Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2012
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite and Deeks
Apologies: Cllrs. Irlam, Aitken, Baker and John Hayton (LDNP)

Also present: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC) and five member of the public.
42.12 Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

43.12 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record and the Chair duly signed them.

44.12 Matters Arising:
All the actions and matters arising are covered by agenda item 46.12.
45.12 Public Participation:
An issue was raised regarding the Lorton sign coming into High Lorton from the Whinlatter road. Cllrs would check on this but it was thought that the sign was now back in place.
46.12 Clerk’s Report:

The clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received and required action:
1. HMRC: notification to complete Annual return.
ACTION: Lamont Pridmore to complete on-line.
2. External audit Form from BDO.
ACTION: Clerk to complete and return.

3. Cumbria Playing Fields Association: annual membership form. Cllrs decided not to take out membership.
The Clerk reported that all the actions on him from the previous meeting had been undertaken but he had yet to receive a response from Cumbria Highways regarding the request for a 20mph limit in Low Lorton.

ACTION: Cllr. Nicholson will contact the Allerdale Highways Manager.

A member of the public present reported that no work had been undertaken on the blocked gullies/drains, leading to flooding, on the Hopebeck Road, reported to the Highways Hotline number after the March meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to contact Highways Hotline number and report again.
47.12 Council Finances:
The Clerk reported that the following payments were outstanding:

CALC Subscription fee: 




£121.00
R. McCree: Grounds maintenance March & April

£214.00

AON Insurance: annual premium



£403.33
All the councillors present agreed that the payments should be made.
One payment had been made since the last meeting, this being the deposit on the Diamond Jubilee mugs of £121.50p, this payment having cleared during March.

Since the last meeting there have been two payments into the account during April, these being the first payment of the precept from ABC, £2,789.00p, and the £40.00 annual rent from Lorton tennis club.  
The balance given on the bank statement issued on 15th April 2012 is £5,554.86p. Taking the above payments to be made into account, the reconciled bank balance, as of 2nd May is £4,815.53p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all cheques.

48.12 Planning:
There was one planning application for consideration, this being:

App no: 7/2012/2081: Beckside, Low Lorton – single storey lean-to extension.

Councillors had ‘No Objection’ to this application.
Two notices of planning confirmations had been received these being:

App no: 7/2012/2063: Cottage south of Lime Tree House, Low Lorton confirmation of compliance with conditions of planning approval (7/2009/2115).
App no: 7/2012/2047: Rivermead, Low Lorton, amendment to raise height of roof.
ACTION: Clerk to inform LDNP of ‘No Objections’.
49.12 Report from the Police:

An electronic report was submitted by the Police highlighting the following incidents that have occurred in the parish since the last meeting. These were:
· Two calls for assistance regarding the welfare of individuals: one male requiring ambulance service assistance and one female reported as being overdue but located safe and well.
· A female was arrested for theft of monies from a property.
· Police received reports of a horse running loose in the Lorton area. Police attended but no horse was located.
50.12 Highways Issues:
The following issues were discussed:

i. Signs in the parish: the clerk reported that there had been a request for a new sign in Hopebeck at the bottom of the gated road to Keswick (Map ref: NY163239). There was some discussion about the state of the sign at the bottom of the Whinlatter Road (Map ref: NY153268) and it was agreed that it was not really fit for purpose.
ACTION: Clerk to write to Andrew Harrison of Cumbria Highways regarding these issues and seeking written confirmation that the missing arm on the fingerpost (Minute 29.12 ii) will be replaced during the current financial year.
ii. The yellow lines on the road outside the Whinlatter Visitors Centre are to be extended as they currently encourage dangerous on road parking.
iii. The build up of leaves in the drains by the school: it was thought by those present that this was the responsibility of the school and not Cumbria Highways.
51.12 Diamond Jubilee update:
The Chair confirmed that the order had been placed with VIP of Cockermouth for the Diamond Jubilee mugs (100) as agreed at the March meeting.

The following Jubilee related activities were confirmed:
· Lorton WI & Tennis Club: Jubilee Tea

· Lorton School: Street Party

· Yew Tree Hall Committee: Celidh

· Lorton Garden Club: Planters out around the village

· Lorton Church: Jubilee  service
52.12 Localism:

The Chair stated that she felt the council needed an update/briefing on Localism and it was agreed that a speaker should be sought to address the July meeting on the issue.
ACTION: Clerk to contact ACT and ask them to provide a speaker for the July meeting.
53.12 Risk Assessment update:
The Clerk informed the meeting that one section of the Parish Council risk assessment given to the internal auditor was in need of review during the coming months and this related to the 12 benches that the PC owned. 

Cllr. Deeks reported that he had recently undertaken an assessment of the benches in the parish and he provided councillors with a schedule and location maps showing nine of the twelve parish owned benches. He will complete his assessment Those present informed Cllr. Deeks where the remaining benches were situated and he will complete the assessment before the next meeting. 

It was agreed that this issue would be discussed further and an action plan developed at the next meeting. 
It was also reported that the gates to the Playing Field were not shutting properly due to the expansion of the wood. This too would be discussed at the next meeting.
54.12 Engaging the Local Community:
Further to the discussion at the March meeting, the Clerk handed councillors copies of a newsletter he had developed for a neighbouring Parish Council. This item will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
55.12 Lorton School:
A thank you letter has been received from the school in relation to the support provided re: the recent 10k run which was very successful. The school raised £1,100 from the run which is now set to be an annual event.
The school is going to hold a ‘Community Week’ the week commencing 18th June and is seeking volunteers to work with the school on a variety of activities which will include work on a large tapestry, work in Whinlatter Forest and a variety of work in Lorton village.

School numbers have increased recently.

56.12 Dial-a-Ride update:

The Dial-a-Ride scheme coving the Lorton Valley has now come to an end but the CCC public transport team have worked hard to ensure that suitable replacement have been put in place. There are now two schemes serving the Lorton Valley:
· Village Wheels: operating into Cockermouth at set times on Wednesdays and Fridays

· Rural Wheels: a more flexible scheme operating six days per week that is passenger responsive.

Both schemes have a cost and users need to sign up prior to using them and put money onto a smart card.

A Voluntary Car Scheme could be set up if there is enough interest, perhaps using the Melbreak Communities structure to co-ordinate.

57.12 Social Housing update:

The Clerk reported that he had talked to an officer in the Home Housing Development Team and had been told that the Lorton project would commence during June/July of this year and it was expected to be completed by April 2013.

58.12 Co-option of new councillor:

Ian Armstrong attended the meeting and informed councillors of his interest in becoming a parish councillor. He spoke of his family history in the Lorton area and of his work in farming in the area. It was proposed that Ian Armstrong be co-opted to fill the parish councillor vacancy:

Proposed:
Cllr. Deeks

Seconded:
Cllr. Postlethwaite

All those present agreed to the co-option.

59.12 Date of next meeting: 

Tuesday 26th June 2012 at 7.00pm in The Yew Tree Hall.

(PLEASE NOTE THE RE-ARRANGED DATE)
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________
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