
BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 16th May, 2011 at 7.30 pm.
PRESENT:  
Cllrs. A.E.W. Hudson, R. Bell, M. Clark, T. Heslop, B. Proctor

Also present:
J. Rae

Apologies: 
Cllr. E. Nicholson

27/11
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr A.E.W. Hudson invited Cllr T. Heslop to be Chairman but he was unwilling.  A proposal was received from Cllr M. Clark and seconded by Cllr B. Proctor that the position of Chairman remains unchanged.  It was therefore RESOLVED that Cllr A.E.W. Hudson be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing year.

28/11
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


Cllr Hudson assumed the Chair and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.


29/11
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Proposed by Cllr M. Clark and seconded by Cllr R. Bell RESOLVED that Cllr B. Proctor be appointed Vice Chair of the Parish Council for Council year 2011/12.

30/11
MINUTES 7 MARCH 2011

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 7th March, 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

31/11 
POLICE MATTERS

Apologies were received from PC G. Matthews.  The Police report for the period 15/03/11 – 15/05/11 was circulated at the meeting.  Incidents of theft in the area particularly fuel, heating oil and scrap metal were discussed.  Parishioners should report any suspicious activity to Police on 0845 33 00 247.

32/11 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

A declaration of interest was received from Cllr T. Heslop in item 12(a) on the agenda (Planning applications).

33/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 7 MARCH 2011

Information had been received from Cumbria Highways regarding the Better Highways Teams.

A5086 - A response had been received Cumbria Highways stating there are a number of areas of concern on the A5086 particularly the location from Paddle School to High Dyke.  It is likely that the worst deterioration on the A5086 will be permanently repaired while other locations with less damage will receive only temporary repairs.

A response had been received from Cumbria Highways to the Parish Council’s request for information regarding the grass cutting budget in Allerdale.  Cumbria Highways advised the present verge maintenance is currently undertaken by Amey LG and will change after March 2012. It was suggested the Parish Council should submit a similar enquiry at the end of this year.

The Chairman and Clerk had met with Mr. M. Johnson, Internal Auditor on 17 March.

Locality Working – Following the change in administration at the Borough Council it is believed there may be a pause in the progress of the plans for locality working.

It was agreed to send letters to J. Milburn thanking him for his sustained interest in the parish over the past twenty years and to C. Harris for his support and assistance since joining the council in 1999.

34/11 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated at the meeting:

Mosser Church Council – Letter of thanks received for the Parish Council’s donation of £200.00.

Citizens Advice Allerdale - Letter of thanks received for the Parish Council’s donation of £100.00.

Great North Air Ambulance Service – Letter of thanks received for the Parish Council’s donation of £100.00.

Cumbria County Council – Cumbria’s Libraries – Public discussion booklet – It was agreed to respond to the consultation to the effect that the concept of Library Extra, Library Links and Virtual Libraries should be explored further.

LDNPA – Contacts for the New Park Management Service – It was agreed this information should be circulated to Members and displayed on the notice boards.

CALC – Broadband Bulletin

CALC – Circular April 2011

CALC – Circular May 2011

LDNPA – Parish Tours 2011

Local Government Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of Cumbria – It was agreed to respond to the consultation that the parish council would favour a smaller number of elected members and suggested numbers between 60-84 would be more appropriate.

CALC – Allerdale District – Minutes of General Meeting 7th April at Wigton

MRWS – Newsletter April 2011 Bulletin

35/11
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 31st March, 2011  


£4,145.39


Receipts



Allerdale Borough Council
      


£1700.00


(Half yearly precept)

Parish Council Balance at 16th May, 2011


£5,845.39

(b)
Clerk’s Salary/PAYE Scheme

Notification had been received from HM Revenue & Customs that all Parish Councils have now to register as an employer and operate a PAYE scheme.  The Clerk reported details have been submitted to HMRC.  

As agreed in the Clerk’s contract of employment the salary was increased by one spinal column point with effect from 1st April 2011.

(c)
Bank Mandate/Signatories

As C. Harris did not stand for re-election the Bank Mandate required updating.  RESOLVED to include Cllr R. Bell and Cllr M. Clark as additional signatories.  A new mandate was completed and would be forwarded to HSBC.

(d)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

J. Rae



Clerk’s account


£321.54

HMRC



Income Tax



£  59.20


CALC



Annual Subscription


£  95.00

M. Johnson 


Internal Auditor


£  50.00

N. Spencer


Repairs to Notice board

£  56.00

36/11
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2010/11

The internal audit had been carried out with no matters raised by the internal auditor.  The documentation would now be forwarded to the external auditors, BDO Stoy Hayward, whereupon the Chairman signed the annual return confirming that matters had been discussed. 

37/11
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications


7/2010/2284 – Rivermead, Low Lorton


Construct a double garage with two bedrooms and a bathroom over


7/2010/2284 – Rivermead, Low Lorton


A single storey extension to the existing bungalow to provide a bedroom, 
bedroom/study, bathroom and double garage in tandem

Members discussed both sets of plans for this application and agreed they would like sight of the final plans before submitting comments to the Planning Authority as it was felt the proposed end result was not entirely clear.

7/2011/2105 – High Dyke, Cockermouth

Remove existing single storey utility extension to existing house and build new conservatory/utility extension

Members had no objections and supported the application.

(b)      Decisions


2/2010/2137 – Hill Farm, Brandlingill


Erection of agricultural workers dwelling

      Notification had been received that this application had been withdrawn

38/11   ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

Information regarding the Better Highways Scheme, which had been introduced in September 2010, had now been received.  It was suggested Cumbria Highways be contacted requesting a copy of the revised timetable for the Team’s visits to the area.

39/11
MELBREAK COMMUNITIES

The Chairman reported that ACT had convened a meeting with the Melbreak Communities to generate ideas about local emergency planning.  Several ideas were accepted and people are now working on these.   The setting up of a network as a means of keeping people informed had been suggested.

40/11
NOMINATION OF PARISH MEMBER - LDNPA

Information together with an invitation to nominate a candidate for the election of parish members to the Lake District National Park Authority had been received from CALC.   Members agreed they did not wish to submit a nomination from the Parish Council.

41/11 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Monday 4th July, 2011 at 7.15 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman


