Lorton Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th January 2015
Present: Cllrs.  Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Sloan,  Irlam, Aitken & Deeks.
Apologies:  Cllr. Steve Armstrong, & Adele Lyall (Cumbria Police).
Also in attendance:  Peter Winter (PFK), Marian Burton & Dave Smith (Clerk).
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those present of the terms of the Code of Conduct.
91.15     Declarations of Interest:
There were no declarations of interest.
92.15    Minutes of the previous meeting:
The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
93.15 
Public Participation:
The Chair suggested that the planning application to be discussed should be brought forward and invited Peter Winter from PFK to speak on the application.
Ref:

7/2014/2308

Location:
Kirkfell House, High Lorton

Proposal:
Erection of local needs dwelling

Reply by:
16th January 2015

Mr. Winter reminded those present that he had attended a meeting of the Council in August 2013 when councillors had supported the outline planning application, subsequently supported by the LDNPA, for the proposal that was now before the Council. 

During the eighteen months since the August meeting architects have developed the plans for the two-storey, three bedroom house which the applicant, Mrs. Burton, wishes to build on the site within the grounds of Kirkfell House. 

Issues raised previously by councillors such as the impact on prominent, TPO protected trees in the vicinity and access to and from the property had been addressed and the developer had worked closely with arboriculturalists and Cumbria Highways on these concerns.
After some further discussion councillors agreed that they had 'No Objections' to the application.

ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the Council
94.15   Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:
81.14: Cllr Deeks to contact Geoff Davis if required re: Development Control Committee: N/A

81.14: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the Council. Done.

82.14: Clerk to find out if licence fee is payable: Done and no fee is payable. Licence sent direct to Tolsons.

82.14: Clerk to thank Mark Tyson for his support and contribution towards the Pound Wall project: Done.

82.14: Clerk to contact Richard McCree re: new seasons work: Done

83.14: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the Council: Done

84.14: Cllrs to submit articles for the newsletter: Done

84.14: Clerk to submit invoices to Border Hydro  & The Wheatsheaf for payment: Partly done.

87.14: Clerk to report the issue of gullies that are still blocked after a visit by the contractor; Done but no response

88.14: Clerk to send out all payments: Done
	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	CALC Newsletter Dec/Jan
	X
	

	Allerdale BC: Precept information request
	X
	X

	Lorton Complaint Update 14
	X
	

	LDNPA Appeal outcome: The Old Vicarage
	X
	

	Great North Air Ambulance: thank you for donation
	X
	

	LDNPA Digest
	X
	

	Border Hydro payment
	X
	

	Offer of presentation from United Utilities
	X
	X


It was agreed that the Council should write to Allerdale BC opposing the 30% in the Council Tax Rebate Grant and that United Utilities should be invited to the March meeting of the Council.
ACTION: Clerk to write to ABC urging them not to implement the 30% cut in the CTRG and invite UU to the March meeting.

B: Parish Maintenance Report:
The Pound Wall: The Clerk informed the meeting that Tolsons had said they would undertake the road-works in January though no specific date has as yet been given. The remaining contributions from local residents are to be collected once the Tolsons invoice has been presented.
Street Lighting: A list of street-lights on ENW or BT poles was handed out at the CALC AGM. There are no street-lights due for removal in Lorton Parish.
The Parish Maintenance contract 2015: The Clerk reported that he had now discussed the contract for the coming season with Richard McCree and he is happy with the amount to be paid as agreed by councillors.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
Cllr. Poate informed the meeting that there had been a successful Young Persons Disco held in December and that the Coffee & Cake mornings continued to be well supported, the next one to be held in January in Loweswater Village Hall.
95.15   Planning: 
See 93.15 above.
One planning application has been dealt with between meetings:
Ref:

7/2014/2297

Location:
Graceholme, High Lorton

Proposal:
proposed car port

A response of 'No objections' was sent. 
96.15 
Report from the Police:

PCSO Adele Lyall had presented a written report in which it was stated that no incidents had occured since the November meeting.
However, councillors were aware of an accident on the Whinlatter Road just above Scawgill Bridge where a vehicle had left the road and fallen down the steep bank to the south of the road. It was noted that this had happened on other occasions at the exact same spot and that some type of crash barrier was needed to prevent it happening again.

ACTION: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways requesting the installation of a crash barrier.

97.15 
Highways issues:
Further to the unsatisfactory cleansing of the gullies in the Parish and the lack of any response from Cumbria Highways on this issue, it was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr. Irlam should meet up and review the situation prior to arranging a meeting with representatives from Cumbria Highways.

An inspection of the works undertaken on the Boon Beck Road has identified areas where additional work is required. This will also be raised with Cumbria Highways.

ACTION: Clerk and Cllr. Irlam to meet up and inspect the gullies prior to arranging a meeting with Cumbria Highways.
Concerns have been raised by local residents regarding water running out of the wall of a field to the south of Hole Mire. Whilst the water is being taken away by a drain that is running freely, there is concern that the wall may collapse with prolonged heavy rain. 

ACTION: Cllr. Sloan is to find out the contact details of the land owner, pass them onto the Clerk who is to write to him/her highlighting the above concerns.
Cllr. Deeks raised a concern regarding a sign that has appeared recently on a permissive path running along the banks of the River Cocker in Low Lorton. The sign states that the permissive path will be closed shortly. Cllr. Deeks informed the meeting that many local residents use the path and it would be much missed were it to be closed.
ACTION: Cllr. Postlethwaite is to find out who the land owner is and make further enquiries. 

 98.15 
Finance:
The Clerk informed the meeting that balance of the account as of the most recent bank statement dated 15th December 2014 was £8,201.16p.

The Clerk reported that following payments were outstanding:
i: D. Smith - Clerk's salary Qtr 3

£355.34p
ii: HMRC PAYE Qtr 3:



£88.80p
iii: D. Smith Expenses Qtr3:


£44.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The Clerk reported that credits totalling £440.00p had yet to clear through the account and that debits totalling £259.00p had also yet to clear through the account. 
Taking all the above into consideration the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 7th January 2015 is £7,894.02p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments and thank Lamont Pridmore for their continued support in the provision of salary information .
99.15 
Items for the next meeting:
· Lorton School Play Area
· United Utilities
100.15 
Date of next meeting: 
Wednesday 4th March 2015 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________





Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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