Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2013 
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Deeks, Baker & Armstrong.
Apologies: Cllr. Aitken  & Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC)..
Also present: John Hayton (LDNPA), Peter Crome (Cumbria Police), Megan Jones (Cumbria Police) and two members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
12.13 Declarations of Interest:

There were no Declarations of Interest.
13.13 Neighbourhood Watch Presentation: Peter Crome & Megan Jones (Cumbria Police)
Peter Crome commenced the presentation by explaining how the Cumbria Community Messaging Service website operated, in conjunction with the various ‘Watch’ schemes in the county. On the police laptop he gave a demonstration on how to use the site, which anyone can do whether they are members of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme or not, and how to sign up for the free email alerts. He also explained that if a post code was entered then the phone number of the nearest Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator would appear. He encouraged all those present to sign up to the Community Messaging Service.
He then gave some background on how the Neighbourhood Watch scheme had developed over the last few years and how a number of specific ‘Watch’ schemes had been developed. These included Business Watch, Farm Watch and Campsite Watch. There are currently 138 neighbourhood watch co-ordinators in the Allerdale Rural area with one being based in Lorton, though no-one present was aware of his/her name.

Also available on the www.cumbriacommunitymessaging.co.uk website was information on community safety, how to set up a neighbourhood watch group, crime statistics for the various localities in the county and links to various on-line meetings that the police hold on a regular basis.
Peter explained that the police were keen to raise awareness of the Cumbria Community Messaging Service and to further develop the network of Neighbourhood Watch groups in the Allerdale rural area.

The Chair thanked both Peter and Megan for their attendance and presentation and the following actions were agreed:

ACTION: Website address to be publicised in all future editions of the newsletter.

ACTION: Lorton Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator to be contacted with a view to developing a Lorton Neighbourhood Watch group.

ACTION: An article to be placed in the next edition of the newsletter on the Cumbria Community Messaging Service.

14.13 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes of the January meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
15.13 Public Participation:

Concerns were raised regarding the lack of salt spreading on the B5292 between High Lorton and the Whinlatter Visitors Centre, this stretch including Scawgill Bridge where flowing water coming over the road is a constant problem, especially when it freezes. It was stated that some people do use the salt bin by the bridge to spread salt on the road at this point but actually getting out of a vehicle and accessing the bin can be difficult in icy conditions.
ACTION: Clerk to request the addition of this stretch of road to the regular salt spreading route of Cumbria Highways and to highlight the issue of running water over the road at Scawgill Bridge.
16.13 Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:

04.13: Allerdale Joint Area Working Groups: Questionnaire completed & returned.

04.13: Parish Maintenance: 

· Meeting arranged with contractor (27/2/13)

· Issue of missing fingerpost raised with Cumbria Highways

· Article written for The Link, published in March edition and placed of website.

04.13: Melbreak Communities: Letter sent to Co-ordinator re: Parish Council representation.

05.13: LDNPA informed of views of PC re: planning application

06.13: Police contacted and Neighbourhood Watch presentation arranged for March meeting.

07.13: Cumbria Highways reminded of issues still to be addressed. Letters written to the School and the Church re: Church lane.

08.13: Quotes for newsletter will be obtained when next edition is ready. The Winter Newsletter is now on website, www.melbreakcommunities.org.uk 
The Clerk also informed the meeting that enquiries had been made re: a Parish Council complaint to the Parliamentary Ombudsman regarding the Planning Inspectorate decisions (Land to the south of Lime Tree Cottage). Unfortunately, Parish Councils are not allowed to use this avenue of complaint. Local people in Low Lorton have been informed.

B: Parish Maintenance Report:

The meeting with grounds maintenance contractor, Richard McCree, took place on 27th February with the Chair and the Clerk in attendance. It was agreed that grass clippings in certain areas would be picked up during the coming season and that some additional strimming work would be undertaken. The price agreed for the coming season was £1,000 for eight visits on a monthly basis from March to October. This is an increase of £150 to allow for the increased work to be undertaken together with a slight increase in the hourly rate.

