Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2012
Present: Cllrs. Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Deeks, Irlam and Baker
Apologies: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC) and John Hayton (LDNP)

There were seven members of the public also in attendance.

18.12 Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest.

19.12  Co-option of new councillor:

The Chair introduced Ian Aitken, who had previously submitted an expression of interest in becoming a parish councillor. It was proposed that Ian Aitken be co-opted to fill one of the parish councillor vacancies:

Proposed:
Cllr. Irlam

Seconded:
Cllr. Baker
All those present agreed to the co-option.

20.12 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record and the Chair duly signed them.

21.12 Matters Arising:
Ian Aitken agreed that he would become the Broadband Champion for the council.
22.12 Public Participation:
To be taken under other agenda items as they arise.
23.12 Managing Radioactive Waste Safely Consultation:

The Chair reminded the meeting that the end date for the consultation period is 23rd March and this was the last Parish Council meeting before the end date thus requiring a decision from the council as to whether to support the move to Stage 4 of the MRWS process or not.
There was an open discussion, including members of the public, and the following points were made:

The geological studies to be undertaken during stage 4 would almost certainly prove that the geology of the area was not suitable for a repository. The project as a whole would have some economic benefit to the area though the likelihood of large numbers of new jobs for local people was remote. Many people are not happy about the process as a whole and feel that it should be driven by geology not geography. The areas with the most stable geology in the country should have been identified first and then volunteer communities should have been sought. The deep clays of Norfolk, Oxfordshire and London provide the most suitable geology for a waste repository. The Nirex studies undertaken in 95/6 led many to the conclusion that the geology of the area was not suitable. Although there are further opportunities in the process for withdrawal, it is uncertain whether parish councils or the public will have another opportunity to have their say. It maybe that once into stage 4 the whole process becomes unstoppable. The waste created by the massive excavation works would cause problems locally.

The Chair drew the discussion to a close and asked members to vote of the following question:
‘Does this Parish Council believe that the Managing Radioactive Waste Safely Project should move forward to Stage 4 of the project, this being desk based studies to ascertain the suitability of the geology of Allerdale for housing an underground repository. ‘
Those in favour:
1

Those against:

5

Lorton Parish Council will oppose the move to Stage 4 of the MRWS process.

ACTION: Clerk to inform the MRWS Project Team by letter and send copies of the letter for information to CCC, ABC (covering letter), CALC and LDNP.
24.12 Clerk’s Report:

The clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received and required action:
1. Letter from Cumbria CC: Bus Stop Infrastructure information – response required.

ACTION: Clerk to complete and return.
2. Letter from Loweswater Parish Council: C2C route

ACTION: Clerk to write to CCC in support of Loweswater PC main road route.

3. Email from Cllr Nicholson re: Dial a Ride scheme: See below.
There was some discussion, with participation from members of the public, regarding the CCC plan to end the Dial a Ride scheme that covers the parish. The current scheme, which is free for most users, is very expensive and CCC are to withdraw it when the current contract ends on 28th April. Two alternatives are being considered by CCC as replacements for the Dial a Ride scheme. These are:

· Rural Wheels: a responsive and flexible scheme costing users 35p per mile

· Village Wheels: a timetabled scheme costing users 25p per mile


No decisions have yet been made. 

ACTION: Clerk to email CCC Transport Team to make them aware of local concerns, ask to be kept informed and for an officer to attend the May meeting.
4. A petition from residents of Low Lorton regarding the speed of traffic along the B5289 and requesting the support of the PC in trying to get a 20mph speed limit in place from NY 153264 to NY 153257.
ACTION: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways regarding this matter.

5. Letter from Mrs. Birkett regarding the condition of Lorton Park footpath and the related issue of dog fouling.
ACTION: Clerk to email Tracey Martin of ABC on this matter together with the landowners and Mrs. Birkett.
25.12 Council Finances:
The Clerk reported that the following payments were outstanding:

Cumbria Storage Systems: 




£241.74 (cupboard)

Clerks Salary (Jan/Feb/Mar)




£320.00

HMRC PAYE






£80.00

Clerk’s Expenses (Carol P)




£66.70

Clerk’s Expenses (Dave S)




£35.80 (52 miles @ 40p/mile & £5.00 per 







       month for phone, internet, printer etc.)

Donation towards the previous Clerk’s leaving present:
£40.00

Proposal to accept all payments:
Proposed:
Cllr. Irlam

Seconded:
Cllr. Baker

All those present agreed to the payments being made.
The balance given on the bank statement issued on 15th February is £3,631.60p. Taking the above into account, the reconciled bank balance, as of 7th March is £2,847.36p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all cheques.

