Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2014 
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Sloan, Aitken, Deeks & Armstrong.
Apologies: There were no apologies. 
Also in attendance: Olivia Harrison, the Head-Teacher of Lorton School and five members of the public.
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
01.14     Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.
02.14    Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.
03.14 
Public Participation:

A number of local residents had, prior to the meeting, raised the related issues of flooding and drainage in the parish in the light of recent heavy rain. Members of the public present at the meeting drew particular attention to the large amounts of water emerging from the drain situated by the junction of the B5289 Buttermere Road and the minor road from Low to High Lorton, causing flooding on the main road and the surrounding area. Concerns were expressed that the flooding was in some way related to previous works undertaken to prevent flooding on Church Field.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Cumbria Highways and arrange a site visit.

It was reported that the recycling bins were full and overflowing with waste not suitable for recycling also being dumped by the bins. A member of the public reported that the bins had now been emptied and rubbish had been removed. It was suggested that the Christmas break had meant that there was a delay in emptying the bins.
04.14
Proposed Adventure Playground on The Parish Field:

Olivia Harrison spoke to the request from Lorton School to use a part of the Parish Field to site a new Adventure Playground on. Councillors had previously had the opportunity to visit the site and see how much of the field would be taken up by the new equipment. Olivia stated that she now needed to know whether the Council would give permission to the school to place the Adventure Playground on the field as fund-raising was the next phase of the project and without the agreement of the council there was little point in fund-raising.
Cllr. Postlethwaite stated that she was still concerned that such a large part of the field would be lost and no longer available as an open, flexible, multi-use space for local residents to use if permission was given. Mrs. Harrison stated that she hoped the Adventure Playground would be seen as a village resource for use by all. She further stated that it would not interfere with the football pitch and that the Parish Field was the best site for the equipment.

The following proposal was suggested:

That the Parish Council agree in principle, and subject to further clarifications regarding overall size and insurance cover, to allow the placement of a new Adventure Playground on the Parish Field as per the indicative plans provided.
Five councillors voted in favour of the above proposal.

One councillor voted against the above proposal.

One councillor abstained.

Thus the proposal was carried.

ACTION: Mrs. Harrison to keep the Parish Council informed as to progress made.

05.14   Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:

71.13: Clerk to write letter of support for LTC funding bid: Done
72.13: Clerk to contact Richard McCree re: 2014 grounds maintenance. Done and cost as last season agreed.

 72.13: Cllr. Armstrong to look at tree by Tennis Club to see if it needs pruning. Done, does not need pruning.

72.13: A cheque to be issued to Cllr. Deeks: Done

74.13: Clerk to send response to DECC re MRWS 2: Done and receipt acknowledged.

75.13: All highways issues to be reported to Cumbria Highways by Clerk and Councillors: Done
77.13: Cllrs to supply articles for Christmas newsletter and Clerk to get printed: Done and newsletter          
delivered. 
79.13: All payments sent out and cheques now cleared through the account.
	Correspondence
	For Information
	For Action

	Cumbria Community Foundation Annual report
	X
	

	Great North Air Ambulance: letter of thanks
	X
	

	ABC: Precept information & Parish Funding
	X
	X

	Yew Tree Hall Management Committee information
	X
	X

	BT Fibre Broadband info
	X
	

	LDNPA: Allocations of Land final version
	X
	

	CALC December & January newsletter
	X
	

	LDNPA:  emails regarding Land to the S of Lime Tree Cottage
	X
	

	CCC: School Transport letter
	X
	

	ABC: Council Plan - draft for consultation
	X
	X


Cllr. Irlam, who sits on the Yew Tree Hall committee, explained that the committee were looking at a variety of options with regard to the future use of the hall. He further explained that for some time there had been concerns with regard to disabled access and parking and that there may be better alternatives within the parish. All comments will be taken into consideration by the Yew Tree Hall committee.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Yew Tree Hall committee explaining that the Parish Council be kept informed of all discussions and decisions relating to the future of the Yew Tree Hall.

A member of the public raised the issue of the house to the south of Lime Tree Cottage. The Clerk explained that after an initial delay, for which an apology was given, the parish Council was now being kept informed by the LDNPA regarding developments on the building site to the south of Lime Tree Cottage. A discussion followed during which the various activities of the developer of the site were highlighted. Concerns were expressed that, once again, the LDNPA were allowing activities that were clearly not allowed by the planning permission granted. A further planning application is expected but has yet to be received by the Parish Council. It was agreed that a Special Planning Meeting of the Parish Council should be held when the application arrives. It was further agreed to write a letter to the Chief Executive of the LDNPA, with copies to each of the members of the Planning Board, explaining the continued concerns of the council with regard to both the activities of the developer and those of the LDNPA Planners.
ACTION: Clerk to draft a letter to LDNPA Chief Executive and liaise with Cllrs. Deeks and Poate prior to sending the letter. 
B: Parish Maintenance Report:

Low Lorton Notice-board: Cllr. Irlam is now in receipt of the board and with the assistance of other councillors intends to install the board shortly. The invoice has now been received (see below).
Grounds Maintenance:  Richard McCree has agreed to undertake the work for 2014 at the same price as 2013.
The Pound Wall: The planning application has yet to be considered by the LDNPA Planning Board.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
The Emergency Plan continues to be developed, the Coffee Mornings are ongoing and continue to be well supported. The Lorton Oil co-operative has recently made a donation of £500 to the group.
06.14   Planning: 
Four applications have been received since the last meeting:
1. 7/2013/2284: The Pound, High Lorton - relocation of existing wall.

2. 7/2013/2302: Whitbeck Wood, Low Lorton - new river channel through floodplain and associated planting.
3. 7/2013/2328: Graceholme, High Lorton - proposed oil tank & removal of chimneys.

4. 7/2013/2325: The Old Vicarage, Lorton - extend residential accommodation and change of use from a guest house.
After some discussion councillors decided that they had 'No Objections' to any of the above applications.

Councillors were asked to note the following:

Notice of Grant of Planning Permission received for:

1. 7/2013/2184: High Swinside Farm

2. 7/2013/2209: Yew Tree View, High Lorton

3. 7/2013/2257: Croft House, Low Lorton.
ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the council.
07.14 
Report from the Police:
PCSO Megan Jones reported that there have been 4 incidents reported to the Police for the area of Lorton from 6th November 2013 to present meeting on the 7th January 2014
1. On the 8th November 2013 the Police attended an incident where diesel was reported to have been spilled on the B592 at Lorton. Highways attended and made the road safe.

2. On the 10th November 2013 Police attended a Road Traffic Collision where a Land Rover Discovery skidded on the ice and hit a wall. The driver sustained no injuries.

3. On 18th November the Police received a report of a vehicle causing an obstruction near to Yew Tree Hall. The Police located the owner of the vehicle, who then removed the vehicle from the area.

4. On 27th December the Police attended a report of a tree fallen onto a property at High Lorton. Highways also attended and made the area safe.
08.14 
Highways issues:
In addition to the concerns raised above Councillors reported that:

· the edges of the Tenters Road are degrading away to such an extent that it is becoming difficult to drive along. Also numerous pot holes.
· further works along the Boonbeck Road are required.

· the road drains outside the white gates of Kirkfell House, previously reported as being blocked and in need of emptying are still requiring attention.

·  the edges of the Low Swinside Road require attention.

· there are a number of pot holes along the Hopebeck Road.
· there are pot holes on the road by the Tennis Club.

· disintegration of the road up to High Armaside.

ACTION: Clerk and councillors are to report the above issues to the Highways Hotline.
09.14 
The Tennis Club Lease:

Further to the recent agreement between the Parish Council and the Tennis Club a Memorandum of Agreement is to be written up and signed by both parties. Cllr. Deeks agreed to undertake this work.
ACTION: Cllr. Deeks to write up a new Memorandum of Agreement.
10.14 
Finance:
The Clerk reported that following payments were outstanding:
i: Clerk's salary Qtr 3:




£355.34p
ii: HMRC PAYE Qtr 3:




£88.80p

iii: Clerk's Expenses Qtr 3:



£47.00p
iv: Firpress Printers (Newsletter):


£60.00p

v: Notice-It Ltd (Notice-board):



£1,000.00p
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th December 2013 was £7,074.06p. Taking into consideration the above payments totalling £1,551.14p, plus a payment of £50.00 yet to clear through the account, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 7th January 2014 is £5,472.92p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
11.14 
Items for the next meeting:

It was agreed that the following should be agenda items at the March meeting:

· Cumbria Highways
· Spring Newsletter
· Street Lighting
· New Model Standing Orders
12.14 
Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 5th March 2014 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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