BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 10th September, 2012 at 7.15 pm.
PRESENT:  
Cllrs. R. Bell, R. Cooley, T. Heslop, A.E.W. Hudson, B. Proctor.

Also present:
Cllr. E. Nicholson


J. Rae


Mr. and Mrs. Berguis (for part of the meeting)


Mr. B. Rowland (for part of the meeting)

Apologies: 
None

Cllr. Heslop in the Chair

53/12
MINUTES 2 JULY 2012

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 2nd July, 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

54/12 
POLICE MATTERS

A report from Cumbria Police had not been received.  Cllr Cooley reported the police were in the parish recently providing advice on tracker devices and their use as a deterrent against rural crime.

55/12
ADOPTION OF NEW CODE OF CONDUCT

A requirement of the Localism Act 2011 is that a revised Code of Conduct should be adopted.  A further requirement of the code is that each member completes a new registration of interests form.  The draft code was circulated with the agenda for member’s consideration.  RESOLVED that in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 the code be adopted.   A new registration of interest form was completed by the members present and a notice publicising the Council’s adoption of the new code will be displayed on the parish notice boards.

56/12 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr. Hudson declared an interest in item 11(b) Creation of Bridleway, High Rogerscale to High Bank.

57/12
PUBLIC PARTICPATION

Mr. and Mrs. Berguis addressed the meeting and put forward their views on the Lake District National Park Authority’s creation of a bridleway at High Rogerscale to High Bank.   (Item 11 (b) on the agenda).  Several issues were raised which included concerns that if the lonnin is designated as a bridleway it will be opened up to wide scale use and may be used by motorised vehicles.  

Cllr. Hudson reiterated his earlier objections to the proposal. 

Mr. B. Rowland addressed the meeting regarding the Sea to Sea Cycle Route (Item 12 on the agenda) and the feasibility study that Cumbria County Council is undertaking to ascertain whether the route can be altered.  Mr. Rowland reported that following traffic surveys and a residential consultation being carried out Cumbria Highways had devised five options.  Mr. Rowland put forward his views on why the route should remain unchanged.

Cllr. Proctor on behalf of a parishioner enquired about hedge cutting in the parish and issues relating to the cuttings not being removed.   It was reported their removal is the responsibility of the landowner and not Cumbria Highways.

58/12
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 2 JULY 2012

A response had been received from Paddle School to the query raised regarding the presence of asbestos in schools.  This indicated that a detailed asbestos survey was carried out in July 2006 and the findings in the report were passed to Cumbria County Council in February 2007.  Warning signs were put up in the boiler house and monitoring is carried out on an annual basis.

Cllr Hudson provided an up-date from Melbreak Communities regarding the Community Emergency Response Team.  Plan testing is scheduled for December and will be publicised via the Melbreak Communities website and Link Magazine.

59/12 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated and discussed at the meeting:

MRWS Partnership Final Report – The Chairman provided an update on the next stage of the process.  It was agreed not to submit any additional comments on the final report.

Cumbria County Council News and Views Newsletter

LDNPA Parish Tours 26th September

HMRC Consultation on the use of rebated fuel for gritting in rural areas - It was agreed to support the proposal to amend the Hydrocarbon Oil Duties Act 1979 to allow the use of red diesel in tractors for gritting use and when clearing snow.

Allerdale Borough Council Review of Dog Control Orders – No action required

CALC – Circular July/August

CALC – Circular September

Local Government Boundary Commission – Electoral Review of Cumbria – Final Recommendations that Cumbria County Council should be represented by 84 county councillors in future, the same as under the current arrangements.

Audit Commission – Notification of Appointment of BDO LLP as External Auditor from 2013.

60/12
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 30 August 2012

£4,890.94


Receipts:


September 2012 

Allerdale Borough Council

£1,700.00






Half Yearly Precept

(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment:

J. Rae



Clerk’s account


£309.76

HMRC



Income Tax



£  61.38

BDO LLP


Annual Audit



£  60.00

Paddle School

Hire of Room



£120.00

(c)
Annual Audit


The Clerk reported the annual audit had been completed with no matters 
raised.  This was accepted by Members.  A notice advertising the conclusion 
of the audit will be displayed on the parish notice boards for a period of 14 
days which provides electors with the opportunity to inspect the parish 
council’s accounts.

61/12
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications


7/2011/2278 – High Bank, Low Lorton, CA13 0RQ



Conversion of barn to annexe



No objections

(b)       Decisions


 None

62/12   ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

(a)  
Highway Maintenance

The following matters were reported:

Pot holes on the High Rogerscale to Low Rogerscale road

The general deterioration of the minor roads in the parish was also discussed.

(b)
Creation of Bridleway, High Rogerscale to High Bank

In August 2011 Lake District National Park Authority made an order to create a bridleway along the lonnin between High Rogerscale and High Bank.  Three objections to the order were received by LDNPA.  The Authority is now considering whether to forward the matter to the Secretary of State for determination.  Before this is done LDNPA are seeking views on how they should proceed.  Members considered the suggested benefits and the objections of the creation of the bridleway.  Members therefore RESOLVED that although not averse to the lonnin being used by horses and cyclists they are opposed it being widened to such an extent that it may be used by motorised vehicles and would prefer its designation not to be opened up to wide scale use.  The lonnin is used by local people for recreational purposes and is a haven for wildlife.  The widening of the lonnin would undoubtedly have an impact on the wildlife in the area.

63/12
SEA TO SEA CYCLE ROUTE CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL FEASIBILITY STUDY 

Correspondence from Cumbria County Council regarding the feasibility study undertaken by Cumbria Highways to ascertain whether the Sea to Sea Cycle Route can be altered had been circulated with the agenda.  Following a discussion and consideration of the five options it was RESOLVED that from a safety aspect Members would prefer to see option 2 implemented.

64/12
BROADBAND

No further information was available at the date of the meeting.

65/12
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER

The draft newsletter was circulated.  Additional items were suggested and the final draft will be prepared for approval at the next meeting.

66/12
PARISH MATTERS

Cllr. Hudson asked that a request for financial support for Melbreak Communities be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

67/12 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th November, 2012.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

