Lorton Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2012
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite and Deeks.
Apologies: Cllrs. Irlam, Aitken, Baker and John Hayton (LDNP)

Also present: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC), Penny Poole (Melbreak Communities) and four members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting.

36.12 Minutes of the previous Parish Meeting:

The Chair read through the minutes of the 2011 Annual meeting held on May 18th. There were no matters or issues arising.
37.12 
 Election of Chair:
Cllr. Poate stood down and nominations were sought for the position of Chair.

Cllr. Deeks nominated Cllr. Poate.

Cllr. Postlethwaite seconded the nomination.
All those present agreed and Cllr. Poate accepted the nomination.
38.12 Election of Vice Chair:
Cllr. Deeks nominated Cllr. Postlethwaite.
Cllr. Poate seconded the nomination.

All those present agreed and Cllr. Postlethwaite accepted the nomination.
39.12
Chairman’s Report:

Cllr. Poate presented her report to the meeting. See attached.
40.12
The End of Year Accounts:
The Clerk presented the End of Year Accounts (see attached) and talked those present through the figures. Total income during the year was £5,062.95p. Total expenditure was £3,731.86p. Together with the balance brought forward from the previous financial year, the balance of the Parish Council account on March 31st 2012 was £2,887.36p.  The figures had been checked and agreed by Mr. J. Hankin, the internal auditor. There were no questions from those present. The End of Year accounts were formally agreed by the councillors present together with the annual governance statement contained within the external audit form as completed by the Chair and the Clerk.

41.12 Presentation: The Melbreak Communities Update: Penny Poole – Co-ordinator.
PP commenced her presentation by thanking Lorton PC for their continued support and stated that the last year had been a significant one for the partnership.
In July 11 the ‘Coffee & Cake’ events started in The Yew Tree Hall and these have the potential to become a forum for community exchanges. PP thanked Ian and Cheryl Aitken for their support in the delivery of these events.

December 11 saw the publication of the Community Action Plan, which is now available on the website. This led to interviews with Border TV, which in turn was seen by The Cabinet office who have now expressed an interest in the activities of the partnership. The Action Plan will be reviewed on a regular basis by the Steering Group.

Currently there are two main strands to the work of the partnership, these being the web site and the development of the Emergency Plan for the area.

The Chair thanked PP for her presentation.

The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 7.45pm
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________
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