LORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the   meeting held on the 3rd November, 2010
1. Apologies for Absence:   Cllr. S. Greenwood, Cllrs. Eric Nicholson and J. Milburn.
2. Present:  Cllrs. Poate,  Armstrong.   Postlethwaite, Baker A. Nicholson, the Head of Lorton School Mrs Olivia Harrison, Mr J. Hayton (LDNPA)
 and 1 member of the public.
3. Declaration of interest:  Cllr. A. Nicholson regarding item 6 planning application.
4. Minutes of the meeting held on 29th September had been previously circulated and were approved and signed by the Chairman.
5. The Chairman welcomed the Head of the School and introduced her to Councillors.  Mrs Harrison has taught at the school since 1988 and has been Head for 2 years.  She gave a resume of events held at and by the school which had a community flavour stating that the school was keen to foster relations with the community.  There are currently 56 children, 5 teachers, 2 teaching assistants and 2 volunteer readers.  The After School Club is thriving.

6. Public Participation:  None.
7. Police Report.  No report had been received.
8. Highway Steward.  Cllr Armstrong had spoken to Steward.  They are now working in teams of 2 with more equipment available.  Repairs had been carried out at Low Lorton.  It was reported that the Whitbeck had flooded out onto High Mill Road.  Armaside Bend flooding.  (Clerk to contact Highways and C.Cllr. E. Nicholson), An e.mail had been received from Cllr E. Nicholson stating that a technician had been asked to survey the area.  Drains on Whinlatter blocked.  Clerk to action.

9. Planning Applications:  7/2010/2253 – Mr. A. Nicholson, Swinside End Farm.  Dormer window.  Cllr. Nicholson and Mr J. Hayton (LDNPA) left the meeting and took no part in the discussion.  Councillors voted to approve the application.
10. Planning updates:  Mr Poate 7/2010/2159 – approved LDNPA. 7/2010/2124, Oak Lodge approved LDNPA, Mr D. Mitchell 7/2010/2226 approved LDNPA. Notification by LDNPA footpath and bridleway closure in Grizedale Forest and Whinlatter  in December 2010 and March 2011.  Query regarding house at Low Lorton.  No further information.  Query regarding position of proposed housing scheme by Home Group.  No further information.
11. Local Development Framework Consultation Document.  Issues and options.  Had been previously and commented on.  The Pound is included as a designated open space.  Agricultural building at Meadow Bank has been included as a suggested building area for housing.  Clerk to respond.  Mr. J. Hayton suggested organising a meeting with LDNPA planning officers to include other Parish Councils.  Councillors agreed.  Mr. Hayton to organise.
12. Low Lorton Bridge Opening.  Clerk reported that the opening has been delayed until at least the end of November and possibly into December.  County Council were organising an opening ceremony and would contact the P.C.
13. Flood Action Group.  Has been concentrating on the Whitbeck.  Some gravel had been removed, but not enough. Report which had been commissioned has stated that more gravel should be removed.  Further action in spring.  Mr. Priestley had contacted E.A.,  informing them that the Whitbeck had flooded out again on the 2nd November.
14. Finance.  Clerk presented proposed budget figures for the financial year end 2011-2012 to Councillors.  Suggest no increase in precept.  However in view of Allerdale B.C. financial situation it was decided to finalise  the precept request in January when more information may be available.  Balance at Bank £2905.76.  Clerk requested donation payment to Yew Tree Hall of £200.00.  All Councillors in agreement.  Clerk proposed closing Business Money Manager account which had £30.00 in and transferring the amount to the current account.  All Councillors in agreement.  Clerk to action.
15. Melbreak Communities.  Melbreak Community Group on hold due to accident of the son of the coordinator Penny Poole.  Meeting of the group to be organised when the position is clearer.
16. Correspondance.  Bush Shelter now ordered.  Will be erected after completion of the Low Lorton  Bridge.

Clerk reported that the bulbs in memory of Ann White had been planted.

Complaints had been received again about vehicle parking on the verges at Whinlatter.  Clerk to write to F.C. and LDNPA.

Query raised regarding responsibility for clearing the drains outside the school.  Mr Norman advised Council this was school responsibility.  Mrs Harrison, Head of the school to action.  

Councillors agreed to make a gesture of thanks to the internal auditor.  Clerk to action.

17. Dates of future  meetings.  5th January, 2011, 2nd March, 2011.  Clerk advised that all Councillors are to be re-elected next year.  Election date 5th May, 2011.  The AGM will now be held on the 11th May, 2011.  Further dates are  6th July, 2011, 7th September, 2011, 2nd November, 2011.
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.30p.m.
Signed……………………………………………Date………………
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