Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2014 
Present: Cllrs. Postlethwaite (Chair), Irlam, Sloan, Aitken, Deeks & Armstrong.
Apologies: Cllr. Poate. 
Also in attendance: Three members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
15.14     Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.
16.14    Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes of the January meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
17.14 
Public Participation:

A number of highways issues were raised by members of the public and these included:
	Where
	Issues
	Comments

	Scales Road, High Lorton
	Pot holes throughout the length of the road. Edges of the road breaking down causing road hazards. Blocked highways grid outfalls by unsatisfactory work from Electricity North West. Poorly maintained road gully chambers at Boon Beck Corner. Surface water drainage from the highway at Boon Beck Corner is not adequate enough during times of heavy rain fall, causing surface water flooding to Boon Beck Fold driveway. Gravel on the surface on Scales road is causing a highways hazard.
	This road is now in a particularly hazardous state and requires immediate attention. There is a danger of boundary walls collapsing because of eroded road edges and outfalls. At times this road looks like a river bed.



	High Mill Road, High Lorton
	Part way up this road there is a gully that is higher than the lowest point in the road. This results in regular flooding. Further along, past High Mill, the road has severely deteriorated and is now barely passable without a 4x4 or tractor.
	This road also requires the cleaning out of the drainage ditches on either side of the road and the waste materials that are removed need to be taken away, not just left at the side of the road. A very elderly resident requires access at all times for his carers to visit on a twice daily basis. Some are experiencing difficulty in reaching his home with the flooding problem.

	Tenters Road, High Lorton
	Pot holes throughout and the breaking away of the edges of the road in certain sections.
	This road is now becoming difficult to drive along and requires attention throughout.

	The B5292, Whinlatter Road, in High Lorton 
	From Kirkfell House, white gates, down the hill to the High Lorton junction all the roadside drains are blocked and require cleaning 
	After heavy rain there are becks running along either side of the road causing problems for traffic.

	High Armaside Road from the junction on the B5292 to Byerstead
	General disintegration of the road.
	Without a 4x4 this road is virtually impassable in places.

	The road by Lorton Tennis Club
	Pot holes in the road exactly by the tennis courts
	These pot holes are getting bigger and could well result in a claim against CCC if not dealt with


Further concerns were raised regarding the ineffectiveness of the road sweeper, largely due to parked cars. It was suggested that cars could be moved if their owners were given notice that the road sweeper would be working in the village.
ACTION: Clerk to report all the above to Cumbria Highways and contact Allerdale BC with regard to the road sweeping service.

ACTION: Clerk to meet up with Cllr. Irlam to walk the roads in and around Lorton to identify further issues.

18.14   Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:

03.14: Clerk to arrange for Cumbria Highways site visit: Done
05.14: Clerk to contact The Yew Tree Hall Committee and ask to be kept informed. Done.

05.14: Clerk to draft letter to LDNPA Chief Exec: Done and response received.

06.14: Clerk to inform the LDNPA Planning Dept. of the views of the Council: Done. 
08.14: All highways issues to be reported to Cumbria Highways by Clerk and Councillors: Done
10.14: All payments sent out and cheques now cleared through the account.

	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	ABC: Information on Council Tax base
	X
	

	ABC: Information on Footway Lighting
	X
	

	Friends of Lorton School: request for use of Parish Field
	X
	

	Toma Fund: request for funding
	X
	X

	Email from Alex Baker: water fluoridation
	X
	X

	LDNPA: emails regarding The Old Vicarage
	X
	

	CALC February & March newsletters
	X
	

	LDNPA:  emails regarding Land to the S of Lime Tree Cottage
	X
	

	Letter from JR Tyson re: Whitbeck scheme
	X
	X

	Cheque from Melbreak Communities
	X
	X


ACTION: Clerk to write and thank Melbreak Communities for their contribution towards the notice-board.

Clerk to acknowledge receipt of letter from JR Tyson.

B: Parish Maintenance Report:
The Pound Wall: Planning permission has now been obtained subject to ensuring that the extension to the highway, created by moving the wall back 1m, is brought up to 'adoptable' standards. A quote has been received for this work which, together with the quote for the removal and rebuilding of the wall, brings the cost of the project to £3,800. It was agreed that before proceeding with any works a meeting with local residents should be arranged at which financial commitments would be sought.
ACTION: Clerk to produce invitation leaflet and Cllr. Armstrong to deliver.

The Parish Benches: It was agreed that works should be undertaken on a further three benches during the coming months.

ACTION: Clerk to contact contractor and get quotes for this work.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
MC have been awarded £500 from Age UK to undertake work with elderly people living in the area.
A guided walk has been arranged on Friday 28th March to further explain the work to be undertaken by the West Cumbria Rivers Trust on Whitbeck.

During 2013 £550 was raised by the Coffee & Cake events.
19.14 The Yew Tree Hall:

Cllr. Irlam brought the rest of the council up to date with the various options available to the Yew Tree Hall Committee with regard to the future of the hall. He explained that the hall was now needing money to be spent on it if it was going to continue functioning as a village hall and members of the hall committee felt that now was good time to look at alternatives as everyone recognised that the hall had limitations in its usage. There were three alternatives:
· Build an extension onto the side of the church that would function as a village hall as well as providing the church with additional facilities. Similar schemes have happened elsewhere in the county. Parking would continue to be a major issue.

· Converting and extending one of the 'play-sheds' at the school to provide a new facility. There might be problems with daytime use and there may be issues with the size of the facility in a restricted space.

· Building a new, purpose-built facility. There may be land-owners willing to sell some land for this purpose but the overall cost would be considerable and fund-raising would likely take a number of years.

It was agreed that the Parish Council requirements of a new facility would include a small committee room to hold meetings in. It was further agreed that of the three above options, members favoured the school option at present.
ACTION: Clerk to write to the Hall Committee with the views of the council.
20.14   Planning: 
One new planning application has been received:

7/2014/2041: Croft House, Low Lorton CA13 9UW - extensions & alterations 

Councillors had 'No objections' to this application.

ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the council.
One minor material amendments application has been received since the last meeting and dealt with at a special planning meeting 26/2/14:
7/2012/2323 Land to the south of Lime Tree House, Low Lorton, Cockermouth CA13 9UW
Proposal:             Erect a detached cottage without complying with a condition attached to planning 


permission Ref: App/Q9495/A/12/2185398 

An objection has been lodged with the Planning Authority (see minutes of Special Planning Meeting).

A request for 'Support' was received from the applicant re:

7/2013/2325: The Old Vicarage, Lorton - extend residential accommodation 

Following a site visit, this was provided by letter sent 5/02/2014

Notice of Grant of Planning Permission:

7/2013/2284: Relocation of The Pound Wall

7/2013/2328: Graceholme, High Lorton

7/2013/2302: Whitbeck works
21.14 
Report from the Police:
A report from the police had been received in which it was stated tha there had been no incidents reported in the parish in the last thirty days. The new PCSO for the parish is Adele Lyall.
ACTION: Clerk to invite the new PCSO to the next meeting.
22.14 Spring Newsletter:

The Clerk confirmed that the newsletter was ready for printing subject to proof reading by Cllr. Sloan.

ACTION: Clerk to arrange for the printing of the newsletter.
23.14 Street-lighting:

The Clerk read out the letter from Allerdale BC informing Parish Councils that the borough council would no longer be paying for the replacement of footway lights that were attached to Electricity NW or BT poles, as and when they required repair and were subsequently removed. A fund has been set up by Electricity NW to help Parish Councils pay for replacements if required. Cllr. Irlam stated that there were in the region of 20 such footway lights in the parish that were attached to either BT of Electricity NW poles. Councillors agreed to monitor this situation.
24.14 
Highways issues:
See agenda item 15.14 above.
25.14 
The Tennis Club Lease:

Cllr. Deeks confirmed that he has written up the  Memorandum of Agreement and he will add it to the lease and contact Lorton Tennis Club.
ACTION: Cllr. Deeks to inform Lorton tennis Club.
26.14 
Finance:
The Clerk reported that following payments were outstanding:
i: Clerk's salary Qtr 4:




£355.34p
ii: HMRC PAYE Qtr 4:




£88.80p

iii: Clerk's Expenses Qtr 4:



£63.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th February 2014 was £5,472.92p. Taking into consideration the above payments totalling £507.14p and the cheque for £200 from Melbreak Communities, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 5th March 2014 is £5,165.78p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
27.14 New Model Standing Orders:

The Clerk took councillors through the various sections of the NALC New Model Standing Orders agreeing insertions as required, after which all councillors present agreed to adopt the New Model Standing Orders.

28.14 
Items for the next meeting:

In light of the fact that the next meeting of the parish Council would be the Annual meeting, it was agreed that a number of community organisations should be invited to attend to give short presentations on their activities during the last twelve months.
ACTION: Clerk to liaise with the Chair on this issue.
29.14 
Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 7th May 2014 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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