Lorton Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2013
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Baker, Armstrong and Deeks.
Apologies: Cllr. Aitken, and John Hayton (LDNP)

Also present: Seven members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting.

25.13 Minutes of the previous Parish Meeting:

The Chair read through the minutes of the 2012 Annual meeting held on May 2nd. There were no matters or issues arising. The councillors present agreed that they were an accurate record.
26.13 
 Election of Chair:
Cllr. Poate stood down and nominations were sought for the position of Chair.

Cllr. Deeks nominated Cllr. Poate.

Cllr. Postlethwaite seconded the nomination.
All those present agreed and Cllr. Poate accepted the nomination.
27.13 Election of Vice Chair:
Cllr. Irlam nominated Cllr. Postlethwaite.
Cllr. Baker seconded the nomination.

All those present agreed and Cllr. Postlethwaite accepted the nomination.
28.13
Chairman’s Report:

Cllr. Poate presented her report to the meeting.

Over the last year, Lorton Parish has produced three newsletters, a Summer, Winter and Spring edition, which we have circulated to every household, we hope that residents have found these useful and informative, feedback is always welcome.

Your council has continued to meet in the Yew Tree Hall every two months, and we welcome attendance and participation from members of the community at all times. If there are Items that you feel the Council should be aware of and should be on the Agenda for a meeting, please let our clerk, Dave Smith know about them.

The minutes of meetings, and Actions taken in relation to various issues are published following the meetings, and are also available on the Melbreak Communities website.

Last year the council considered 11 planning applications, none of these were objected to. Some members of the community have made a complaint via the Local Government Ombudsman, with regard to the planning issue at the Land to the South of Lime Tree Cottage, in Low Lorton. An outcome of this is still awaited.

Our finances remain of a limited nature, and for a small Parish, we have little in the bank to cover any major expenditure in the community.

Looking ahead, we are concerned at the state of the Parish Notice board, that is sited at Low Lorton, near the recycling bins, this needs replacing as it has suffered particularly from the excessive wet winter. There are concerns about the state of part of the wall adjoining The Pound, as vehicles negotiating the bend at Boon Beck swing round and gradually appear to be pushing the wall out of line. This could involve considerable expense to rectify.

The many benches in the Parish require on-going maintenance, and although we have had a few volunteers offer to 'adopt a bench', materials are costly.

We employ a garden contractor to undertake the grass cutting in the village, and are also grateful to the Garden Club who have agreed to continue to plant up the 4 planters, originally provided for the Queens Jubilee last year.

The Parish Field, which is a dog free area, continues to be a wonderful asset to the community, when not in use by the school. Recently the Lorton After School Club has extended its activities to Archery Lessons, which are taking place on the field.

The Clerk and Chair have met with representatives of the Highways Team to raise issues and discuss possible solutions to some of our concerns. Reporting problems to the Highways Hotline is advised, as calls are logged and we hope, appropriate actions taken following complaints. if you feel your complaints have not been dealt with, please let us know. As with so many issues, financial constraints appear to be having an impact on some maintenance, but the resurfacing of the bend at Armathwaite was undertaken well within time scales indicated.

Due to ill health, Sandra Eland , after 40 years, retired from running the shop in High Lorton, and it is at present up for sale. The closure of the shop has had quite an impact, but the Wheatsheaf pub has 'filled the gap' and as a village, we are still fortunate to be able to buy those many basic essentials, and order newspapers from Mark and Jacky.

Lorton Parish Council continues to play an active role in the Melbreak Communities. Three of us participate  regularly on the Steering Group, and Steve Irlam has offered to fulfil the specific role of coordinating the Emergency Plan, more details of this will be available at the AGM of the Melbreak Communities on May 15th.

I would like to express my thanks, and on behalf of the community, to the councillors who continue to participate and contribute to the running of our Parish Council. At a recent meeting Alex Baker tendered his resignation, so we have a vacancy which we would like to fill! If anyone is interested, and would like to have an informal discussion about the role, please get in touch with myself, of Dave Smith, our clerk.

Due to the changes in the electoral divisions we will no longer be seeing Eric Nicholson at our meetings, so I  would like to express our thanks to him for his considerable support over the years, he regularly attended our council meetings, and always did his best to represent our issues.

 I would also like to express my thanks to Dave Smith, he fulfils his role as our Clerk with great enthusiasm, and keeps us up to date with all the relevant issues that we need to be aware of. It is thanks to his expertise that we have the Parish Newsletter in circulation.

