BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 7th March, 2011 at 7.15 pm.
Present:  
A.E.W. Hudson (Chairman), R. Bell, B. Proctor, T. Heslop

Also Present:
J. Milburn and J. Rae

Apologies: 
C. Harris

Councillor Hudson in the Chair

13/11
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 1st November, 2010 (previously circulated) were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman as were the summary notes from the meeting on 10th January, 2011 which was not quorate.

14/11 
POLICE MATTERS

The police report for 7 January – 7 March 2011was circulated at the meeting.   

Cumbria Constabulary are asking people to be aware of overnight rural crime.  Recent thefts in the area included a quad, trailer and heating fuel.  Any suspicious vehicles should be reported to the Police immediately.

15/11 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None received

16/11
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.

17/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 10 JANUARY 2011

Details of the revised arrangements to the Highway Steward Scheme had not been received from County Highways.

18/11 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated at the meeting and noted by Members:

CALC Circular February 2011

Local Government Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of Cumbria

LDNPA – Update – A reminder that the next meeting of the Lake District Parishes will take place on 18th April at the Skiddaw Hotel, Keswick

ACT Gazette – Spring Newsletter

Cumbria Community Foundation – Jennings River Ride

CALC Circular March 2011

19/11
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.

Parish Council Balance at 12th February, 2011

£5,492.39

(b)
Risk Management/Review of Internal Audit 
A risk assessment had been carried out in 2009 by the previous clerk. It was agreed this was still adequate for the Parish Council’s requirements.

In accordance with the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006 the Council is required to undertake a review of the effectiveness of the internal audit process.  The following five areas were considered:

Scope of the Internal Audit, Independence, Competence, Relationships, Planning and Reporting.

It was agreed that Mr. Johnson is professionally qualified to carry out the audit and is totally independent having no connection with the Clerk or Councillors.  The internal auditor’s report would be considered by Members and any findings implemented.  

RESOLVED that Mr. Michael Johnson be appointed to carry out the internal audit of the parish council accounts for 2010/11. The Chairman agreed to contact Mr. Johnson to ensure the parish council is fulfilling its obligations under the Audit Regulations.

(c)
Review of Parish Council Insurance

Renewal documentation had been received from Aon the Parish Council’s insurers at a premium of £262.65. 

An alternative quotation had been requested from Zurich Insurance.  A premium of £225.00 had been quoted which included £10,000 All Risks cover and a £25,000 Fidelity Guarantee.  The All Risks cover would be sufficient to cover the parish council’s assets and as the internal auditor had advised in his annual report that the parish council should review and consider increasing the fidelity guarantee to at least twice the annual precept it was RESOLVED to accept the quotation provided by Zurich Insurance.

(d)
Payment of accounts

The following accounts were authorised for payment:


Accounts to 10th January 2011


J. Rae



       Clerks Account

£348.09


Allerdale Borough Council
       Photocopying

£    4.20





        
       (Newsletter)





J. Rae


                  Newsletter Costs
£ 26.44





       
       (Postage/envelopes)

Accounts to 7th March 2011


J. Rae



       Clerks Account

£343.27


Donations


Citizens Advice Allerdale




£100.00



Great North Air Ambulance



£100.00


Mosser PCC






£200.00


Zurich Insurance

       Annual Insurance 
£225.00 (due 1st April)

20/11
PLANNING MATTERS

(a)      Applications

None

(b)      Decisions


None

21/11   ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

A report of water damage to the Rogerscale road was received.

It was agreed to contact County Highways to seek clarification on the following matters:

Details of the revised arrangements to the Highway Steward Scheme and the new timetable for the Highway Steward’s visits to the area.

Whether the A5086 Cockermouth-Egremont road from Paddle School towards High Dyke is to be included in the summer programme of works.

An indication of the expenditure incurred by County Highways to carry out verge cutting works in the parish.

22/11
MELBREAK COMMUNITIES

The Chairman reported that a meeting of the Melbreak Communities will be held on Monday 21st March at Yew Tree Hall, Lorton.   Emergency planning and coping with emergencies such as flooding will be discussed.

23/11
LOCALITY WORKING 

The Locality Plan for Cockermouth and district has now been finalised and can be accessed on the Borough Council’s website.  A copy of the plan was circulated at the meeting.  Priorities from the plan have been identified and will be actioned over the next 10 years.   A Locality Partnership consisting of elected members from all tiers of local government is to be established in the near future.

24/11
DONATIONS

RESOLVED that the following donations be made:

£100.00 Citizens Advice Allerdale

£100.00 Great North Air Ambulance Service

£200.00 Mosser PCC subject to the Chairman seeking clarification that part of the money donated will be used towards the upkeep of St. Michael’s Churchyard.

25/11
BOROUGH/PARISH ELECTIONS

Borough/Parish Elections will be held on 5th May.  Nomination packs will be distributed week commencing 14th March and papers must be returned to the Borough Council no later than 4th April.  Cllr Proctor advised she would not be standing at this election.  It is expected that Cllr Harris will also stand down.  

Cllr Milburn reported he intended to stand down from the Borough Council.  Members thanked Councillor Milburn for all the work he has undertaken on behalf of the parish during his time in office.

26/11 
DATE OF NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS

Proposed meeting dates had been circulated with the agenda.  The next meeting will be held on 16th May to include the Annual Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

