Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 1st May 2013 
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Deeks, Baker & Armstrong.
Apologies: Cllr. Aitken  & Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC)..
Also present: Three members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
31.13 Declarations of Interest:

There were no Declarations of Interest.
32.13 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes of the March meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
33.13 Public Participation:

There were no issues raised under this agenda item.
34.13 Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:

13.13: Cumbria Community Messaging Service: article & website address to be in next newsletter. Done
13.13: Cumbria Community Messaging Service: Lorton Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator to be contacted. To be done.

15.13: Public Participation: Issues to be highlighted with Highways Hotline, salt spreading & Scawgill Bridge. Highways Hotline informed
16.13: Range of options to be produced re: new notice-board. Done (see below)

22.13: Newsletter to be produced and circulated. Done 
B: Parish Maintenance Report:

Low Lorton Notice-board: additional prices for different types of board were given as:

	Type
	Capacity
	Price Range
	Notes

	Aluminium
	8 x A4

Single bay
	£550 - £600
	Plain

	Man-made timber
	8 x A4

Single bay
	£950 - £1,100
	Sign written top panel

	Oak/ hardwood
	8 x A4

Double bay
	£900 - £1,400
	Sign written top panel


Councillors agreed that they would be responsible for the installation of the new board.
It was agreed to make enquiries regarding planning permission before ordering the new notice-board.

ACTION: Clerk to contact LDNPA regarding the need for planning permission.
Parish Benches: Phil Hartley, local contractor, has approached the PC offering to undertake works on the parish benches. The Chair agreed that he should undertake some work on the bench in The Pound, estimated to cost around £45.00. This work has yet to be undertaken.
The Pound Wall: Cllr. Armstrong informed the meeting that he had received a quote from Gary Todhunter for taking down the section of The Pound Wall that is causing problems for large vehicles when negotiating the adjacent bend. The quote is for £1,070.00p. Cllr. Armstrong also informed the meeting that two local farmers had agreed to cover 50% of these costs between them on the understanding that the section of the wall is moved back from the road by at least 2 metres. Planning permission will be required for the work and Cllr. Deeks agreed to produce a plan and complete the paperwork for the Planning department of the LDNPA.
ACTION: Cllr. Deeks to submit the planning application associated with this work.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
See the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.
35.13 Planning: 
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received three Notices of Grant of Planning Permission, these being:

7/2012/2286: Whit Beck, High Lorton

7/2012/2290: Harrot Hill Farm, Cockermouth

7/2013/2018: Broomlands Barn, High Lorton
36.13 Revised Standing Orders:

Prior to the meeting a copy of the revised Standing Orders, as developed by the National Association of Local Councils in response to The Localism Act 2011, had been sent to each councillor to allow for reading through prior to the meeting.
The adoption of the revised standing orders was:

Proposed by:
Cllr. Deeks
Seconded by: 
Cllr. Postlethwaite

All Councillors present agreed.

37.13 Report from the Police:
PC Peter Crome had supplied a report covering the parish and there had been two incidents:

22/03/2013
A blue Skoda Fabia left the road on the Lorton side of Whinlatter Pass, both driver and passenger were checked over at West Cumberalnd Hospital and no serious injuries were reported.

01/04/2013
Reports on sheep and lambs on the main Cockermouth to Lorton road.  Police attended and placed all sheep and lambs back into a field.  Police have asked all farmers to check their fences particularly those close to busy roads.
38.13 Highways issues:
Councillors reported that the drains were blocked by Kirkfell House and that the condition of the road at Scawfell Bridge continues to deteriorate. 
ACTION: Clerk and councillors are to report these issues to the Highways Hotline.
39.13 The Tennis Club Rent:

The Chair explained to councillors that the lease between the Tennis Club and the Parish Council, covering the rent of a part of the Parish Field that has been converted into a tennis court, is due to expire in 2014. The rent is currently set at £40.00p per year. There is now an opportunity for the Parish Council to enter into discussions with the Tennis Club with a view to agreeing a revised rent. After some discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council should seek to increase the rent to £100.00p per annum with a regular rent review to be included in any new agreement.
ACTION: Cllr. Deeks is to look through the paperwork associated with the current lease and suggest the best way forward for the Parish Council. He will contact Cllr. Poate with his suggestions prior to Cllr. Poate contacting the Tennis Club.
40.13 Finance:
The Clerk reported that the following payments were outstanding:
i. Firpress Printers:




£45.00p
ii. Richard McCree – Grounds maintenance March & April:
£250.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The Clerk informed councillors that the first half of the precept, £2,770.00p, has been received from Allerdale Borough Council together with the £40.00p annual rent from Lorton Tennis Club.

The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th April 13 was £7,112.79p. Taking into consideration the above payments totalling £295.00p, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 1st May 2013 is £6,817.79p.
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had been able to negotiate a reduction in the insurance premium from Aon Ltd for 2013/14. This would now be £319.00p, a saving of £65.00p. As soon as the relevant paperwork has been received the Clerk will get a cheque for this amount signed by the Chair and the Vice Chair.

41.13 Correspondence: 

The Clerk provided councillors with a list of both electronic and hard copy correspondence that he had received since the last meeting. The only letter requiring a response was from a year 7 pupil at Cockermouth Junior School regarding street lighting in Lorton and pot holes along the Thackthwaite Road.
ACTION: Clerk to respond.
42.13 Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 3rd July 2013 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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