29.13
The End of Year Accounts:
The Clerk presented the End of Year Accounts (see attached) and talked those present through the figures. Total income during the year was £5,702.00p. Total expenditure was £4,125.07p. Together with the balance brought forward from the previous financial year, the balance of the Parish Council account on March 31st 2013 was £4,302.79p.  The figures had been audited and agreed by Mr. J. Hankin, the internal auditor. There were no questions from those present. The End of Year accounts were formally agreed by the councillors present together with the annual governance statement contained within the external audit form as completed by the Chair and the Clerk.

Two issues were raised by Mr. Hankin:

· The low level of the rent paid to the council by Lorton Tennis Club. This issue will be addressed during 2013.

· The fact that the minutes of meetings were not pasted into a book and were kept in a loose leaf folder which may be open to tampering with. It was agreed that in future the Chair would initial each page of the minutes as well as signing and dating the minutes on the last page.

30.13 Presentations from Community Groups:
1. The Village Shop in The Pub: Mark from The Wheatsheaf told the meeting that the shop had now been open for six weeks and was going well. He intended to increase the sales of coffee and cake in the mornings by installing new signage to make cyclists aware of the facility. The shop is open everyday except Wednesday from 9.00am to 4.00pm. Most village people using the shop either walk or cycle to it though the car park is available for the use of customers. There is expected to be an increase in turnover with the onset of the tourist season.
2. Ted Gilbertson from The Lorton & Derwent Fells Local History Society gave an update on the activities of the group. There are currently 180 members with the majority being from Lorton, Cockermouth and Loweswater. There are a series of bi-monthly talks each year, all of which are held in Lorton.. During the coming year there are to be a series of historical walks held in Lorton and these are open to everyone to participate in. New members are always welcome with October being the best time to join.
3. Lorton Garden Club has been active in the past year with new tubs being placed around the village and planted up by members. There are a series of summer visits planed for the coming year to gardens throughout Cumbria and one to Scampston Hall in Yorshire.

4. Penny Poole from the Melbreak Communities thanked Lorton PC for the continued support it provides. Funding has been secured from Cockermouth Neighbourhood Forum and the LDNPA to continue some of the work of the group. The website has now had over 40,000 viewings and will be developed further. The Emergency Plan is now being co-ordinated by Steve Irlam and a leaflet will be produced and distributed to all houses in the four parishes. The monthly coffee and cake events are continuing to be well supported and more events in Loweswater are planned after the success of the one held there during the past year. It is felt that the Melbreak Communities has the potential to be a community facilitator in the coming years.
5. Anne Roberts from Lorton Women’s Institute explained that they meet every second Wednesday in Lorton and that the group is 91 years old. Apart from the regular meetings, the group is very active within the community, having helped with the jubilee celebrations, organising various coffee mornings, including one in aid of The League of Friends of Cockermouth Cottage Hospital. The local group also supports the work of the national organisation in work on milk prices and the traceability of food.
6. Les Webb from the local First Responders Group informed the meeting that they now had 18 trained members across the valley with the biggest concentration being based in Lorton. The aim of the First Responders is to get to incidents as soon as possible and the local team has an excellent record, arriving before the ambulance crew at all but one incident. Call outs are in the region of 20 per year. Fundraising is an ongoing activity with defibrillators costing up to £2,000 each. The group is always keen to attract more new members and all  new volunteers are covered by the insurance of the NW Ambulance Service.
7. Carol Priestley, the community governor from Lorton School, explained that the recent Ofsted inspection, undertaken in February, had resulted in an excellent report. The number of pupils on the roll continues to grow, currently standing at 67. Fundraising for both Friends of Lorton School and the After School Club received a boost recently with 153 runners taking part in the 10k race. Pupils at the school have also had recent sporting successes with the netball team winning the Allerdale finals and progressing to the Cumbria finals in Carlisle.
8. Derek Poate from The Yew Tree Hall explained that fundraising was a key element of the work of the Village Hall committee in keeping the hall in a good state of repair, as well as keeping hire costs down. In the coming months there is to be a village quiz trail and a photo competition. A recent feasibility study on the future of the hall, and in particular the access issues, has led to a debate regarding the future of the hall. As well as poor access, car parking is also a concern. This debate is in the very early stages.
The Chair thanked all the speakers for their presentation.

The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.40pm
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________
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