Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd July 2014
Present: Cllrs.  Poate (Chair), Postlethwaite, Irlam, Sloan & Deeks.
Apologies:  Cllrs. Armstrong & Aitken.
Also in attendance:  Alan Bowness (CCC), Adell Lyall (Cumbria Police), Mark Tyson & Dave Smith (Clerk).
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

50.14     Declarations of Interest:
Cllr. Poate declared a prejudicial interest in The Yew Tree Hall as her husband is the Chair of the Committee,
51.14    Minutes of the previous meeting:
The minutes of the May meeting were accepted as an accurate record by the councillors present and the Chair duly signed them.

52.14 
Public Participation:

It was agreed that matters to be raised by the members of the public present would be discussed under other agenda items.
53.14
Report from the Police:
Adele Lyall, the new PCSO covering Lorton, introduced herself and explained that she had recently been transferred from Cockermouth to the Keswick station. This meant that she now covered Lorton Parish. There were no incidents to report since the last Parish Council meeting but she drew attention to a recent spate of thefts from private houses where doors and windows had been left unlocked.
Adell explained that she would try and attend future Council meetings if they coincided with her being on shift. The Chair thanked her for her attendance and wished her well in her new role.
54.14   Progress Reports:
A: The Clerk’s Progress Report:
Actions on the Clerk from the previous meeting:
39.14: Clerk to identify benches requiring refurbishment and contact contractor: Done
40.14: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the Council. Done.
40.14: Clerk to write to Planning Inspector re: Land to the S of Lime Tree House: Done
42.14: Clerk to contact ABC for an update on the street-lighting situation: Done.
46.14: Clerk to send out all payments: Done. 
	Correspondence
	For information
	For action

	Awards for All conditional offer information
	 X
	 X

	CALC June and July/August newsletter
	 X
	

	ABC: various emails re: street lighting
	 X
	 X

	LDNPA:  emails regarding Land to the S of Lime Tree Cottage
	 X
	

	Public Consultation: Lorton Post Office
	 X
	 X

	Friends of Lorton School - request use of Parish Field
	 X
	 X

	Report from Allerdale Parishes member LDNPA
	 X
	


Cllr Deeks informed the meeting that the Planning Inspector had not yet made a decision on the appeal submitted by Mr. Banks.
Cllrs. agreed that Friends of Lorton School should be allowed to use the Parish Field for both the School Sports Day and the End of Term Rounders match.
Geoff Davies, the new Allerdale parishes member of the LDNPA, has written to say he will be able to attend the November meeting of Lorton Parish Council.
ACTION: Clerk to inform the Friends of Lorton School.
B: Parish Maintenance Report:
The Parish Benches: The work has now been ordered with the benches to be renovated being the one on the  sewage works bend and also the one at the top of the Boon Beck road, numbers 1 and 3 in the Bench Schedule.
ACTION: Clerk to chase up the contractor.
C: The Melbreak Communities Report:
The AGM of Melbreak Communities had recently been held at which there was a reasonable turn-out. Penny Poole has now stepped down as Co-ordinator and has not been replaced. The Emergency Plan telephone tree now covers 80% of the valley and will hope to cover 100% before publication.
55.14   Planning: 
Two new planning applications have been received:

7/2014/2146: 
Swinside End Farm, Lorton - extension to cattle housing to cover yard and midden
7/2014/2160:
Brackenrigg, Low Lorton – conversion of attic space into bedroom accommodation
After some discussion, members agreed that the response of the Council to both the above applications should be 'No Objections'
Applications dealt with between meetings:
7/2014/2137:  Graceholme, High Lorton - Proposed slate roof sun room to replace existing UPVC conservatory
No Objections submitted
7/2014/2126: Fairfield, High Lorton - Alterations & extension to house and conversion of part of garage
No Objections submitted
ACTION: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the views of the council.

56.14 
Lorton Post Office:

As part of the consultation process for closing a post office outlet, which has happened to the service  delivered from the Yew Tree Hall, the views of members of public are sought on the alternative provision that is going to be offered. The new service will be a mobile service operated by the sub-postmaster from Wigton Post Office and will call at Lorton on Fridays between 12.20pm and 12.50pm and be parked by 4 Broomcroft, High Lorton. Councillors are asked to respond to the consultation on an individual basis should they wish to.
57.14 The Summer Newsletter
Cllr. Sloan reported that she was making good progress with the next edition of the newsletter which she hoped would be ready to go to the printers shortly. She had a number of articles including one on the recent works undertaken at Whitbeck. It was agreed that this edition of the newsletter should be bigger than previous editions to accommodate the Whitbeck article. Following receipt of a recent email from a holiday cottage company, Cllr. Sloan is to look into the possibility of funding the cost of printing the newsletter by placing adverts.
ACTION: Cllr. Sloan to circulate a draft version of the newsletter prior to sending it to the printers.
58.14 Street-lighting:

Further to previous correspondence on the matter, The Clerk has now received a further email from Allerdale BC indicating the following:
 1. The Councils Scrutiny Panel has yet to conclude the Footway Lighting Review. At the last sub-committee meeting in May members agreed that a working group should be set up to look at the specific criteria that could be used to facilitate the use of the ENW funding. The sub-committee will meet again in September.

