Lorton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2012 
Present: Cllrs. Poate(Chair),Postlethwaite, Irlam, Aitken,  Deeks, Baker & Armstrong.
Apologies:  There were no apologies.
Also present: Cllr. Nicholson (CCC & ABC), John Hayton (LDNPA), Paul Haggin (LDNPA Development Team Leader South, Andy Roe (LDNPA Development Team Leader North) and eighteen members of the public.
89.12 Declarations of Interest:

Cllr. Deeks declared an interest in the issue to be discussed with the officers from the LDNPA.
90.12 Public Participation & Paul Haggin (LDNPA):
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Paul Haggin and Andy Roe from the LDNPA and explained that they had been invited to the meeting because of the widespread concerns regarding the development on the land to the south of Lime Tree House.

PH explained the background to the present situation and stated that in his view, as expressed in the recently issued position statement, the height of the house on the site was within the 8.1m that the Planning Inspector had specified in her judgement. This decision was taken using the ground level from the centre of the site as identified in the 2009 application. The actual height of the building had been independently verified by an external firm.
He went on to explain that the ground level measurements were disputed by a number of people in the vicinity of the development and as a result of this he had passed on the whole issue to his superior, Stephen Ratcliffe, Director of Planning and Partnerships, to review the work undertaken by LDNPA Planning Officers and the situation as a whole. His decision is expected within the coming weeks.

Depending upon what decision Mr. Ratcliffe reaches the next steps could be as follows:

· The LDNPA Position Statement is upheld, with the 2009 site levels beibg accepted as the ones to which the Inspector was referring,  and the developer continues work on site, unless there is a legal intervention on behalf of local residents.

· The 2004 site levels are agreed and accepted by the LDNPA as being those that the Planning Inspector was referring to. An Enforcement Order is issued to stop all work on-site and reduce the height of the building, which would probably lead to an appeal by the Developer.

· The 2004 site levels are agreed and accepted by the LDNPA as being those that the Planning Inspector was referring to. The LDNPA decide that it is not in the public interest to issue an enforcement order and work continues on the site.

There followed much discussion regarding the original ground levels of the site with local people insistent that the levels on the 2004 application were lower than those on the 2009 application, as supported by photographic evidence, and that it was these original measurements that the Planning Inspector was referring to when she made her judgement in 2011.
A question was asked regarding the LDNPA definition of ‘Public interest’ and PH explained that in this context three issues would be considered: height, Noise and local support. The Chair stated that it was clear that in terms of both height and local support there was a good argument for the issuing of an enforcement order. It was further stated that the LDNPA would be setting a really bad example for other developers if the Authority did not pursue this matter and not issue an enforcement order. It was understood by those present that issuing an enforcement order could lead to an appeal and could cost the LDNPA a lot of money if they lost the appeal but it was felt that this should not prevent the Authority from pursuing the enforcement order route.
A number of people expressed the view that it was unfortunate that the local anger was directed at the LDNPA Planning Officers and not where it truly belonged, at the door of the site developer. It was also noted that there was a breakdown in trust in the LDNPA and it was to be hoped that, even at this late stage, the Planning Department would ‘do their job’ and uphold the planning laws that were in place to protect the National Park.

Asked what the Parish Council could do in this situation PH suggested a letter to Stephen Ratcliffe. This was agreed. This was agreed.

ACTION: Clerk to compose letter to LDNPA and let councillors see a draft of the letter for comments prior to it being sent.
91.12 Minutes of the previous meeting:

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record and the Chair duly signed them.
Proposed: Cllr. Armstrong
Seconded: Cllr. Baker
92.12 Matters Arising (not covered by other agenda items):
Councillor Nicholson confirmed that he had now seen for himself the flooding along the Hopbeck Road and suggested that the best solution would be to increase the height of the road at the points where flooding was occurring and that this should be undertaken when resurfacing was carried out. There were no other easy drainage solutions to the problem.
The Clerk reported on the following actions:

77.12: Clerk to seek advice from Cumbria Highways on various issues: meeting arranged – see below

77.12: Clerk to contact EA regarding Church Field: done - see below

 78.12: Clerk to collect Dec of PI forms from councillors not in attendance: done and sent to ABC
79.12: Clerk to contact ABC re: dog orders & waste bin: done – new waste bin in place
80.12: Clerk to send out all payments: done

81.12: Clerk to inform LDNPA of the views of the PC on planning applications: done

83.12: Clerk to send out MRWS letters to CCC Cabinet members and ABC Executive members: done

85.12: Clerk to contact volunteers re: parish benches: done

85.12: Clerk to order sign for Parish Field: done – will arrive within a week
85.12: Clerk to place information in newsletter re: waste etc.: not done yet as newsletter not ready.
93.12 Clerk’s Report:

The clerk reported that the following correspondence had been received and required action:
1. LDNPA: Public consultation on Minerals Safeguarding Areas.
ACTION: Cllr, Armstrong to read through and see if any response is required.
The Clerk reported that he had updated, completed and returned the Charity Commission annual return that related to the Parish Field. He reminded all councillors that they were trustees of the charity.

