
BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 6th January, 2014 at 7.15 pm.
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, R. Cooley, A.E.W. Hudson, B. Rowland

Also present: J. Rae

Apologies: 
None
Cllr. Hudson in the Chair

01/14
MINUTES 9 SEPTEMBER AND 4 NOVEMBER 2013

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 September 2013 and the summary notes of the meeting held on 4 November 2013 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

02/14 
POLICE REPORT

The report received from PCSO Lyall advised that no incidents had been reported in the parish since the last meeting.  With effect from 10 January Lyndsay Tuck will be taking over the role as police community support officer for the parish.
03/14 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.

04/14
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.

05/14
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 4 NOVEMBER 2013

The Autumn newsletter had been distributed to households in the Parish.
Following the request submitted to Cumbria County Council for road closed signage to be placed at the northern end of the old Mosser Road.  Cumbria County Council advised that there is existing signage at either end stating ‘unfit for motor vehicles’ and they are unable to introduce road closed signs as the road is not closed.  As Loweswater Parish Council had advised that a road closed sign is situated at the southern end it was suggested further clarification should be sought from Cumbria Highways.
Cllr Rowland had attended the Lake District Parishes Meeting held at Embleton Village Hall on 12th November 2013.  Cllr Rowland reported that grants are available for projects to benefit communities within the National Park.
06/14 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated and discussed at the meeting:

Lake District National Park Authority:  Notice of Adoption in November 2013 of the Lake District National Park Allocation of Land (Local Plan Part Two) and Minerals Safeguarding Areas (Local Plan Part Three)

Connecting Cumbria: Newsletter November 2013

Allerdale Borough Council: Cockermouth Neighbourhood Development Order

ACT Gazette Winter 2013

Cumbria County Council: Better Highways Meet and Greet

CALC: Circular December/January 2014

Cumbria Community Foundation: Updates regarding Winter Warmth Fund, Big Sleep – 15th February, 2014 and Jennings River Ride 25th May 2014.

Lake District National Park Authority: Update Winter 2013
07/14
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31st December, 2013

£6259.30
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment


Clerk’s account October/November

£321.22

HMRC PAYE October/November


£  62.00

Clerk’s account December/January

£315.20

HMRC PAYE December/January


£  62.00

Paddle School – Room Hire


£120.00


J. Rae (Refund Newsletter Costs)


£  51.20
(c)
Bank Mandate – A new mandate had been completed to include Cllr. B.
Rowland as an additional signatory.

08/14
BUDGET 2014-15

The draft budget had been circulated with the agenda.  Information regarding parish funding and the Council Tax Reduction Scheme for 2014-15 had been received from the Borough Council.  As this will not have an impact on the parish it was RESOLVED to leave the precept unchanged at £3400.

09/14
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:


7/2013/2274 – Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton, CA13 0RQ

Extension of existing caravan park to accommodate a further ten caravan 
units with associated road access, parking and retention of open recreational 
space.


The following applications were discussed at the meeting:


7/2013/2302 – Whitbeck Wood, Low Lorton, CA13 0RQ

New river channel through floodplain, new access bridges, landscaping and 
new tree plantation.


Members have a neutral view on the River Restoration Project, but have valid 
concerns regarding the flood risk for the residential properties at Lorton 
Bridge.  Local experience contradicts the statement claiming that there is no 
risk of increased flooding to properties in Lower Lorton.  Any greater 
“managed flood control” which reduces the water flow along the Buttermere 
Road B5289 (flow which re-enters the River Cocker north of Lorton Bridge) 
will increase the flow in the river from the south.  Whilst the creation of a 
gravel deposition zone is welcome, the effect on Lorton Low Mill will be critical 
in the 1 in 30 year outline, notwithstanding the improved flow under the rebuilt 
bridge.


7/2013/2321 – Barn adjacent to Rose Hill, Brandlingill, CA13 0RD


Variation of condition 6 of planning application 7/2012/2148 to amend ‘locality’ 
to include the administrative boundaries of Blindbothel, Lamplugh, Lorton, 
Loweswater, Buttermere, Embleton, Dean, Brigham, Cockermouth, 
Greysouthen, Broughton, Papcastle, Setmurthy, Bridekirk, Blindcrake and 
Wythop.


Having supported this application at each earlier stage, Members are still in 
support of the use of this building, rather than its neglect.  Members consider 
permanent occupation (as opposed to holiday letting) as more important than 
combined work/living status.   The extension of “locality” to correspond with 
the natural hinterland or travel-to-work area of Cockermouth in this north west 
segment of the National Park is supported.
(b)       Decisions


None
09/14 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

No matters reported.
10/14
BROADBAND

The Connecting Cumbria Newsletter was circulated.  
The partnership project with BT and the County Council is running ahead of schedule.  Although the project aims for 93 per cent superfast (+24Mbps) coverage for homes and businesses in the county by 2015, a commitment also exists to help the remaining 7 per cent find ways to access superfast broadband.  Although there is no area within the Lake District National Park that has yet been ‘enabled’ it is expected that all parishes will be covered by at least a basic broadband service by March 2015.
11/14 VACANCY

It was reported that no expressions of interest in the vacancy on the parish council had been received.

12/14
STANDING ORDERS
New standing orders were circulated with the agenda with amendments to reflect the changes to the Code of Conduct and the introduction of the Localism Act.  RESOLVED that the revised standing orders be adopted.
13/14
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new matters reported.
14/14
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd March, 2014

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman


