Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2012 (UNAPPROVED)

Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite and Baker
Apologies: Cllrs. Erlam and Deeks

In attendance: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC), John Hayton (LDNP), David Blaylock (Hub Co-ordinator – Broadband Project), Olivia Harrison (Lorton School), Andy Roger (Lorton PTA) and two members of the public.

Prior to the commencement of the agenda items the Chair informed the meeting that Cllr Armstrong had resigned, thus creating two vacancies on the council.

The Chair then thanked Carol Priestley, the outgoing Clerk, for her eight years of valued service and welcomed the new Clerk, David Smith.

1.12 Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

2.12 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record and the Chair duly signed them.

3.12 Council Vacancies:
Further to correspondence from Allerdale Borough Council, the Parish Council is now able to co-op one new councillor. The second vacancy is to be advertised.

ACTION: Cllrs to talk to people who may be interested in becoming a Parish Councillor.

ACTION: Clerk to advertise second vacancy and inform Allerdale BC of resignation.

4.12 Public Participation:

Olivia Harrison from Lorton School informed the meeting of their plans to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee which include a ‘street party’ in the school playground on Friday June 1st. 

Andy Roger from Lorton PTA informed the meeting of a 10K road race to be held on 24th March to raise funds for the school. Councillors present agreed to his request to use the School Field as the finishing area for the race.
David Blaylock, from Greysouthern PC, informed the meeting that he had been appointed as the Hub Co-ordinator for the Superfast Broadband Initiative covering the Cockermouth Locality. He gave the meeting an update on the CCC led project and requested that the PC recruit a Broadband Champion. The project website address is www.connectingcumbria.org.uk
ACTION: Cllrs to identify and recruit a Broadband Champion for the parish.

ACTION: Clerk to send a copy of a BB questionnaire used by Ennerdale & Kinniside PC to David Blaylock.

A member of the public asked if the results of the planning inquiry into the new build undertaken by Mr. Banks in the village had been issued. John Hayton informed the meeting that there was no news on this issue yet.

5.12 Council Finances:

The current balance as per the latest bank statement is £4,106.60p. There were two outstanding payments to be agreed by the council, these being:

· £95.00 payable to HMRC PAYE
· £380.00 payable to Carol Priestley for the Clerks salary until the end of December 2011
It was agreed that an invoice for the purchase of a store cupboard should not be paid until the cupboard had been delivered.

Taking the above into account the reconciled balance is £3631.60p.
A bank mandate letter informing the bank of the change of Clerk was signed by the Chair and Vice-chair.
A letter from ABC indicating the amount of Concurrent Grant would be available to the council was discussed.
ACTION: Clerk to send bank mandate to bank

ACTION: Clerk to make enquiries about the concurrent grant and to return the precept form to ABC.

6.12 Planning Applications:

There were no planning applications.

7.12 Verge Cutting contract:

The contract specification and contractor information was being reviewed by Cllr Deeks.

ACTION: Clerk to ensure that all tender documentation is sent out to potential contractors.

8.12 Report from the Police:

A written report was provided by the police and this stated that there had been two incidents during the months of November and December:
· A two vehicle head-on road traffic accident between Lorton and Lanthwaite Green. No serious injuries and no suspicious circumstances.

· A car fire at Musshill Car Park, Whinlatter. No injuries and no suspicious circumstances.

The police are to start holding online meetings, the first of which is to be held on January 10th at 6.00pm, at which senior officers will deal with queries from the public. Log on details are: www.cumbria.police.uk/allerdalerural 

9.12 Highways issues:

Feedback was provided on a number of issues taken away from the previous meeting by Tracey Martin of ABC:
· Road and pavement sweeping – Focsa supervisor will look into the most appropriate machine to use on pavements.
· Lorton sign for Whinlatter road – ordered and should be installed late January.

· Litter bins – litter bin by the bus stop will remain where it is and not moved to the recycling area as a new litter bin is to be installed on the other side of the bridge as requested by Blindbothel PC

· Weeds around the village – possible Community Payback activity.

The issue of water flowing off the Church Field onto the main road was raised. Cllr. Nicholson thought that drainage pipes were going to be installed shortly.

ACTION: Clerk to pass on the Highways Hotline number, 0845 6096609, to The Link and to the Melbreak Communities website.

10.12 Community Travel Plan:

CCC have requested that the council review the CTP and provide an updated priority issues list. Councillors discussed various issues on the current CTP.
ACTION: Clerk to respond to CCC with an updated priority list. Copy of letter/review to be checked by Chair prior to sending to CCC.
11.12 Whinlatter Parking:

John Hayton informed the meeting that the Forestry Commission had decide to apply for a Traffic Regulation Order to ban parking along the roadside. Double yellow lines will eventually be painted along the road on either side of the main entrance to Whinlatter Visitor Centre.

12.12 Jubilee Celebrations:
The Chair informed the meeting that the History Society were considering holding an exhibition to celebrate the Jubilee and that the Tennis Club were considering holding a BBQ and/or a tennis competition.

ACTION: Chair to call a Diamond Jubilee specific meeting to agree what the PC will do to celebrate the event.
13.12 The Pound:

It was agreed that there should be a number of willows planted in conjunction with the school and the Environment Agency.

ACTION: Chair to liaise with the school.

14.12 Managing Radioactive Waste Safely:

The Chair confirmed that she was to attend the CALC sponsored MRWS meeting to held on Saturday 7th January and will provide feedback to the next PC meeting. The end of the consultation period is March 23rd 2012.
15.12 Melbreak Communities:

The Community Plan has now been launched and it is expected that the well attended coffee mornings held in the Yew Tree Hall will continue.

16.12 Correspondence:

In addition to the correspondence mention above, three letters have been received:

· Great North Air Ambulance thanking the Council for the £50 donation
· Lorton After School Club thanking the Council for the £50 donation.
· Letter from Loweswater PC regarding the C2C re-routing along the Thackthwaite Road.
17.12 Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 7th March 2012 at 7.00pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
David Smith

Clerk to Lorton Parish Council

016973 23296

07742 224775

davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
