Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2012 
Present: Cllrs. Postlethwaite ( (Chair), Deeks, Baker & Armstrong.
Apologies: Cllrs. Poate, Irlam and Aitken.  John Hayton (LDNPA)
Also present: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC) and four members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
74.12 Declarations of Interest:

Cllr. Deeks declared an interest in the agenda item under which planning applications were to be considered.
75.12 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record and the Chair duly signed them.
Proposed: Cllr. Baker

Seconded: Cllr. Deeks
76.12 Matters Arising:
Councillor Nicholson confirmed that he will look into the flooding along the Hopbeck Road. All the other actions and matters arising are covered by agenda item 79.12.
ACTION: Cllr. Nicholson to visit the Hopebeck Road to see the flooding after rain for himself.
77.12 Public Participation:
A number of issues were raised by members of the public who were present:

· The C2C route: it was suggested to councillors that due to the amount of vehicles using the main valley road (B5289), that it would actually be safer for cyclists if the C2C route remained along the Thackthwaite Road. Councillors did not agree and felt that as the ‘lines of sight’ were far better along the main road that they should remain in support of this option.

· Road Safety in High Lorton: concerns were raised regarding cars being parked by the side of the Yew Tree Hall thus causing other vehicles to travel towards the shop on the wrong side of the road. This in turn means that quite often vehicles travelling in the other direction meet vehicles on the bend who are on the wrong side of the road.

· Surface water coming off the Church Field: concerns were raised that despite numerous works being undertaken, there is still an issue with water on the highway in Low Lorton. After much discussion it was agreed that the Environment Agency were the right organisation to approach regarding this issue.

· The Banks House: the ongoing concerns regarding the development in Low Lorton were detailed and worries regarding the attitude of the LDNPA Planners were expressed. At this time those living in the vicinity of the development do not wish the PC to undertake any action but this may change in the coming weeks.
ACTION: Clerk to seek advice from David Bell of CCC on this issue initially and, if appropriate, write to the owners of the holiday cottage just up from the Yew Tree Hall.

ACTION: Clerk to write to the EA regarding Church Field.
78.12 Adoption of the new Code of Conduct:
The Clerk  explained that The Localism Act 2011 stated that each council in England & Wales should adopt the new Code of Conduct and use the associated Declaration of Pecuniary Interests form. The three main differences to the old Code and form are:

1. As well as declaring their own pecuniary interests, all councillors now have to include the pecuniary interests of their wives/husbands/civil partners. 

2. All the Declaration of Pecuniary Interests forms are to be scanned by Allerdale BC and made available on the Allerdale web-site. Any Parish Council that has a web-site is also encouraged to place the scanned documents on their web-site. 

3. There are to be legal sanctions for non-compliance with the Code and the old Standards Committees are to be done away with.

The Clerk further explained that these changes have been introduced by the government to encourage ‘openness and transparency’ with regard to the financial interests of councillors at all levels of local government.
The Declaration of Pecuniary Interests form was gone through question by question and councillors handed the completed forms to the Clerk.
It was agreed that the new Code of conduct be adopted by the Council.

Proposed: Cllr. Deeks

Seconded: Cllr. Armstrong

ACTION: Clerk to collect the D of PI forms from those councillors who were not in attendance.
79.12 Clerk’s Report:

The clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received and required action:
1. ABC: Dog Control Orders: Councillors felt that it might be appropriate to have a DCO for the parish Field.
ACTION: Clerk to contact ABC regarding this issue.
The Clerk reported that all the actions on him from the previous meeting had been undertaken.
80.12 Council Finances:
The Clerk reported that BDO, the external auditors had completed the audit of the 11/12 accounts and all was in order. One issue raised by the auditors was the lack of a figure given to PC assets. This issue will need to be addressed. 

The Clerk reported that the following payments were outstanding:

1. Clerks salary 2nd Quarter:

£320.00p

2. Clerks expenses 2nd Quarter:

£52.99p

3. HMRC PAYE 2nd Quarter:

£80.00p

4. Grounds maintenance:


£214.00p

5. Costs associated with Jubilee lunch:
£12.00p

6. Printing of PC newsletter:

£32.00p

7. External Audit fee:


£120.00p

All the councillors present agreed that the payments should be made.
The balance given on the bank statement issued on 15th August 2012 is £3,811.03p. Taking the above payments to be made into account, the reconciled bank balance, as of 5th September is £2,956.04p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all cheques.
81.12 Planning:
Three planning applications were considered:
· App. No. 7/2012/2143: Lime Tree House, Low Lorton – side & rear extensions
· App. No. 7/2012/2190: Whit Beck, High Lorton – extensions & alterations
· App. No. 7/2012/2147: Swinside End Farm, Scales, Lorton – extension to existing cattle housing.
There were ‘No Objections’ to the above applications.
 Confirmation of planning permission has been received for:

7/2012/2105: Whinfell View, Low Lorton

7/2012/2116: Groom Cottage, High Lorton

7/2012/2098: High Armaside Cottages, Lorton

ACTION: Clerk to inform LDNP of ‘No Objections’.
82.12 Report from the Police:

An electronic report was submitted by the Police informing the council that there had been no incidents to report since the last meeting.
83.12 MRWS:

Cllr. Postlethwaite informed councillors that she had attended the recent CALC meeting at which CALC officers encouraged Parish Councils to respond to both the Borough and County Councils before the decision regarding the move to Stage 4 or withdrawal from the MRWS process is taken by them. CALC officers felt that this should be done in light of the final report from the MRWS Partnership. Cllr. Nicholson felt that each member of the two Cabinets should receive a copy of this second letter from the PC on this issue.

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Postlethwaite and ensure that a letter is sent to both ABC and CCC cabinet members and copied to Cllr. Nicholson and CALC.
84.12 Highways Issues:
The following issues were discussed:

i. The lack of verge cutting in the Parish and specifically the High Mill road.
ii. Information received on the new sign to be placed at the bottom of the Whinlatter Road.
iii. The emergency closure of the Whinlatter Road due to the road being undermined by the presence of a badgers set.
ACTION: Clerk to discuss verge cutting regime with David Bell of CCC and inform Andrew Harrison of CCC that PC happy with the proposed new sign.
85.12 Parish Maintenance:
Parish Benches: The Clerk reported that three individuals/couples have come forward to ‘adopt’ three of the twelve parish benches.
ACTION: Clerk to contact the volunteers and take this action forward.
The Parish Field:  The Clerk showed councillors some examples of signs and it was agreed to purchase one of the signs for the Parish Field at a cost of approximately £50.00p. Cllr Armstrong informed the meeting that he had carried out work on the Field gates which now can shut properly.
ACTION: Clerk to order name plates.

The Pound Wall: Cllr. Postlethwaite explained that a local farmer had approached the Chair and offered to pay for the removal and rebuilding of a section of The Pound wall in order to provide large agricultural vehicles with a bit more room to manoeuvre in the vicinity. The Clerk informed the meeting that as the wall was over 1 metre high, planning permission would be required. He also stated that the offer had yet to be received in writing as had been requested.
After some discussion, councillors agreed that in principle they would have no objections to this proposal subject to all costs, including planning costs, being met by the local farmer and a Memorandum of Agreement being drawn up between the Council and the farmer.

ACTION: Cllr. Postlethwaite to ask the farmer for his offer to be put in writing.
Feedback from meeting with the Environment Agency: Cllr. Postlethwaite informed councillors that the meeting with the EA had been productive and had eventually led to the organisation agreeing to remove a substantial amount of gravel from the bed of the Whit Beck. This work has yet to be undertaken.
Recycling Bins: The clerk reported that he had been contacted by a number of local residents who were concerned that both waste bins and the larger recycling bins in the parish had been full to over-flowing in recent weeks. The clerk reported that he had informed ABC and he understood that the bins had now been emptied. It was suggested that information regarding who to contact within the Borough Council about these matters should be placed in the next edition of the PC newsletter.
ACTION: Clerk to place information in next edition of newsletter.
86.12 Engaging the Local Community:
All councillors agreed that the first edition of the newsletter had been well received. After some discussion it was agreed that the newsletter should be issued three times per year, with the next edition being delivered to local residents in the run up to Christmas.
.
87.12 Melbreak Communities update:

The draft emergency plan, designed to alert and inform local residents in the event of an emergency such as severe weather, aeroplane crash, nuclear incident or power cut, is steadily taking shape. Thanks are due to volunteers from each of the four parishes and members of The Melbreak Communities Steering Group for their efforts. Further progress – including plan testing, currently scheduled for December 2012 – will be relayed via The Melbreak Communities website and Link magazine.

Financial support from each of the four parish councils in the Valley, to maintain and develop The Melbreak Communities website and to complete and implement our emergency plan, is sought. The monthly ‘Coffee and Cake’ events at Yew Tree Hall continue to be enjoyed by local residents and visitors alike.
88.12 Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 7th November 2012 at 7.00pm in The Yew Tree Hall.

Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair
David Smith

Clerk to Lorton Parish Council

016973 23296

07742 224775

davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
4