26.12 Grounds Maintenance Contract 2012:
Cllr. Deeks reported that there had been two quotes received for the grounds maintenance work. These were:

· Richard McCree of Blindbothel: £750 (VAT not applicable) – 7 visits

· Lazy Lawns of Cockermouth: £900 plus VAT – 6 visits 

Both he and the Chair had met up with Richard McCree of Blindbothel, discussed the work for the coming season and walked round the various sites. Mr. McCree had produced a letter proving that he had indemnity insurance and Cllr. Deeks was now happy to recommend the quote submitted by Mr. McCree for the work subject to site of the insurance certificate.

Proposal to accept the quote of Richard McCree:

Proposed:
Cllr. Baker

Seconded:
Cllr. Irlam
ACTION: Clerk to inform both contractors and ask Mr. McCree for a sight of the insurance certificate.

27.12 Planning:
It was noted that planning permission had been granted for works at Bridge End Cottage, Low Lorton. It was also noted that the result of the appeal regarding the new build at low Lorton undertaken by Mr. Banks had been received and permission to proceed had been granted with a series of conditions attached.
An application for work on a tree covered by a TPO in High Lorton: App no. T/2012/0027
ACTION: Clerk to inform LDNP of ‘No Objections’ but ask for replacement tree to be planted.

28.12 Report from the Police:

An electronic report was submitted by the Police highlighting four incidents that have occurred in the parish since the last meeting. These were:
· In the area of High Lorton, on 21st January 2012, timber left out to season has been stolen from a field.

· There have been two separate reports of neighbour disputes in Low Lorton. Police attended and gave words of advice.

· Police were called in relation to an injured walker in the Lorton area on 3rd February 2012. Mountain rescue attended and dealt. No further requirement from the Police needed.

· Overnight on Saturday 3rd March 2012, an empty property in High Lorton which is under renovation has been broken into between the hours of 7.00pm on 3rd March and 8:15am on 4th March. The offender/s forced the rear door and stole scrap copper, lead and a set of ladders. The Police attended and are continuing with enquires and investigating the theft.
ACTION: Clerk to send report in to The Link magazine.
29.12 Highways Issues:
i. Speed through Low Lorton: see 24.12 above

ii. Damaged signpost: Andrew Harrison of CCC confirmed that the fingerpost sign at NY154265 is to have the missing finger replaced during the coming financial year.

iii. Tubs on verges: the advice from CCC is to just go ahead and place the tubs where required but ensure that they do not cause any obstructions.

iv. Permissive paths: the permissive path from the north end of low Lorton to the river has now been re-opened and some work has been carried out on the stiles. LDNP ranger confirmed that he had discussed the situation with the landowner and would help where possible.
v. Flooding on Hopebeck Road.

ACTION: Clerk to contact Highways Hotline
30.12 Jubilee Celebrations:
The Chair informed the meeting that the school is to hold a lunch open to all on Friday 1st June, there would be a celidh held in the Yew Tree Hall on the Friday night, the History Society would be putting together a display in the Yew Tree Hall of photos etc from the early 1950’s and the Gardening Club would be putting a number of filled tubs out in the village. The WI and the Tennis Club were not yet sure of what they would be doing though there may be a ‘Posh Frocks & Pimms’ afternoon on the Monday, 4th June.
It was agreed that the Parish Council would purchase approximately 100 commemorative china mugs to give to the young people of the parish and some given to the elderly. Others would be available to buy.
ACTION: Chair to check on price and availability of locally produced mugs prior to any order being placed.
31.12 The Pound:

The Chair reported that she and the Clerk had met, on site, with Mike Farrell from the Environment Agency. He was happy that the old Christmas trees had worked well in slowing down erosion of the site and felt that the planting of 4/5 native species of tree on The Pound would also help combat erosion. He was uncertain as to how effective willow spikes would be but would see if placing them up towards the bridge would be possible. He would like to plant the trees in conjunction with the school.
It was agreed that 4/5 trees could be planted on the site.
ACTION: Clerk to tell MF to proceed.
32.12 Melbreak Communities:
The Chair informed the meeting that the coffee mornings are to be further developed and that the project was being used as a case study in the ACT magazine.
33.12 Engaging the Local Community:
Cllr. Postlethwaite raised the issue of how the PC engages and communicates with local people and other local groups in order to ensure that what the PC does meets the needs of the community. There was some discussion on this matter. Cllr. Deeks suggested a ‘Parish Reception’ that would bring local groups and people together with the PC over food and wine. Another suggestion was a type of newsletter which introduced the individual councillors to local people.
ACTION: Clerk and councillors to develop these suggestions later in the year.
34.12 Parish Council donations:

Cllr. Postlethwaite suggested that there might be a better and more structured way of the council responding to requests for financial donations. After some discussion it was agreed that at present no action should be taken on this matter until a specific request has been made to the council.
35.12 Date of next meeting: 

Wednesday 2nd May 2012 at 7.00pm in The Yew Tree Hall.

Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________




Chair

David Smith

Clerk to Lorton Parish Council
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