Trustees for the Tennis Club. The Memorandum of Agreement was still to be completed but he hoped to have undertaken this work by the November meeting.

ACTION: Cllr. Deeks to complete the Memorandum of Agreement
74.14 
Highways issues:
Cllr. Irlam reported that, despite previous assurances, the gully cleaning work had not been carried out in July and was now scheduled for October. Concerns were expressed that some of the road markings identifying gullies might have disappeared by October. Cllr. Irlam explained that he had provided Cumbria Highways with a GPS locator for all the gullies so there should be no issue of gullies being missed by the contractor. 
The Clerk informed the meeting that in the latest Boon Beck Road update he had received from Dave Harrison of Cumbria Highways it was explained that all the road markings for the various works had been undertaken and that the two tenders, one for surfacing and one for drainage works, had been issued. The tendering process was still underway and the successful contractor/s should be known shortly. Cllr. Poate asked that the Clerk keep the various local residents updated on this issue.
ACTION: Cllr Poate to provide Clerk with email addresses for local residents and Clerk to inform local residents of the current situation.

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had approached Kevin Cosgrove of Cumbria Highways for the results of the recent traffic monitoring in Low Lorton only to be told that Cumbria Highways had not undertaken any traffic monitoring in the village recently. Councillors explained that they had seen the equipment on the road and asked the Clerk to chase this matter up again.
ACTION: Clerk to talk to Kevin Cosgrove about this matter.

Cllr. Poate explained that she had been approached by a member of the public who felt that the approach into the village from the Keswick/Whinlatter Road end was not receiving the grounds maintenance attention that the other entrances into the village were. Councillors agreed that this was the case and they would look at the matter when discussing the grounds maintenance contract for 2015.

Further concerns had been raised by public with regard to overhanging trees and the growth of road-side vegetation. After some discussion it was agreed that these issues were the responsibility of local land-owners who should be cutting back vegetation along their boundaries on a regular basis.

Cllr. Poate felt that there was a need for a public footpath sign at Low Swinside, Grid ref: NY167247.
ACTION: Clerk to request placement of Public Footpath sign from LDNPA.
75.14 
Finance:
The Clerk reported that following payments were outstanding:

i: R. McCree Grounds maintenance July/Aug:
£250.00
ii: Clerks salary Qtr21:



£355.34
iii: HMRC PAYE Qtr 2:



£88.80
iv: Clerks Expenses Qtr2:


£39.00
v. Firpress Printers (Newsletter):

£154.00
vi. Phil Hartley (Bench works):


£244.00
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th August 2014 was £6,341.30p. Taking into consideration the above payments, a yet to be cleared payment of £144.00p to Jamie McKenzie and a receipt of £2,750.00p from Allerdale BC, the second payment of the precept and yet to show on the account, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 3rd September 2014 is £7,816.16p.

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received the End of Audit report from BDO and there had been no outstanding issues of concern raised. The End of Audit notice has been placed in the Low Lorton notice-board.

Councillors congratulated Cllr. Sloan on the recently published PC newsletter and it was agreed that the next edition should be a Christmas Newsletter.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
76.14 
Items for the next meeting:
· Lorton Tennis Club Lease

· Geoff Davis: The Allerdale LDNPA Parishes member
· Draft Budget 2015/16

· Christmas newsletter
77.14 
Date of next meeting: 
Wednesday 5th November 2014 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________





Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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