94.12   Draft Budget 2013/14:

Prior to detailing the proposed budget for 2013/14 the Clerk informed councillors that CALC were recommending that Parish Councils did not formally agree their budgets for next year until they had seen sight of the Borough and County Council budgets, both of which will have cuts to them. This position was agreed by councillors.
The Clerk then went through the proposed budget heading by heading explaining both projected increases and decreases in specific budget lines. It was agreed that a new budget heading entitled Councillor expenses should be included to cover mileage claims from councillors.

The overall proposed budget showed a slight increase in expenditure from the current year but not an increase that would require and increase in the precept.

ACTION: Clerk to present a slightly revised proposed budget to the January meeting.
95.12    Council Finances:
The Clerk reported that the following payment was outstanding:

1. Grounds maintenance (Sept & Oct):
£214.00p

All the councillors present agreed that the payment should be made.
Councillors were informed that the second and final payment of the precept had been received from ABC.

The balance given on the bank statement issued on 15th October 2012 was £5,756.04p. Taking the above payment to be made into account and one cheque that had yet to clear the account, the reconciled bank balance, as of 7th November is £5,530.04p.
ACTION: Clerk to send out cheque and pay in monies from sale of mugs.
96.12 Planning:
Since the last meeting there had been one planning application to which councillors had ‘No Objections’.
· App. No. 7/2012/2227: Bridgend House, Low Lorton – replacement of septic tank.
Confirmation of planning permission has been received for:

· App. No. 7/2012/2190: Whit Beck, High Lorton

· App. No. 7/2012/2147: Swinside End Farm, Scales, Lorton 

· App. No. 7/2012/2176: Harrot Hill Farm, Cockermouth

· App. No. 7/2012/2143: Lime Tree House, Low Lorton

The Clerk informed councillors that he had received Notice of an Appeal by Mr. Banks regarding additional windows on the development to the South of Lime Tree House. He also confirmed that he had received a copy of the ‘Position Statement’ letter from Paul Haggin on the same development.

ACTION: Clerk to inform LDNP of ‘No Objections’ and write re-stating the original objections to the application from Mr. Banks.
97.12 Report from the Police:

An electronic report, with a newsletter attachment, was submitted by the Police informing the council that due to pressure of work there would be no individual reports to Parish Councils in future and that any serious incidents in the individual parishes would be reported in the Newsletter.
Councillors, unhappy about this proposal, agreed to write to the local Inspector on this issue.

ACTION: Clerk to write to the Inspector in charge of the Allerdale Rural Team.
98.12 Highways Issues:
The Clerk reported that he had arranged to meet up with David Bell from Cumbria Highways on 21/11/12 at 10.00am by Lorton Shop to discuss:
i. The lack of verge cutting on the High Mill road.
ii. The blind bend by the Yew Tree Hall
iii. Lorton Park wall, safety, weeds and drainage
iv. The Pound Wall

ACTION: Cllrs. who wish to attend this meeting are welcome to do so.
99.12 Parish Maintenance:
Parish Benches: The Clerk reported that he had me up with one of the volunteer couples to discuss what was required in terms of maintenance.
ACTION: Clerk to arrange meeting with Richard McCree, Cllrs. Poate and Deeks to discuss bench maintenance and grounds maintenance for next year.
The Parish Field:  The Clerk has ordered the sign for the Parish Field.
ACTION: Clerk to pass sign on to Cllr. Baker who will fix on gate.

The Pound Wall: There has been no offer letter received from the local farmer re: rebuilding of part of the Pound Wall.
ACTION: Cllr. Postlethwaite to ask the farmer again for his offer to be put in writing.
Feedback from meeting with the Environment Agency re: Church Field: Adrian Bacon had confirmed that this issue was not an EA concern and the County Council should be approached. This was done and progressed. The owner of Church Field has now put in some new drainage at the top end of the field and this seems to have worked as the road has not flooded after rain recently.
ACTION: Clerk to write to landowner, George Hughes, and thank him for the work undertaken.
100.12 Engaging the Local Community:
The Clerk reminded councillors that he had yet to receive any articles for the Christmas edition of the newsletter.
ACTION: Clerk to send questionnaire to Cllr. Irlam..
101.12 Melbreak Communities update:

The draft emergency plan continues to be worked on the issue of formalising local help is being considered.
102.12 Date of next meeting: 

It was agreed to keep council meetings scheduled for the first Wednesday in every other month, but the January meeting would be rescheduled for Wednesday 16th January because a number of councillors had other commitments on the 2nd.
Wednesday 16th January 2013 at 7.30pm in The Yew Tree Hall.

Signed: ___________________________________________         Date: ____________________________
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