Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2012  (Unapproved)
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Deeks, Aitken, Irlam, Baker & Armstrong.
Apologies: There were no apologies.
Also present: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC), John Hayton (LDNPA), Lorraine Smythe (ACT) and five member of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including Cllr. Ian Armstrong to his first meeting as a newly co-opted parish councillor.

60.12 Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

61.12 Minutes of the previous meeting:

Under Item 57.12 Social Housing, it is now understood that no progress has been made by Home Housing to take forward the Lorton Social Housing project. The land has not yet been purchased by the Housing Association.

Otherwise, the minutes were accepted as an accurate record and the Chair duly signed them.

62.12 Matters Arising:
Councillor Nicholson confirmed that he had approached Allerdale Highways Manager and a response was duly received (see below). All the other actions and matters arising are covered by agenda item 65.12.
63.12 Public Participation:
Members of the public who were present wished to raise concerns regarding the flooding that occurred in the village on Friday 22nd June and continued over the week-end. In particular the Whit Beck was highlighted as causing extensive damage including leaving mounds of gravel on land adjacent to it, The Pound being one of these areas. A local land-owner complained of an entire crop being lost as a result of gravel being deposited. He stated that he had never seen the ‘tide mark’ on The Pound as high as it was and he felt that the only solution was to dredge the beck and remove as much gravel as was necessary to enable the water to flow freely. Other concerns included the number of fallen trees across Whit Beck as it left Rath Wood. Flooding was also reported in cellars in Low Lorton and along the Hopebeck Road. 
ACTION: Clerk to write to Adrian Bacon from the Environment Agency and set up a meeting with him in the village.

ACTION: Cllr. Nicholson to raise the issue of flooding on the Hopebeck Road with the Better Highways Team.
64.12 Localism: a discussion led by Lorraine Smythe ACT:
Lorraine introduced herself as the new Chief Executive of ACT and stated that whilst the concept of localism appeared to be of real value, there was no real understanding as yet as to how it is going to work in practice. This might be seen as problematic but it does provide an opportunity for individuals and organisations to help define what localism really means. 
In the widest sense localism is about ensuring that decisions regarding local communities are made at the local level wherever possible. This in turn means that organisations such as the County Council, the Environment Agency, the LDNPA etc etc will need to be aware of what is in community plans, talk to local people and be responsive to the local needs and views.
Specific areas outlined in the Localism Act 2011 include Neighbourhood Planning in which parish councils can engage in the development of the Local Plan, Service Provision in which parish councils can provide local services rather than the borough or county councils and the Community Right to Buy in which local organisations can take over the ownership of public buildings in their area should the possibility arise.
Lorraine stated that there were concerns regarding the cost and time commitment associated with local people engaging with any of the above ideas but working with neighbouring parishes through the Melbreak Communities organisation was a good first step to ensuring that costs and commitments were shared out between a larger group. The first questions that local councils should be asking themselves are what do we want to achieve and how are we going to do it?

65.12 Clerk’s Report:

The clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received and required action:
1. CCC: Consultation on B5289 width restriction.
ACTION: Clerk to inform CCC of the opposition of the parish council to this restriction.
2. CCC: C2C cycle route proposed re-routing.
ACTION: Clerk to write to CCC and inform them that the council would prefer the re-routing along the B5289 and not the Hopebeck Road.

3. CCC: confirmation received that traffic monitoring will be undertaken during the current financial year in Low Lorton.
ACTION: Clerk has informed Low Lorton residents.
4. CCC: Travel Strategy consultation.

ACTION: Clerk to respond with suggestions on Honister Rambler link and Village Wheels.

5. Email from Cllr. Nicholson: there is to be a Joint Area Working Group set up by ABC. Cllr. Nicholson informed the meeting that there would be an invitation arriving shortly.

6. Email from CALC re: Revised Ethical Framework and Code of Conduct. Clerk to undergo training shortly and will be an agenda item at the next PC meeting.

7. CALC Training Programme: Clerk unable to get on the CiLCA course in Workington as it did not run. Now signed up for course in Penrith in October. Dates now confirmed for training for new councillors.

ACTION: Clerk to reserve a place of two courses for new councillors for Cllr. Armstrong, Dates: 12/9/12 & 3.10/12.
The Clerk reported that all the actions on him from the previous meeting had been undertaken but he had yet to receive a response from Andrew Harrison of CCC regarding the road signs in the parish or from ABC regarding the request for an additional litter bin.
66.12 Council Finances:
The Clerk reported that the following payments were outstanding:

Clerks salary Quarter 1: 




£320.00
Clerks expenses Quarter 1:




£26.00

R. McCree: Grounds maintenance May & June

£214.00

HMRC PAYE






£80.00
All the councillors present agreed that the payments should be made.
One payment had been made since the last meeting, this being the final payment for the Diamond Jubilee mugs of £364.50p, this payment having cleared during June.

The balance given on the bank statement issued on 15th June 2012 is £4,451.03p. Taking the above payments to be made into account, the reconciled bank balance, as of 2nd May is £3,811.03p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all cheques.

67.12 The end of the Clerks probationary period:
The Chair informed the meeting that she had consulted with all the councillors and that all were content that the Clerk be confirmed in his post.
68.12 Planning:
Three planning applications have been considered and the LDNPA informed of the council having ‘No Objections’, this being:

· App. No. 7/2012/22116: Groom Cottage, High Lorton extension

· App. No. 7/2012/2105: Whinfell View, Low Lorton solar panels

· App. No. 7/2012/2098: High Armaside Cottages, Lorton – extensions & alterations
There was one application for discussion at the meeting this being:
· App. No. 7/2012/2139: Greenacre, Scales, High Lorton – erection of agricultural workers dwelling
After some discussion it was agreed that the council had ‘No Objections’ to the application.

There was one application for information only:

· App.No. 7/2012/2083: Terrace Farm, Lorton – roof over existing sheep pens

ACTION: Clerk to inform LDNP of ‘No Objections’.
69.12 Report from the Police:

An electronic report was submitted by the Police informing the council that there had been no incidents to report since the last meeting.
70.12 Highways Issues:
The following issues were discussed:

i. C2C rerouting: see 65.12 above
ii. Width restriction on B5289: see 65.12 above

iii. Excess water running down the Whinlatter Road from Scawgill Bridge

ACTION: Clerk to inform Highways Hotline.
71.12 Parish Maintenance:
Parish Benches: Cllr. Deeks reported that he had now located all the benches in the parish, that there were 12 in total and that four of them needed some maintenance work carried out on them during the coming year. It was agreed that the council would pay for materials needed for the maintenance work but an initial attempt to find volunteers to carry out the work should be undertaken.

ACTION: Clerk to place article in The Link Magazine seeking volunteers.

ACTION: Cllr. Deeks to compose article for PC Newsletter on the benches and also seeking volunteers.

The Parish Field:  After some discussion it was agreed to place a ‘Lorton Parish Field’ notice of the gates to the field and Cllr. Armstrong is to carry out work on the gates to ensure that they can be shut properly.
ACTION: Clerk to get prices for name plates.

ACTION: Cllr. Armstrong to carry out work on gates.

The Pound: The mounds of gravel now on the Pound (see above) will need attention before the grass is next cut.

ACTION: Clerk to meet Richard McCree on site to discuss best way forward.

Grass cutting: Councillors were happy that the grounds maintenance was being undertaken in a satisfactory manner. One member of the public raised concerns about the condition of the verges at Crossgates.

ACTION: Clerk to raise this concern with contractor.
72.12 Engaging the Local Community:
The Chair reported that all the Diamond Jubilee events had been successful and there had been some letters of thanks from recipients of the Jubilee mugs. Remaining mugs are to be sold at £5.00 each.

A draft version of the newsletter was discussed and it was agreed to aim for publication and distribution in August.
ACTION: Clerk to work on an article highlighting the recent flooding and the response of the PC and the EA and pull newsletter together for publication.
ACTION: Cllr. Deeks to compose article on the Parish benches.

ACTION Cllr. Poate to compose article, ‘Words from the Chair’
ACTION: Cllr. Baker to complete questionnaire.
73.12 Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 5th September 2012 at 7.00pm in The Yew Tree Hall.

Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair

David Smith
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