The maintenance of the parish benches was also discussed with Richard McCree. He is unable to undertake any work on them at present but may be able to take on some of the work in October/November. It was noted that the article seeking more volunteers for the benches had just been published and that more people may come forward as a result.

The Low Lorton notice-board is in a poor state of repair being damp due to water seepage through the wall onto which it is attached. It was agreed that it would probably need replacement within the next twelve months and that a free standing board would be a better option. Some costs were presented to the meeting, these being in the region of £1,000, and it was agreed that a wide range of options should be investigated to see if cheaper alternatives were available.
ACTION: Clerk to provide councillors with a range of options to consider at the May meeting.

The Pound Wall has recently become more unstable as a result of heavy vehicles trying to negotiate the bend and mounting the verge in front of the wall.
After some discussion it was agreed that the best first step in dealing with this issue would be to get some advice from a waller on both cost and position of the wall if removal and rebuilding is the best way forward.

ACTION: Cllr. Armstrong to arrange for a tradesman to inspect the site and report back to the rest of the council.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
Cllr. Poate reported that Cllr. Aitken and Cllr. Irlam had both attended the last meeting of the Steering Group and that Cllr. Irlam had agreed to become the Lead Co-ordinator for the Emergency Response Group to be developed as part of the Emergency Plan. One of the grant applications recently made has been unsuccessful.
17.13 Planning: 
There had been one application for councillors to consider prior to the meeting:
7/2013/2018: Broomlands Barn, High Lorton – erection of new study & bedroom. There had been ‘No objections’ to this application and the LDNPA were informed by the Clerk.
18.13 Report from the Police:
Whilst there had been no parish specific report from the Police, councillors were aware of one incident that had occurred within the parish and one incident just outside the parish since the last meeting.
19.13 Highways issues:
Councillors reported that some progress had been made with previously highlighted concerns and that the resurfacing work on the B5292 had now been completed.  The Clerk reported that he understood that new grates had been ordered for the Gated Road and that work on damaged stiles was due to be undertaken this month by the LDNPA. However, the pot holes and associated flooding at the Whinlatter Road end of the gated road have still not been repaired. 
Concerns have also been expressed regarding damaged stiles on one particular footpath. This issue has been reported to the LDNPA twice and repairs are due to be undertaken before the end of March.

ACTION: See item 15.13 above.
20.13 Finance:
The Clerk reported that the following payments were outstanding:
i. Clerk’s Salary Quarter 3:

£320.00p

ii. Clerk’s Expenses Quarter 3:
£49.00p
iii. HMRC PAYE Quarter 3:

£80.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th February 13 was £4,751.79p. Taking into consideration the above payments totalling £449.00p, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 6th March 13 is £4,302.79p.
21.13 Correspondence: 

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Bill Jefferson, Chair of the LDNPA, in response to the letter sent to him by the PC asking for a ‘Clear the Air’ meeting. He is happy to attend a meeting but not until the Local Government Ombudsman has reported back on the complaints made against the Authority.
A letter has been received from CCC informing the council that, after taking account of speed surveys and the responses of local people and Sustrans, the intention is to keep the C2C cycle route along the Thackthwaite Road.
Allerdale BC have explained the make-up of the council precept for next year indicating a small amount of Transitional grant in the total.

An email has been received from Lorton School regarding work to be undertaken on the Parish Field tree explaining why this work has not yet commenced, and outling the arrangements  that should ensure no further parking problems on Church Lane.

A letter has been received from Allerdale BC confirming that the Council is now able to co-opt a new councillor.
22.13 Parish Council Newsletter:

It was agreed that a late April edition of the newsletter should be published to publicise the Annual Parish Meeting (1.5.13). Articles will include Cumbria Community Messaging Service, What is the Annual Parish Meeting, Words from the Chair and Meet the Councillor. Other articles will be required.

ACTION: Cllrs to send Clerk articles for newsletter by April 7th.
23.13 Items for the next meeting:

· Revised Standing Orders
· Co-option of new councillor

· Councillor attendance at other meetings – rota.
24.13 Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 1st May 2013 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
The Annual Parish Meeting followed by the May Parish Council meeting.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________
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