Lorton Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2015
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Sloan, Deeks, Aitken, Irlam & Armstrong.
Apologies:   PCSO Lyall & Cllr. Bowness (CCC)
Also in attendance:  Cllr. Annison (ABC), four members of the public & Dave Smith (Clerk).
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
142.15     Declarations of Interest:
Cllrs. Armstrong and Deeks declared an interest in the Planning agenda item.
143.15    Minutes of the previous meeting:
The minutes of the July meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
144.15 
Public Participation:
A member of the public drew the attention of councillors to the poor state of repair of a section of the Winder Hall boundary wall as it runs along the side of the B5289 with fallen masonry lying on the pavement.
ACTION: Clerk to inform the selling agents of the concerns of the council.

The issue of speeding cars, particularly during the evening, through Low Lorton on the B5289 and the danger these vehicles cause to pedestrians was raised again by Low Lorton residents. The need for a speed limit covering the whole of the village was also highlighted.
ACTION: Clerk to raise these concerns with Cumbria Highways and request another round of traffic monitoring and the creation of a 30mph zone covering Lorton.
145.15   Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:
133.15: Clerk to inform LDNPA of the views of the Council: Done 

134.15: Clerk to respond to local resident re: new footpaths and copy in LDNPA: Done

134.15: Clerk to inform Yew Tree Hall Committee of PC representative: Done

134.15: Cllrs Deeks and Irlam are to dismantle the next bench for refurbishment: Done

136.15: Clerk to report issue to Cumbria Highways: Done and signpost repaired

137.15: Clerk to send out all payments: Done

A list of correspondence received, as below, was read out and duly noted by councillors.
	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	CALC Newsletter July/August
	X
	

	Salary information from Lamont Pridmore
	X
	

	Cumbria Trust: GDF - Call For Evidence
	X
	X

	Report from Allerdale Parishes LDNPA member: June & July
	X
	

	LDNPA: Lorton Complaint Update 21,22 & 23
	X
	

	LDNPA: Parishes Forum minutes
	X
	

	LDNPA: Affordable Housing guidance
	X
	

	CCC: Emergency Traffic Regulation Order - Lorton Bridge
	X
	


Councillors agreed that the Council should respond to the GDF Call for Evidence as requested by The Cumbria Trust.
ACTION: Clerk to complete the form and email to councillors for comment prior to sending to the Office for Nuclear Development on September 4th.
B: Parish Maintenance Report:
The Parish Benches:  The bench at Whitbeck Bridge has now been dismantled and is currently being refurbished. It is expected to be back in situ during the next two weeks.
The Parish Field: a variety of maintenance works have been undertaken recently on and around the Parish Field. The Chair thanked Miles Postlethwaite for the work done on the oak tree on the Parish Field. It was noted that further works would probably be required on the large sycamore by Tennis Court 2.
Dog Fouling in the Parish: Cllr. Poate raised some concerns regarding an increase in dog fouling and the need for free poo bags to be made available in the area.
ACTION: Clerk to pick up free dog poo bags from ABC and drop off with Chair.
C: Report from the Borough Councillor:

Cllr. Annison reported that as a member of the Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee he was keen to find examples of good practice in the provision of services for elderly people living in rural areas. He stated that much of the work undertaken by the Melbreak Communities group with elderly people was being used as an exemplar but he needed other examples if they were available.

Councillors were reminded that if they had any ideas for community projects requiring capital expenditure, £5k to £10k, then he would be pleased to help try to access funding through the Borough Council. He confirmed that the Parish Council would be an acceptable applicant and councillors suggested that a bid to support the development of the school adventure play area might be appropriate. 
The meeting was informed that the idea of two unitary authorities for Cumbria, north and south, was gaining ground within the Conservative Party in Cumbria and he would be pleased to hear views on this proposal.

Cllr. Annison then raised the issue of a missing fingerpost sign situated in Embleton Parish but with one of the original fingers pointing to Lorton. He stated that he had got Cumbria Highways to agree to pay for a replacement fingerpost sign but officers had informed him that they would require a payment of £500 to put towards the overall cost of £5,000. After some discussion, Councillors agreed by a majority of 6 to 1 to put £150.00p towards the replacement fingerpost.

Cllr. Deeks asked Cllr. Annison if he could look into the situation with regard to superfast broadband in the parish. On the Connecting Cumbria website there is no indication as to when superfast broadband will become available in the area.
ACTION: Cllr. Annison to investigate the lack of progress made by the Connecting Cumbria project and report back.
D: The Melbreak Communities Report:
Cllr. Aitken informed the meeting that the AGM had been well attended as were the coffee and cake sessions. Funds raised through the coffee mornings and from the Oil Co-op are available for community groups to apply for. The Emergency Plan is now up and running and every household in the area has received a copy. 
E: The Parish Council Newsletter:
Cllr. Sloan stated that she wanted to get the next edition of the newsletter out by the end of the first week in December. Articles to be included are 'Preparing your home for winter' and 'A day in the life of...'.
146.15: Planning:

There was one new application to discuss:
Ref:

7/2015/2176

Location:
Land adjacent to Brackenrigg, Low Lorton CA13 9UW

Proposal:
Outline application for 2 detached dwellings (for local occupancy) including access
Reply by:
8th September 2015

The applicant for the above application is Cllr. Armstrong who declared a prejudicial and pecuniary interest in the matter. It was agreed that he should remain in the meeting to answer any questions that might arise but then he would leave the meeting whilst any decision was made on the application by the remaining councillors.

Cllr. Armstrong explained that when it became clear that the previous application for the site was not going to proceed he decided to put in the current, outline application, with a view to raising some funds to support the family farm. If the application was successful, his intention was to sell the two plots with the outline planning permission in place.
The members of public present made the following points with regard to the above application:

· When the original application for 7 affordable homes on the site was submitted, the Parish Council opposed the application and local residents would hope that the Council would also oppose this application.

· If this application is successful there are fears that it could act as a 'green light' for further housing developments in Low Lorton. 
· The application extends the village in an unacceptable way and in an area that is dangerous for pedestrians as there is no footpath along the side of the road. It would also change, in a negative way, the entrance to the village.
· The visibility displays for the proposed site entrance do not meet the nationally accepted criteria thus making vehicular access from the site dangerous.

· It was questioned whether there was a need for two new houses as there were already a number of properties for sale in the village and the wider area?
· In the application it is implied that the proposal already has the support of the Parish council. How can this be the case when it is coming before the Council for the first time this evening?

Councillors addressed the above points as follows:

Cllr. Poate stated that the current application was quite different from the previous application and would have less of an impact on the village as there would be fewer people living in two properties, as opposed to seven, and there would also be fewer vehicles associated with two houses.
Cllr. Poate also stated that, whilst it was understood that there might be other applications submitted in due course, this evening, councillors could only consider the application in front of them.
Cllr. Deeks stated that the above issues of visibility, dangerous roads and need would all be considered by the planning authority and that Cumbria Highways would certainly be a consultee during the planning process and would give a professional view on the impact of the proposed development on the adjacent highway.
Those councillors who had been contacted by Cllr. Armstrong, seeking their initial views on the proposal prior to any application being made, stated that they did not consider these initial responses to have committed them to supporting the proposal in any way.
At this point Cllr. Armstrong left the meeting and the Chair asked the remaining councillors to make their views known on the application.

Five councillors had 'No objections'. One councillor objected. Thus Lorton Parish Council agreed that it had 'No objections' to the above application.

ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA Planning Dept. of the views of the Council

Councillors were asked to note the following:

One application has been dealt with between meetings:

Ref:

7/2015/2152

Location:
Hobcarton, Low Lorton CA13 9TB

Proposal:
Minor material amendments to previous planning approval

A response of 'No Objections ' was sent on July 28th 2015.

Notice of grant of Planning Permission:

7/2015/2110: Oak Lodge, Low Lorton CA13 9UP - proposed roof alterations

Lorton Complaint: Update 21 received 15th July 2015. Update 22 received 31st July 2015. Update 23 received 21st August. All three updates forwarded to all councillors.
Cllr. Deeks gave councillors a brief update on recent activity on the site covered by the Lorton Complaint updates.
147.15 
Report from the Police:

A written report had been received in which it was stated that there had been six incidents reported since the last meeting, four of which were detailed as below:
· On the 3rd July, it was reported a vehicle had gone into the side of a property in the Lorton area, knocking a substantial amount of render off the property. This occurred sometime between 1pm and 2pm. A Police investigation is ongoing. 
· On the 8th July, St Cuthbert’s Church reported a congregation plate had been stolen. This has occurred between 9am on the 5th July and 5pm on the 8th July. Offenders have forced open the church doors to gain access. A full Police investigation is ongoing into this incident. 
· On the 10th July, it was reported between the 12th June and 17th June, 16 lambs and 8 ewes have been stolen from a field in the area. 
· On the 12th July, it was reported a male was causing problems in the area due to being intoxicated. The Police attended and waited with the male until a taxi arrived to take him home. 
148.15 
Highways issues:
Members of the public and the councillors present reported the following concerns:
1. Many of the drains on the B5289 in Low Lorton to the south of The Wheatsheaf are blocked by leaves and other debris.

2. The farmers at the top end of Boon Beck road are going to need a good period of notice as and when the resurfacing work on the road is going to be carried out.

3. The vegetative growth along the sides of Tenters Lane needs cutting back.
4. Hedges in Low Lorton on the other side of the road to The Wheatsheaf, and associated with the land belonging to the new-build property, need cutting back.

ACTION: Clerk to report the above issues to Cumbria Highways and to supply the landowners names and addresses in relation to items 3 & 4.
 149.15 
Finance:
The Clerk informed the meeting that balance of the account as of the most recent bank statement dated 15th August 2015 was £6,354.47p with all payments agreed at the last meeting having cleared through the account.
The Clerk reported that following payments were outstanding:
i: R. McCree - grounds maintenance July & August:

£300.00p
ii: D. Smith Salary Qtr 2:




£355.34p
iii: HMRC PAYE Qtr 2:





£88.80p
iv: D. Smith expenses Qtr 2:




£51.00p

v: Firpress Printers - Summer Newsletter:


£159.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
Taking the above payments into account, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 2nd September 2015 is £5,400.33p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
150.15
Governance Documents:

The Clerk reminded councillors that all the governance documents for the Parish Council were now placed on the Melbreak Communities website. When collating the documents for placement on the website he had been unable to find copies of the Councils Complaints Procedure or the Freedom of Information Publication Policy. 

Councillors had been supplied with copies of templates of the two policies and he asked that they agree to the formal adoption of both documents.
The adoption of the Lorton Parish Council Complaints Procedure and the Lorton Parish Council Freedom of Information Publication Policy was
Proposed:
Cllr. Deeks

Seconded:
Cllr. Poate

All those present agreed to the adoption.

ACTION: Clerk to send the documents for placement on the Melbreak Communities website.
151.15
Items for the next meeting:

· Update on the Adventure Play Area
152.15 
Date of next meeting: 
Wednesday 4th November 2015 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.

Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________





Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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