BLINDBOTHEL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Blindbothel Parish Council held in Paddle School on Monday 3rd March, 2014 at 7.15 pm.
Present:  
Cllrs. R. Cooley, A.E.W. Hudson, B. Rowland

Also present: Cllr. A. Bowness, Cumbria County Council (for part of the meeting)


J. Rae

Apologies: 
None

Cllr. Hudson in the Chair

16/14
MINUTES 6 JANUARY 2014
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th January 2014 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

17/14 
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Sarah Brown was unable to attend the meeting.  The report provided by PCSO Lyndsay Tuck advised that no incidents had been reported in the parish since the last meeting.  The Cockermouth newsletter was circulated at the meeting.
18/14 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were received.  

The Chairman previously declared an interest in planning application 7/2014/2005 – Land adjacent to Whinfell Caravan Park, Lorton.
19/14
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present at the meeting.

20/14
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 6 JANAURY 2014

A response had been received from Cumbria Highways regarding the signage at the old Mosser road.  The response advised that the matter will be investigated with a view to ensuring that road unsuitable for motor vehicles signs are at both ends.  County Highways also advised that road closed signs are not permitted as the road is not closed and any such signs will be removed.
21/14 
CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was circulated and discussed at the meeting:

CALC Circular – February 2014
Allerdale Borough Council – Allerdale World War 1 Commemorative Event – Saturday 10th May

Allerdale Borough Council – Review of Council Plan

Cumbria Highways/Cumbria Constabulary – Community Speed Watch
Cumbria Highways – Highways Contacts

CALC – Free Planning Training – 15th May 2014 – Cllr. Rowland advised he would attend the workshop on behalf of the Parish Council
CALC – Notice of Election of Parish Member to the Lake District National Park Authority – An election will be held to appoint a parish member to the Lake District National Park Authority from the Allerdale Borough area following the resignation of John Hayton.  Nomination papers are to be completed and returned to the CALC office by Friday 9th May. Cllr Rowland expressed an interest in the vacancy.  RESOLVED that the Parish Council support the nomination.  
HMRC – Paying PAYE electronically.  The Clerk reported that HMRC would no longer be issuing payment books and PAYE would have to be paid electronically in the next tax year.  The setting up of a standing order and the issues of making electronic payments to HMRC were discussed.  The Clerk also reported on the difficulties encountered dealing with the bank as they will only discuss the account with the authorised signatories.  It was agreed the Clerk should make enquiries with HMRC and CALC as to how to resolve these issues.
22/14
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(a) The up-to-date financial report had been circulated with the agenda.


Parish Council Balance at 28th February 2014

£5327.18
(b)
The following accounts were authorised for payment


Clerk’s account February/March


£319.07

HMRC PAYE February/March


£  62.00

Zurich Insurance

 Annual Insurance


£243.80

(To be paid 1st April 2014)

(c)
Appointment of Internal Auditor/Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit

In accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations the parish council is required to maintain an adequate and effective system of internal audit of its accounting records and a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal audit should be carried out each year.  The following areas were reviewed: the scope of the internal audit and the competence and independence of the internal auditor.   RESOLVED that Mr. P. Wilson be appointed to carry out the internal audit of the parish council accounts for 2013/14.   

A timetable has been agreed when the internal audit will be carried out and the findings will be discussed at the next meeting and any improvements implemented.  
(d)
Bank Mandate


The Clerk reported that HSBC Bank had advised they have been unable to 
locate the previous mandate submitted in 2011 and the current mandate 
would need to be completed, signed and id/va provided.  The mandate was 
therefore signed and completed by the members present.  Cllr. Cooley agreed 
to hand deliver the completed mandate to HSBC in Cockermouth and Cllr 
Rowland advised he would provide the necessary id to HSBC.
(e)
Review of Parish Council Insurance/Risk Management

The renewal invitation had been received from the parish council’s insurers. It was agreed the policy was sufficient for the parish council’s requirements and should be renewed on the 1st April with Zurich Insurance at an annual premium of £243.80.

23/14
PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications received since the last meeting:


7/2013/2330 – Mosser Gate Farm, Mosser


Construction of sheep holding facilities


7/2014/2005 – Land adjacent to Whinfell Caravan Park, Lorton


Proposed covered sheep pens, gathering yard and agricultural storage barn


The following application was discussed at the meeting:


7/2014/2021 – Mosser Mains, Mosser


Erection of a roof extension



No objections
(b)       Decisions


7/2013/2274 – Whinfell Caravan Park, Low Lorton

Extension of existing caravan park to accommodate a further eight caravan 
units with associated road access, parking and retention of open recreational 
space.







GRANTED


7/2013/2302 – Whitbeck Wood, Low Lorton


New river channel through floodplain, new access bridges, landscaping and 
new tree plantation.





GRANTED

24/14 ROADS AND HIGHWAY MATTERS

An Information Pack which included the contact details of staff at County Highways had been received.  It was agreed the information pack should be circulated to each member.  Cllr Bowness advised he would be meeting with the Highways and Transportation Manager the following day and would request a copy of the larger map included in the information pack be supplied to the parish council in order that the drains/gullies can be identified to assist contractors working in the parish.
No other matters reported.

25/14
BROADBAND

No new matters to report.
26/14
DONATION REQUESTS

Requests for donations were considered from:
(a) Citizens Advice Allerdale – RESOLVED that £50.00 should be granted

(b) Great North Air Ambulance Service – RESOLVED to grant £100.00
27/14
PARISH MATTERS/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new matters reported.

28/14
DATE OF NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS

The following meeting dates were agreed:

12th May 2014 – Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting

7th July 2014, 8th September 2014, 3rd November 2014

12th January, 2015, 2nd March, 2015

The meeting closed at 8.21 pm

Signed…………………………………………………







Chairman