2. The cost of providing a new column, lantern etc will vary between £1,000 and £1,400 depending upon the specification. The connection charge (ENW) varies depending on location of underground supplies. Quotes can be obtained from ENW. ENW are offering a free connection per feeder where they are removing lights from their poles.

3. Presently there is no mechanism for applying for funding. When a mechanism has been agreed this will be communicated to parish Councils.
In light of the above information it is clear that Lorton Parish Council will need to apply for external funding when considering replacing footway lights that are to be removed.
Mark Tyson informed the meeting that the lighting pole by the Pound Wall was leaning at a rather precarious angle. It is doubtful whether this issue will be addressed during the works on the Pound Wall.
ACTION: Clerk to keep councillors updated with any further responses from ABC and to report the leaning footway light to ABC.
59.14 
Highways issues:
Cllr. Irlam reported that the identifying and marking of all the gullies in the parish had now been completed and that the CCC contractors, Mayson Bros., had been informed by CCC about this work. Councillors thanked Cllr. Irlam for all the work he had undertaken on this issue.

Mark Tyson reported that he had written to Cumbria Highways some weeks ago regarding the condition of the Boon Beck road, also reported by the Parish Council to the Highways Hotline, and had not received any reply. Councillors agreed that there should be a letter sent to Cumbria Highways drawing their attention to the lack of response to the letter from a member of the public, the continuing dangerous state of the Boon Beck road and seeking a time-table for remedial works to be undertaken on this busy stretch of road in the Parish.
ACTION: Clerk to write to Cumbria Highways on the Boon Beck road issue.
60.14 
The Pound Wall:
The Clerk informed the meeting of the success of the Parish Council application to Awards for All who have indicated that a grant of £2,000 will be given to the Pound Wall Safety Project. The breakdown of project costs has now been confirmed as follows:

· Awards for All:

£2,000

· Lorton PC:

£600

· Andrew Nicholson:
£400

· Kevin Shield:

£400

· Mark Tyson:

£200

Total:



£3,600

It was agreed that any additional costs relating to the work would be met by the Parish Council.

Cllr Deeks informed the meeting that James Moultrie, the Cumbria Highways Applications Officer, would need to be happy that we were going to meet the planning condition he had imposed on us. The Clerk should send him a copy of the estimate from D. Tolson & Sons and get his comments.

Mark Tyson stated that he was happy to work alongside Gary Todhunter, the drystone waller, to ensure that the new structure would enable excess rainwater to escape from the road. He would contact him to make sure he was still happy to undertake the work.

The Clerk informed the meeting that as the cost of repairs to the bridge side of the Pound Wall had been less than the Insurance Company excess figure (£250) he had not made a claim for this work. 

ACTION: Clerk to complete and return paperwork to Awards for All.

Clerk to send Cumbria Highways copy of road-works estimate for their comments/approval.

Mark Tyson to contact Gary Todhunter.
61.14 
Finance:
The Clerk reported that following payments were outstanding:
i: R. McCree Grounds maintenance May/June:
£250.00
ii: Clerks salary Qtr 1:



£355.34
iii: HMRC PAYE Qtr 1:



£88.80
iv: Jamie McKenzie Walling


£144.00

v. Yew Tree Hall rent/donation 13/14:

£200.00

vi. Clerks Expenses Qtr 1:


£73.00
All councillors present agreed to these payments.
The balance of the PC account as per the latest bank statement, dated 15th June 2014 was £7,198.44p. Taking into consideration the above payments and a receipt of £110.00p from Lorton Tennis Club yet to clear the account, the reconciled balance of the PC account as of 2nd July 2014 is £6,197.30p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out all payments.
62.14 New Financial Regulations:

The Clerk highlighted two issues within the new NALC Financial Regulations. The first of these was the requirement on the Internal Auditor to produce regular reports for the Council. It was agreed that one report per year would suffice and that the Clerk would work with Mr. Hankin, the internal auditor for the Council, on this. The second issue was the recommendation that a councillor be given an oversight role with regard to the finances of the council. Cllr. Poate agreed that she would take on this role.

Cllr. Deeks proposed that the Council adopt the new Financial Regulations. Cllr. Irlam seconded this proposal and all councillors present agreed to the adoption.
63.14 
Items for the next meeting:
· Lorton Tennis Club Lease

· The Pound Wall

· The School Adventure Play Area
64.14 
Date of next meeting: 
Wednesday 3rd September 2014 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.
Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________





Chair
David Smith, Clerk to Lorton Parish Council    Tel: 016973 23296 Mob: 07742 224775 Email: davidsmith@tinyworld.co.uk
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